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REGIONAL, AFFAIRS 


Saudi Government Said Beginning To 
Disintegrate, Fall 


94AE0043A Baghdad AL-IRAQ in Arabic 15 Sep 93 p 1 


[Unattributed article: “Iraq Talks About Saudi Arabia’s 
Rulers: the Crises and the Fall’’] 


[Text] The break-in at Fahd’s palace in Jeddah raised 
more than one question, particularly because this inci- 
dent occurred under domestic circumstances marked by 
the growing and increasing isolation of Saudi rulers, 
whose policies are being rejected by a broader segment of 
the people. Every honest Arab who is interested in the 
interests and future of his nation now finds these policies 
unacceptable and objectionable. 


The incident also coincided with a worldwide campaign 
condemning the repression and terrorism campaigns, 
which Saudi rulers were waging against citizens without 
exception. Most recently, Amnesty International con- 
demned those practices as well as the coercive methods 
that were being used to silence intellectuals who have 
started speaking up and asking for freedom and for 
minimal human rights. Foremost among those rights is a 
person’s right to live in dignity and to feel secure in his 
own country. 


An observer who wants to grapple with those matters, 
which would give him deeper insight into the events that 
are taking place in Saudi Arabia, will have to recall an 
image of the popular turmoil that preceded and coin- 
cided with the request that was made to U.S. troops and 
other troops of the evil coalition, asking them to come to 
Saudi Arabia and desecrate the land of [divine] mes- 
sages. U.S. and coalition troops were asked to come to 
Saudi Arabia and to launch from there their treacherous, 
evil aggression against a toiling, patient Iraq. A close 
reading of the reactions, which became evident at the 
time, would enable one to understand the nature of the 
people's attentive and organized action, which is now 
based on a solid foundation of a serious effort aimed at 
putting an end to the recklessness of the Sa’ud family and 
their oppressive regime, a regime that has ties to colo- 
nialism and international Zionism. 


What is being reported by the international media from 
Saudi Arabia may indicate unequivocally that Fahd and 
the remaining key figures of the regime are living under 
stifling conditions, which are beginning to reflect them- 
selves on their domestic and foreign policies in their 
entirety. It is certain that documented information, 
which is being circulated about the struggle within the 
Saud family, reveals one side of the dilemma and gives 
the observer an opportunity to make the proper conclu- 
sion, namely, that the ruling regime in Saudi Arabia has 
gone into the downfall stage. 


To put all the details into the picture, it must be pointed 
out that statements made by the rulers of Saudi Arabia 
were unequivocal admissions that they had set the course 
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for the country’s bankruptcy after having placed scores 
of billions of dollars at the disposal of anti-Arab forces. 
The fact that these rulers have been major contributors 
to the financing of the treacherous, barbaric campaign 
against the righteous land of Iraq and its steadfast people 
should be enough to discredit and dishonor them. 


All this leads us to conclude that the coming events and 
the reactions they will produce in Saudi Arabia will have 
profound effects on the structure of the regime and that 
those effects will expedite the regime’s collapse and 
downfall. The break-in at the royal palace, where Fahd 
can be found, is one of those incidents that an observer 
can expect will inevitably herald and usher in surprises 
on more than one level. 


This is only the beginning. 


Gaza-Jericho Accord, Ramifications Analyzed 


94AE0037A Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 
13 Oct 93 p 3 


{Commentary by Sabir Muhsin al-Duri] 


[Text] When President Commander Saddam Husayn 
said, at the Arab sum it held in Fez, Morocco, that “the 
Zionist entity does not want to define its final borders, 
even if the neighboring states recognize certain borders. 
Its fixed purpose is aggression, expansionism, imposing 
control, tyranny over the region, and depriving its people 
of freedom and advancement,” the President Com- 
mander was stating a clear and central fact. The struggle 
between “Israel’’ and the Arabs is not a temporary or 
passing struggle, but a historic and civilization struggle 
that will last for years and years. It will not end just 
because of some agreement or some circumstantial con- 
dition. The President Commander reminded the Arabs 
of “‘Israel’s “hostile aims and its evil deeds.“* He called 
for utilizing all opportunities available to them to con- 
front this vicious enemy, which seeks to make them its 
subjects. He said, Any step that makes Israel more 
palatable to public opinion, with its hostile and evil 
intentions, and its expansion, must be ignored by the 
Arabs. They must do what they can, but at the same time 
they must not deceive themselves with any ‘“‘data’”’ telling 
them that [Israel] is better than it was, or that this “data” 
should annull their wariness and reservations about 
Israeli plans. 


Now, what does the Gaza-Jericho accord give us? 


In spite of all that has been said about the basic reasons 
that moved Mr. Yasir ’Arafat to sign the Gaza-Jericho 
accord—such as the sovereignty of global harmony, 
absolute American-led Western control over the world, 
the disappearance of the socialist bloc and the Soviet 
Union, the disappearance of the cold war, the weakness 
of Arab solidarity—in spite of all this and much more— 
the most important question is still: who benefits from 
this accord? 
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The Palestinians who agree with the accord and those 
who signed it say that the military option in the Arab- 
“Israeli’’ struggle has been discredited, and in the 
absence of the military option, it was not possible to 
leave the Palestinian nation in a vaccuum. Therefore 
action must be taken to regain minimum national rights, 
or, more precisely, their minimum political rights, 
because regaining this portion is more a political project 
than national rights. 


But here another important question arises: will this 
restoration of the portion in the accord put an end to the 
Palestinian issue, or make it at least turn the accord into 
a victory? 


As is well-known, the agreement signed on 13 September 
by the PLO and “Israel” did not put an end to the 
problem of the Palestinian issue; hence the continued 
negotiating. and according to the provisions of the 
agreement, it will remain in effect between the two sides 
according to the fixed time schedule. Becauses it is an 
open-ended pact, it will, of course, be open to surprises 
and to various courses that might lead it to inversions, or 
could develop positively for the good of both sides 
involved. 


A close reading of the current situation of the accord 
shows many different pictures, analyses, opinions, and 
assessments to analysts, observers, and followers of 
events, principally what is public and what is private, 
what is close by and what is far off. 


The basis of the current agreement condradicts “Israel’s” 
permanent aims, “from the Nile to the Euphrates runs 
your land, O Israel.” And here yet another important 
question arises: does this agreement really change 
“Israel's” aims? If the answer is yes, that means that 
things will get progressively better; each side will, of 
course, achieve both its announced and secret aims. And 
yet there are facts that prove that “Israel’’ has not 
changed its aims; that its slogan remains in effect. Thus 
there are behind this agreement other things and goals, 
not made public by this Israelis. The same may be said of 
the Palestinians. 


In the negotiations—specifically, the eleventh round— 
that led to the agreement, Yitzhaq Rabin, prime minister 
of the Zionist entity, was still saying, “ ‘Arafat must 
forget the idea that the Palestinian flag will fly over 
Jerusalem.” In response, Mr. Yasir ‘Arafat and Mahmud 
*Abbas, ““Abu-Mazin,” said, and still say, “Jerusalem 1s 
occupied Arab territory and will be the capital of the 
Palestinian state.” Will this be, and will the Palestinian 
flag fly over it? 


Rabin also reaffirmed in his speech at the signing cere- 
mony that Jerusalem is not a Palestinian capital, saying, 
“We have come from Jerusalem, the eternal capital of 
the Jewish people, to sign this agreement.” What did he 
mean, in his remarks, by “eternal,” among other things? 


The PLO regards this agreement as a first step, moving 
the Palestinians closer to their nation. On the other 
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hand, the “Israelis” regard the agreement as an anes- 
thetic for the Palestinian body prior to major surgery. In 
light of this analysis and idea, many problems will occur 
starting with the first step to implement the agreement, 
because behind it there are scheming intentions, and 
because it is not a final agreement. 


Thus we may say with full certainty and objectivity that 
the agreement was stillborn. 


In order not to go too far in responding to this important 
question—so, who benefits from this agreement? 


We say that there are many facts proving the palpable 
fact that the major beneficiary is “Israel” specifically 
and the West in general. The first fact is that the 
agreement's purpose is to save “Israel’’ and extricate it 
from the predicament the Palestinian intifada): and its 
stone-throwing heroes got it into. This was a major 
concern when its struggle continued and escalated. It 
has never stopped, from its beginning in 1987 until the 
present, and in the other direction, this agreement is 
supposed to extinguish the fire blazing in the souls, 
hearts, and minds of the Palestinians, and so “Israel” 
will catch its breath, as they say, and find its way out of 
its perilous predicament. 


The second fact is that “Israel’’ will limit and restrict 
Palestinian action as it is no longer possible for Pales- 
tinian action to resist the agreement. The agreement will 
not help them to move their feet one step forward. It is 
now in the “Israelis” fist and at their mercy. 


The third fact is that this agreement will break down the 
economic, political, and cultural boycott of “‘Israel”’ and 
give it rather than the Palestinians the reins of power. Or 
make the Palestinians its subjects, which will be dan- 
gerous to the future of the Arab struggle and Arab causes 
in general. This would be beneficial for “Israel,” not for 
the Palestinians and the Arabs. 


The fourth fact is that Palestinian fighters have put down 
their arms and moved away from them, while “Israeli” 
soldiers are bristling with weapons; what a difference 
between those with weapons and those without! Recent 
information indicates that one week after signing the 
agreement, Yitzhaq Rabin asked the United States to 
supply the entity [Israel] with arms factories, not arms, 
which had been forbidden to Israel, they claim. Doesn't 
this mean that the “Israelis” still have evil intentions, 
even if they swear by all that is holy to them. Thus the 
agreement benefits Israel and will prevent the Arabs 
from carrying a knife or a nail file. 


Furthermore, what does it now mean when “Israel” 
every so often attacks Palestinians youths and killing 
them in Gaza itself. Someone wanting to normalize 
relations and implement the agreement would not come 
up with ways of damaging the agreement and hurtings its 
chances. 


The fifth fact is that this agreement will create many 
problems, and the problems have already begun to 
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appear to the Palestinians themselves, because Mr. Yasir 
‘Arafat signed the agreement on behalf of the PLO, not 
on behalf of all the Palestinian organizations. These 
problems will multiply for the Palestinians at the same 
time strengthening “Israel,” because it has a unified and 
agreed-upon view and method, at home and abroad. 


Some factions of the Palestinian resistance have begun to 
unify among themselves to declare their rejection of the 
signing of the accord. Perhaps this union will strengthen 
the Palestinians, uniting their words and deeds to con- 
front the suffering and conspiracies that await them. 


Accordingly, we may say that the PLO that signed the 
agreement has swallowed the bait, and that the “Israelis” 
are holding the fishing line. It is of course capable of 
pulling in or letting out the line, and the Palestinians 
must respond. 


Gulf Countries-Israeli Meetings Attacked 


9445£0032A Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 
10 Oct 93 p 2 


[Article by Diyab Nabhan: “A Warning...But”] 


[Text] The General Secretariat of the Arab League 
warned the countries of the Gulf about the implica- 
tions and repercussions of a decision regarding 
revoking the boycott of the Zionist entity. This boy- 
cott, which is no longer limited to the economic field, 
covers the political and diplomatic fields as well as the 
media and other fields. The warning was issued specif- 
ically after the most recent meeting between Shim’on 
Peres, the minister of foreign affairs of the Zionist 
entity, and four ministers of foreign affairs from the oil 
sheikhdoms in the Arabian Gulf. 


Regardless of the nature or effectiveness of that warning 
and regardless of the ability of the General Secretariat of 
the Arab League to make the countries of the Gulf heed 
this warning or waver in their decision to end the boycott 
against the Zionist entity—and the General Secretariat 
certainly lacks that ability—this boycott has in effect 
come to an end. The boycott was ended when the oil 
sheikhdoms opened the gates of the Peninsula, the Gulf, 
and the Arab waterways to the American armed forces, 
their Zionist allies, and the heirs to the old Western 
colonialism. The boycott effectively came to an end 
when the oil sheikhdoms in the Gulf overlaid the 
nation’s sacrosanct objects with foreign spears and when 
they used the nation’s funds and resources to finance the 
barbaric, treacherous aggression against the great Iraq 
and its toiling people. 


Although a measure of reserve or confidentiality was 
required when the gates of the oil sheikhdoms were 
opened to the Zionist entity and relations with it were 
normalized, that is no longer the case in the wake of the 
Madrid Conference and the fact that the oil sheikh- 
doms sat at the negotiating table with the Zionist 
entity. Such a measure of reserve or confidentiality is 
no longer required, now that ’Arafat has reached an 
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agreement with that entity. Such secrecy, confidenti- 
ality, or roundabout ways are no longer required now 
that the doors to doing business with that entity have 
been flung wide open. 


There are, therefore, numerous and various questions, 
und the justifications for asking can never be lost. For 
example: Did the Zionist entity withdraw f7om the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip? Did that entity’s occupation forces 
leave Syrian territory on the Golan Heights? Did those 
forces leave the occupied land in south Lebanon? Did 
any official of the Zionist entity make even a vague 
promise or an ambiguous statement from which the 
Zionist entity’s intent to withdraw from this occupied 
Arab land or from Jerusalem can be inferred? Jerusalem 
is the first of two cities that worshipers turn to and face 
when they pray, and it is the third holy city in Islam. Is 
the Zionist entity willing to accept the notion that 
Palestinian refugees may return, as guaranteed by UN 
resolutions? None of these resolutions was adhered to by 
the Zionist entity. Has this aggressive entity abandoned 
its arms programs and its strategy for military superi- 
ority over Arabs, all Arabs? What is the significance of 
Washington’s continued support for such superiority? 
What is the significance of Washington’s sending more 
military airplanes to the Zionist entity, and what is the 
significance of Washington’s support for the Israeli 
entity’s advanced military industry? 


These and many other questions continue to be ques- 
tions that deserve to be asked and strongly articulated in 
the face of those who are rushing to normalize relations 
with the Zionist entity and introduce its toxins into the 
worn-out Arab body. These are questions that deserve to 
be asked in the face of such a grave breakdown and an 
even more dangerous downfall of the Arab household, 
matters that came about in the wake of the treacherous 
aggression against Iraq by 30 nations. 


The traitors who committed the crime of heinous aggres- 
sion against Iraq and those who collaborated with them 
are certainly traitors who have no precedent. They are 
traitors par excellence. Because they are such traitors, 
they are expediting the process of opening the doors to 
the Zionist entity and normalizing relations with it. To 
them this is an inevitable arrangement that would pro- 
long the time during which they can manipulate the 
nation’s capabilities and conspire against its values, 
history, and its being. 


Treatment of Iraqi Prisoners by Iran Condemned 


94AE0033A Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 
10 Oct 93 p 2 


[Article by the Political Affairs Desk: “The Kurkan 
Crime and This Inhumane Conduct’’] 


[Text] It was on a day like this one, 10 October 1984, that 
the Khomeyni authorities committed one of the most 
heinous crimes against Iraqi prisoners. On that day the 
Khomeyni authorities deliberately fired their weapons at 
random against a number of Iraqi prisoners in Kurkan 
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camp. A number of those prisoners died as a result of 
that and others were injured. 


Khomeyni’s proponents had previously executed a 
number of Iraqi prisoners in the Battle of al-Basitin in 
December 1981. They had also committed another 
atrocity in 1988 when they tied up Iraqi prisoners in 
Malut and then shot them. So although the Kurkan 
crime was neither the first nor the last such crime 
committed by the Khomeyni authorities against Iraqi 
prisoners, it is a crime that stands out because it was 
committed in the presence of an International Red Cross 
delegation, which was visiting the camp at the time. In 
other words, the Khomeyni authorities committed their 
crime with impudence, wantonness, and blatant defiance 
of International Red Cross representatives. 


Although the crimes of Khomeyni’s proponents in the 
Battle of al-Basitin, in Kurkan Camp, and in Malut 
revealed quite clearly that the conduct of the Iranian 
regime in its treatment of prisoners was inhumane and 
unethical, the Iranian regime continues to adhere to this 
method of treating prisoners, which contradicts all 
divine laws. This is most clearly illustrated by the fact 
that the Iranian regime remains determined to hold 
more than 20,000 Iraqi prisoners in Iran and is refusing 
to release them despite the fact that more than five years 
have passed since a cease-fire was declared between the 
two countries. 


The manner in which the Iranian regime has been 
handling the question of Iraqi prisoners who are still 
being held in Iran constitutes a blatant violation of the 
substance of Paragraph 3 of UN Security Council Reso- 
lution 598. This is the resolution that was accepted by 
Iran on 18 July 1988. Iran’s handling of Iraqi prisoners is 
also a blatant violation of Article 118 of the 1949 Third 
Geneva Convention, which stipulates that the two coun- 
tries carry out a complete and full exchange of prisoners 
of war as soon as all hostilities between them come to an 
end. Furthermore, such inhumane handling of the ques- 
tion of Iraqi prisoners is totally incompatible with all the 
provisions of true Islam with regard to the treatment of 
prisoners of war. 


In keeping with its custom of haggling over hostages, the 
Iranian regime has been conducting itself as though the 
Iraqi prisoners were hostages and the Iranian regime had 
the right to haggle over their cause and to realize 
illegitimate gains by doing so. In spite of that fact 
international and humanitarian agencies and organiza- 
tions are being called upon to give greater attention to 
the question of Iraqi prisoners who continue to be held 
by the Iranian regime without any justification. Interna- 
tional and humanitarian agencies and organizations are 
being called upon to apply pressure to this backward 
regime to effect the unconditional release of those pris- 
oners and bring an end to their difficult ordeal and to the 
suffering of their families, which has continued for more 
than 10 years. 
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Having said that, it remains to be said that the indiffer- 
ence of the international community and its silence 
regarding this inhumane Iranian conduct toward more 
than 20,000 Iraqi prisoners has encouraged the Tehran 
regime to persist in this conduct and to violate all 
international traditions and conventions regarding pris- 
oners of war. 


Egypt’s Increasing Diplomatic Contacts Explained 


94AE0045A London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
31 Oct 93 p 50 


[Unattributed article: “Half a M Ilion Egyptians Still 
Working in Iraq; Egyptian Workers Behind Increased 
Diplomatic Representation Between Cairo and 
Baghdad’”’] 


[Text] After 30 months of negotiations, Egypt’s Ministry 
of Manpower and the director of the Compensation 
Fund in Geneva reached an agreement to disburse $200 
million to Egyptians working in Iraq who were damaged 
as a result of the fact that their monetary remittances 
from Iraq’s al-Rafidayn Bank had been stopped. The 
$200 million are to be paid as a first installment. 


The announcement that late payments due Egyptians 
would be disbursed opened the case on Egyptian man- 
power in Iraq where many kinds of Egyptian workers can 
be found. Some of those workers are permanent workers 
who still live there, and some are temporary workers who 
were forcibly evacuated from Iraq before and during 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 


The story of Egyptians’ suffering in Iraq starts in June 
1986 when 10 Egyptians residing in Iraq, who had been 
charged with forgery, were sentenced to death. The 
Egyptians were charged with forgery so that the tight 
Iraqi laws, which had kept those Egyptians from 
receiving the money that was due to them could be 
circumvented. At that time the matter required the 
intervention of Egypt’s President Mubarak as well as a 
special visit to Baghdad made by Mr. ‘Ismat ’Abd- 
al-Majid, President Mubarak’s minister of foreign 
affairs. 


The story of Egyptians in Iraq took on a dangerous twist 
early in 1988 when airplanes arriving in Cairo from 
Baghdad started carrying boxes containing the bodies of 
scores of Egyptians who had died there in violent inci- 
dents, which had occurred for unknown reasons. The 
phenomenon, which came to be known as that of “the 
flying caskets,” continued until it reached a peak in 
March 1989 when 503 bodies arrived at Cairo airport in 
one month. These were the bodies of people who had 
been shot or whose death had come as a result of falling 
from a high place, being struck by a car, or being stabbed 
with a sharp object or electrocuted. 


The well-known incidents of May 1989 compelled the 
Egyptian Government to send a high-level diplomatic 
delegation to meet with the Egyptians who were working 
in Iraq and look into their problems. 
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When Desert Storm broke out, thousands of Egyptians 
took off and headed to the desert without receiving the 
money that was due them. Scores of Egyptians died on 
the road from Iraq to Jordan, and Iraq detained close to 
500,000 Egyptian workers, keeping them in Iraq to run 
the country’s vital facilities. This was confirmed by 
Ahmad al-’Amawi, president of the Trade Union of 
Egyptian Workers. At that time al-’Amawi said that the 
Iragi Government was detaining trained Egyptian 
workers and keeping them from leaving the country. 


Egyptian workers in Iraq are engaged in different occu- 
pations. They are engaged in agriculture, construction, 
education, health [services], industry, and electricity. 
Some Egyptians work in the army, and many Egyptians 
have been living in Iraq for a long time. The number of 
these Egyptians, who are being treated like Iraqis, is 
approximately 100,000, and most of them live in the old 
al-Marba‘ah section of Baghdad. 


According to a report by Mahmud Khayrallah, former 
chief of the Egyptian Interests Section in Baghdad, it is 
estimated that the number of Egyptian workers who are 
currently settled in Iraq is approximately 100,000 Egyp- 
tians only. The number of Egyptians in Baghdad before 
1990 was close to 2 million. Today, there are 150,000 
temporary and permanent Egyptian workers in Baghdad. 
It is to be noted that a large number of Egyptians 
working abroad do not bother to register their names in 
Egyptian embassies. 


An examination of the facts shows that there are at least 
half a million Egyptian workers in Baghdad. 


The presence of such a large number of Egyptian workers 
in Iraq was the principal reason behind the restoration of 
diplomatic communications between Cairo and 
Baghdad. 


When Carlos Alzamora, executive secretary of the UN 
Compensation Committee, visited Cairo, bringing the 
agreement to pay those who had suffered damages 200 
million dollars as a first installment, Palestinian 
Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat and King Hassan II of Morocco 
had already played their part as mediators and delivered 
to President Mubarak Saddam Husayn’s request that 
Egypt turn a new leaf in its relations with Baghdad. 


It was in the context of the meetings of Arab ministers of 
foreign affairs in the Arab League, which took place last 
February, and through Palestinian, Tunisian, and 
Libyan efforts that the Egyptians approved the Iraqi 
officials’ request for an exchar ge of letters. Ambassador 
Nabil Najm, Iraq’s permanent representative to the Arab 
League in Cairo, played a part in the development of 
these communications, and that development led to 
direct meetings between officials of Egypt’s and Iraq’s 
ministries of foreign affairs. 


The first condition that Egyptians set was that Egypt 
look after the Egyptians working in Iraq and examine 
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their conditions closely. Iraq would pay damages to 
Egyptians who were harmed as a result of Iraq’s invasion 
of Kuwait. 


Cairo and Baghdad agreed to increase the level of 
diplomatic representation between them. An official 
with counselor’s rank in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
was to be put in charge of each country’s interests 
section. It was in this context that this agreement was 
implemented last May, and it was Counselor Rida ’Abd- 
al-Karim who assumed the responsibility of Egyptian 
charge d’affaires in Baghdad. He carries out his activities 
through the Embassy of India. 


Qays Muhammad headed the Iraqi Interests Section in 
Egypt. Permission was given to reopen the office of the 
Iraqi News Agency, which is being managed by Bahr 
Fayadi. 


Whereas Counselor Rida ’Abd-al-Karim, the Egyptian 
charge d'affaires in Baghdad, was met with a storm of 
hostile attacks led by "Uday Saddam Husayn and the 
newspaper, BABIL, where he serves as editor in chief, 
Egyptians living in Iraq saw in the increased level of 
diplomatic representation a positive step for the creation 
of a better climate for Egyptians working in Iraq. 


Hundreds of Egyptian bodies are still arriving from Iraq. 
According to a statement from an official source in the 
Quarantine Department at Cairo airport, the number of 
Egyptian bodies arriving from Iraq in 1992-93 amounted 
to 900: 489 arrived in 1992, and the rest, 411 bodies, 
arrived during the period between January and Sep- 
tember 1993. 


Report Discloses GCC Inflation, GDP 


93AE0605A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
24 Sep 93 p 10 


[Unattributed reported from Dubayy: “Inflation Up in 
UAE (United Arab Emirates) and Bahrain; Down in 
Saudi Arabia, Oman, and Kuwait Last Year’’] 


[Text] Gulf estimates have shown that inflation rates in 
the Gulf Cooperation Council [GCC] states have expe- 
rienced a remarkable fluctuation in the past year, with 
consumer prices increasing in the United Arab Emirates 
[UAE] and Bahrain, decreasing in Saudi Arabia, Oman, 
and Kuwait, and remaining stable in Qatar. 


The Gulf Industrial Investment Organization [GIIO] 
said that the lowest inflation rate recorded in the GCC 
states last year was in Saudi Arabia. Annual variances in 
consumer prices had a record drop, from a 4.5-percent 
rise in 1991 to less than | percent last year. It is the 
lowest inflation rate recorded in the Kingdom’s markets 
in four years. 


GIIO indicated in its annual report estimates that the 
inflation rate in the Sultanate of Oman also fell, from 
10.1 percent in 1990, to 7.5 percent in 1991, then to 7 
percent last year. This was traceable to the drop in the 














iates of increase in rents and service costs. The annual 
average of prices in Kuwait also dropped at a reco. d rate, 
from 24 percent in 1991 after the liberation of Kuwait, to 
approximately 8 percent last year, as against 3.5 percent 
in 1989. 


In the UAE, the rising costs of land and rent were behind 
the rising inflation rate, which rose from 5 percent in 
1991 to 6 percent last year, versus 6.5 percent in 1989. In 
Bahrain, the rate rose from less than | percent to 2 
percent; this was the lowest inflation rate recorded in the 
Gulf states, after Saudi Arabia. Qatar’s inflation rate 
remained unchanged at about 3 percent for the third 
straight year. 


GIIO indicaied in its annual report, a copy of which 
AL-HAYAH has obtained, that the GCC states’ oil 
exports rose signficantly in 1990, fell in 1991, and rose 
again in 1992 to exceed $70 billion. The total gross 
domestic product [GDP] of countries in the region 
continued to rise, nearing the $200 billion mark, its 
highest level since 1989. GIIO noted that there were 
budget deficits in all the Gulf states, despite the sharp 
rises in revenues. 


It said that the GCC states were active last year in 
developing conversion industries in order to reduce their 
reliance on the oil sector and the sharp price and interest 
fluctuations that go along with it. It pointed to the Gulf 
states’ success in increasing the share of the conversion 
industry in their GDP; these industries accounted for 7.8 
percent of the Saudi GDP; 7.7 percent of the Omani 
GDP, 14.2 percent of the Kuwait] GDP, and approxi- 
mately 18.3 percent of the Bahraini GDP. 


GIIO’s annual report implied that despite the rapid 
growth of manufacturing activity in the countries of the 
region, the manufacturing labor force still represents a 
small percentage of the total population. The report said 
ihat there is a close relationship between the amount of 
production and the amount of employment; it is 
expected that changes in enrollment in the labor force 
will be linked to changes in total industrial activity and it 
is also expected that the percentage of the labor force in 
the population will rise with the rise in industrial 
activity. Estimates indicate that the rate of population 
growth ranges from 4-5 percent in each of the GCC states 
since the total population growth in the GCC states is 
about 24 million, up from 22.5 million in 1990. 


GIIO alluded to the success of the GCC states’ industrial 
diversification policy in the last few years. The countries 
witnessed the 2stablishment of 245 new companies in 
1991 with an investment capital of about $1.1 billion, 
while there were 95 new companies last year with an 
investment capital of $656 million. 


GliO’s report reviewed other industrial developments in 
the GCC states. It said that the project to expand 
production capacity of gas liquification in the UAE is 
nearing completion and will double production capacity 
to 5 million tons per year; it indicated the existence of 
plans to produce ethylene in the UAE with a production 
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of 300,000 tons per year. Turning to the UAE’s construc- 
tion sector, the recovery that followed the Gulf war led to 
shortages of cement and steel, moving the government to 
seek out sites for the establishment of a steel plant with 
a capacity of 700,000-800,000 tons per year. The possi- 
bility is being considered of reducing customs tariffs on 
cement, which are currently ranging between 4 to 6 
percent. 


In Bahrain, the expansion of Aluminium Bahrain (Alba), 
begun in 1989, was completed at a cost of $1.5 billion. 
The current capacity of its smelter, which is one of the 
world’s largest, is 860,000 metric tons per year. In Saudi 
Arabia, large investments are under way in nonoil man- 
ufacturing capacity, especially in petrochemicals, since 
this sector has experienced huge expansions, some 
already implemented, and others in the planning stage in 
both the public and private sectors. 


In addition, the iron and steel project expansion has 
begun, with the addition of a new reduction unit with a 
capacity of about 650,000 tons per year of sponge iron. 
With this new project, steel production in the Kingdom 
will rely on sponge iron instead of scrap iron. On another 
front, the project to produce iron alloys (under construc- 
tion) will be used to counter “oxidation or corrosion” in 
addition to strengthening iron production. 


In Oman, the governmeii has expanded the activities of 
local investors and producers in the small- and medium- 
company sectors to extract minerals, within the frame- 
work of the government’s encouragement of the private 
investment sector in the national economy. The govern- 
ment is dividing and distributing land rich in chrome (or 
chromium) to citizens, offering them easy loans, and 
providing training, technical expertise, tools and equip- 
ment. It is also developing industrial zones in Salalah 
and Sahar. 


Qatar has begun to implement the first phases of the 
expansion of its production capacity in a limited number 
of economic sectors, specifically in the iron and petro- 
chemicals sectors. It is also studying the construction of 
a new cement and aluminum smelting project. Turning 
to natural gas, work is ongoing on the gas plant project, 
which is being built to produce 4 million tons of gas 
annually by 1997. 


After the enactment of the privatization law in October, 
the Kuwait Investment Organization sold its 30-percent 
share in Kuwait’s Americana Food Company. It also 
took a number of steps related to the privatization of 
wireless communications and gasoline stations. On 
another front, the Petrochemical Industries Company is 
planning to build a petrochemical complex at a cost of 
$2.2 billion, to produce approximately 650,000 tons of 
ethylene per year. 


In the meantime, GllOn Secretary-General Dr. ’Abd- 
al-Rahman al-Ja’fari has said that despite the economic 
recession, which has prevailed in most countries of the 
world, economic performance in the GCC states has 
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experienced growth and expansion in both the produc- 
tion snd service sectors. The GIIO has replied to the 
needs of the member states in the public and private 
sectors, broadening the scope of its services by offering 
information, providing and promoting investment ideas, 
holding conferences and symposiums, and keeping track 
of new conditions and the brisk pace of industrial 
development activity in the region. He said that the 
GIIO had, in terms of industrial projects, promoted four 
industrial projects. It had also held two symposiums on 
small and medium sector investment opportunities in 
Qatar and Oman, each of which presented 15 investment 
opportunities. It identified a number of promising 
opportunities in the UAE, as well as specialized petro- 
chemical industries. In 1992, GIIO completed a number 
of projects and feasibility and market studies, plus 
research and preliminary stu Jies. 


In light of successive changes in global conditions, the 
GIIO has been attentive to studying global changes, 
multilateral agreements, and foreign investment laws 
and policies. It has prepared, organized, and held an 
industrial and economic cooperation conference with 
the GCC states and the PRC, an activity the GIIO is 
eager to engage in with economic and regional blocs to 
strengthen technical cooperation efforts and allow Gulf 
investors to profit from global experiences and explore 
new markets, as well as to show foreign investors the 
characteristics and opportunities of investing in this 
region. Turning to industrial information, in 1992 the 
organization strove to strengthen its leading-edge posi- 
tion in data bases and ensure the comprehensiveness of 
its services by constantly modernizing its existing data- 
base banks, and developing ne’ ones. 


EGYPT 


Copts’ Status in Egyptian Society Discussed 


93AF0824A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
13 Sep 93 p 15 


[Article by Milad Hanna: “Copts’ Past in Egypt, and 
Their Future”’} 


[Text] Whenever the news media publishes news about 
clashes between the extremist current and the Egyptian 
police—which have continued intermittently and 
monotonously since 1972, when the Coptic church was 
burned in the town of al-Khanigah north of Cairo, up to 
the assassination attempt against the interior minister 
Major General Hasan al-Alfi—foreign correspondants 
rush in from every corner asking about the future of the 
Copts in Egypt. 


And whenever news surfaces about the sectarian war 
between the Serbs, Croats, and Muslims in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, some analysts believe that similar news 
might erupt concerning the Copts and Muslims in Egypt, 
as if there were a reactionary relation between the ethnic 
and religious conflict in Yugoslavia and what many 
expect, causing a similar sectarian conflict to break out 
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in Egypt. Here the same question arises: What about the 
future of the Copts in Egypt? 


Since 1975, when the events in Lebanon began, which 
turned into a civil war, there has been constant talk 
about dividing Lebanon into sectarian canions until the 
situation finally stabilizes. People wondered: Will what 
happened in Lebanon be repeated in Egypt—especially 
since incidents of sectarian unrest in Egypt have con- 
tinued unceasingly throughout this period up to this day? 


The nature of the relationship between the Copts and 
Muslims in Egypt cannot be understood without 
becoming acquainted with important historical back- 
ground information—which we will quickly recount— 
which goes back to when Christianity entered Egypt in 
the middle of the first century A.D. 


At that time the country was part of the ancient Roman 
Empire, and the Roman emperors had persecuted the 
new Christian religion in all countries belonging to it, 
including Egypt. The worst was the persecution by 
Diocletian, whose rule started in 284 A.D., and the 
Coptic church offered up thousands of “martyrs” in his 
day. They decided to begin their calendar, which is 
known to this day as the ‘Martyrs’ Calendar” as of that 
year. The Coptic new year, called “‘Id al-Niruz,” is 
celebrated every year on 11 September. Likewise, the 
Copts took the ancient Pharaonic months themselves, 
called: Tut, Babah, Hatur, etc., and all of them are linked 
to the Pharaonic heritage and are still used to this day in 
the Egyptian countryside by both Copts and Muslims to 
set agricultural seasons. 


The joy of the Copts did not last long when it was 
proclaimed that Christianity had become the official 
religion of the Byzantine Empire (Eastern Roman) 
Empire in 389 A.D. with the decree issued by Theo- 
dosius. The fifth and sixth centuries were passed in 
religious conflict between theological groups. The Copts 
adhered to the “original” creed, and therefore they called 
themselves “Orthodox,” and they endured persecution a 
second time. Thus we understand why they welcomed 
the entry of the Arabs in 64! A.D., escaping the perse- 
cution of the Byzantine Emperor Heraclius. "Umar Ibn- 
al-’As took advantage of that, and he contacted the 
patriarch, Anba Benjamin, who had fled and been hiding 
in the desert for 13 years, assuring him protection. In 
return, Benjamin sent the Copts of Alexandria to wel- 
come the advancing army of "Umar Ibn-al-’As. There- 
fore, Egypt was not conquered by assault, but rather 
through political stratagems and negotiations, according 
to the methods of that age, and it is the thing that was the 
starting point for the presence of the Copts in Egypt, and 
their settling there up to this this day. 


We do not hear that the Copts of Egypt participated to 
any great extent in the doctrinal or military battles 
between Sunni and Shi’ah, and thus they were not 
involved in the conflict between ‘Ali Ibn-Abu-Talib and 
Mu’awiyah Ibn-Abu-Sufyan, nor were they aware of it, 
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from the standpoint that Egypt was far from the battle- 
ground geographically and culturally. The majority of 
the population in Egypt remained Christian until the 
Fatimids came in the 10th century; likewise the Coptic 
language continued to be used in daily life in Egypt until 
the 12th century. 


During these five centuries (from the 7th century until 
the 12th) Coptic Christianity was there, coexisting with 
Egyptian Islam (thet is, Egytianized Islam) for it was the 
man (within a single family) who usually was the one 
initiating conversian to Islam (for one reason or 
another), whereas his wife would keep her religion, and 
the children, through the ruling of Islamic religious law, 
would convert to Islam. But in daily life, the children 
would go with their father to the Friday prayers in the 
mosque and fast during Ramadan, but they would, as a 
courtesy to their mother, also go with her to church and 
fast during the usual Coptic fasts. 


The attcntion of some sociologists has been drawn to the 
fact that Muslim families in the rural areas still to this 
day refer to their Coptic neighbors with the statement: 
“they are our brothers.” This had its historical beginning 
when the “brothers” of these children were Copts, in 
fact, when the father converted to Islam and the mother 
remained a Coptic Christian. 


Because of this special coexistence over these long cen- 
turies, there have been feelings of friendship and har- 
mony in Egypt between Copts and Muslims that ave rare 
in other places on the Arab scene. This does not mean 
that the Copts have not been persecuted during some 
periods of Muslim rule when the majority of the popu- 
lation of Egypt was Coptic; however the persecution by 
al-Hakim was against all Egyptians; not to mention that 
the persecution of Christians was more harsh and more 
arrogant in the remote dark ages when religious affilia- 
tion was at the heart of the conflict around the Mediter- 
ranean sea. 


Thus the Copts spread throughout all corners of Eguypt 
until hardly a village was without them. It is true there 
were more of them in the cities than in the countryside, 
and more in the southern governorates (in al-Minya and 
Asyut particularly) than on the seaward side (which was 
closer to attacks from the east across the Sinai), but they 
are inherently woven into the fabric of Egyptian society 
with all its good and bad points, and they have left their 
mark on its cultural makeup. Perhaps the fact that they 
are here and have stayed is what gives Egypt a special 
cultural flavor, since it is obvious that Egyptian culture 
stands on two pillars, the first being Islam and the second 
Coptic, that is Egyptian, Christianity. When the state— 
for one reason or another—opposes the Coptic cultural 
component, Co>ts do not protest or resist, and they do 
not impose their cultural peculiarities, rather mostly they 
retreat into their shells. When signs of Egyptian cultural 
“lameness” appear, it is because it is supported by one 
strong leg and another weak one, as if it were striken with 
“cultural polio.” 
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A historical point worth mentioning is that whenever the 
Copts rose on the political, economic, and cultural scene, 
women had a greater role, were more active, and partic- 
ipated more, and Egypt was more balanced and stable, 
and thus would have a greater share in world civilization. 


Whatever the case, Islam in Egypt and Coptic Christi- 
anity coexisted together in harmony rarely seen that has 
withstood time and overcome difficulties and backward- 
ness throughout long centuries. The Copts in this respect 
differ from the Maronites in Lebanon, for example, since 
the mountainous nature imposed that on them. 


Moreover, the Maronites depended on “foreign” influ- 
ence and on economic strength and the skillful use of the 
weapon of money, in addition to a numerical balance, 
something that does not exist in Egypt. 


As for the Copts, as well as the Muslims, they have been 
affected by the flat plain and the wide green valley, and 
have not used violence except when it was forced on 
them. They bore difficulties with beautiful patience, 
realizing that the storms start violently, but with time 
and endurance they abate and their ferocity lessens. 


In summary, the historical thrust of the unique relations 
between Copts and Muslims makes one optimistic about 
the future of this special situation in Egypt. They have 
faced it over the past 20 years, when they experienced 
successive difficulties in many places, but ultimately, 
after things came to a head with the Sunbu incidents in 
1992, the terrorists found that there was nothing they 
could do except leave the Copts “as they are,” and they 
turned, as a way of coming to power, to striking at 
tourism, then investments, and finally the “symbols” of 
power. 


This current cloud will pass, though it might last a while, 
but it will inevitably disappear, and the clouds will lift, 
and the harmony between Copts and Muslims that has 
existed for centuries will return, a unique example of 
coexistence through multiplicity, for diversity is a uni- 
versal phenomenon, and without it life is mundane and 
uniform and becomes miserable. 


IRAQ 


Minister Describes Measures Taken To Deal 
With Sanctions 


94AE0012A Baghdad AL-'IRAQ in Arabic 
19 Aug 93 p 3 


[Article by Ja’far Mahmud] 


[Text] On 12 August struggling President Saddam 
Husayn, may God preserve him, addressed a message to 
our great people calling on them to take economizing 
measures in order to confront the unjust sanctions that 
the enemy of God and humanity has imposed on our 
struggling people. In implementation of the principal 
guidelines contained in the leader president’s message to 
his great people, the state bodies and institutions 
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adopted a series of measures that would boost produ. - 
tivity, create national substitutes, and explore new ways 
to increase production. 


On this occasion AL-’IRAQ had an interview with Dr. 
Umid Midhat Mubarak, minister of health and acting 
minister of labor and social affairs. He spoke about the 
most important actions the ministry has takei., including 
decisions, recommendations, and work priorities as set 
out in the leader’s historical message. He sai 4: 


The Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs has fixed a 
number of priorities governing activities in the light of 
the message from the leader President Saddam Husayn, 
may God protect him. These priorities include: 


—Expanding and improving functions of the ministry 
and its departments, providing social care, social 
security, and social reform, with the aim of developing 
human resources and social solidarity. 


—Reviewing the laws the ministry implements with the 
aim of developing them and improving the level of 
performance. 


—Resisting unacceptable social behaviors (juvenile 
delinquency, panhandling, administrative corruption, 
bribery, and misappropriation) in cooperation with 
the other departments concerned. 


--Watching and observing the state of unemployment by 
carrying out surveys and studies and defining methods 
of dealing with it and lessening its impact through 
cooperation with other quarters. 


—Supporting productive activities of workshops, facto- 
ries, and production cooperatives that belong to the 
ministry with the aim of increasing availability of 
goods for the citizens. 


In the field of saving and economizing, Dr. Umid 
Midhat Mubarak said: 


We have launched large-scale campaigns for servicing 
and maintaining the fixed assets and cooperation 
between the ministry's departments through direct 
implementation and streamlining the use of automo- 
biles, printing equipment, photocopying, stationary, 
water, and electricity. We have also trained a number of 
employees on car maintenance and handling photo- 
graphic equipment. We are enhancing the efficiency of 
the ministry’s employees with a view to cutting time and 
effort expended in implementation of transactions and 
the performance of duties. 


Regarding other economizing measures, the minister 
said: 


Locally manufactured materials have substituted 
imported ones, such as the use of butane gas instead of 
Freon gas in vocational training [sentence as published]. 
Telephone wires are to be used instead of copper wires. 
Old furniture wood has been used to produce wood 
products in the vocational training schools. Repair of 
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damaged electronic computer tapes is being carried out, 
as well as repair of refrigeraturs, freezers, air condi- 
tioning units, ar.d cooling compressors . 


The ministry has also moved surplus furniture between 
the various ministry’s departments in order to meet their 
needs in the various provinces. 


The ministry has utilized remnants from the productive 
cooperative societies for the handicapped for the manu- 
facture of furniture, luggage, aiid children’s toys. It also 
benefited from remnants of manufactured goods in the 
vocational training centers in order to producc other 
training models. 


In the field of cutting costs and expenses, Dr. Umad 
Midhat Mubarak said: 


The issuing of gasoline for cars has been fixed at 350 
liters monthly for land cruiser cars and 250 liters for 
pickup trucks. It has also been decided that the cars 
should be used for several jobs simulaneously and that 
the use of more than one car should be abolished. The 
ministry also accepts donations from the citizens for 
free transportation of the handicapped to and from 
academies. 


In the field of power consumption, some 50 percent of 
electric bulbs have been removed from rooms, in order 
to be used as a reserve instead of buying BULBS. bULBS 
WILL BE USED 59 PERCENT OF THE TIME. tHE 
USE OF AIR CONDITIONING is to be reduced by 25 
percent. 


With regard to cutting costs and expenses in stationary 
consumption, old leiters and records have been reused in 
writing official letters. The printing of reports, studies, 
and research has been reduced to a minimum. Textbooks 
are to be printed on both sides with the minimum 
quantity possible. The telephone is to be used in con- 
ducting some transactions in order to do away with the 
need to write letters. 


The ministry has repaired 23 cars of various types, using 
the available technical resources in the ministry's repair 
shop, adopting the Iraqi method of economizing. 


Concluding, the minister said: 


As a result of these measures and eronomizing steps that 
were taken in all the ministry’s departments, the amount 
the ministry has been able to save totalled 10 million 
Iraqi dinars, in addition to saving 42,400 Swiss francs as 
a result of Iraq discontinuing its membership in the 
International Association for Social Security in the pre- 
vious years. 
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Cabinet Decides on Provision of Goods, 
Commodities 


944E00394A Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 
21 Oct 93 p 3 


[Text] The extraordinary meetings recently held by the 
Cabinet to implement the directives of President com- 
mander Saddam Husayn, may God preserve him, occu- 
pied the cabinet president and his members during the 
pledging of their constitutional oaths before him. They 
focused on the need to concentrate on citizens receiving 
the goods and commodities the country imports as 
smoothly and directly as possible, securing their avail- 
ability without exploitation, and at their actual prices, 
dispensing with the influence of agents and the specula- 
tion of middlemen. 


Citizens who have followed these meetings, which 
reached a number of resolutions in support of the 
recommendations of the Cabinet's specialized commit- 
tees, and closely monitored the local goods and commod- 
ities that have been manufactured and produced locally, 
and those imported, chiefly foodsiuffs and medical sup- 
plies, are watching. The Cabinet has enacted a set of 
controls to govern their use, so that they may reach the 
citizens in a fair way, and at prices that are not burden- 
some. 


Since the commander met with the president of the 
Cabinet and its members, it was excellently conveyed 
that the president's idea was mainly fixed upon directing 
the Cabinet on the need to focus its work at this time on 
taking executive measures to guarantee the flow of goods 
and commodities, which the state produces and imports 
to citizens through the most efficient channels. An end 
must be put to the phenomenon of middlemen, and of 
the agents of whom it has been proved that they were 
behind price rises and multiplications, many times their 
actual purchase prices from state institutions. There are 
many examples of this, especially with tires, batteries, 
cigarettes, building materials and equipment, foodstuffs, 
and medical goods, most of which are imported. 


The directive of the commander, may God preserve 
him, and his guidance of the Cabinet focused on the 
importance of studying the possibility of using ration 
cards as the basis for the direct channeling of goods, so 
that everything the country produces will reach its 
citizens directly, without middlemen. Or adopting the 
principle of a single direct agent while the distribution 
process provides for controls forbidding speculation 
and price gouging. This is what the Cabinet announced 
about its conclusion some days ago, and hopes to make 
its way toward implementing soon, as a working plan, 
or blueprint for all productive government institutions 
and departments of the Ministry of Trade that handle 
the import of goods and commodities from outside 
Iraq and their distribution through channels to mar- 
kets and citizens. 


We believe that the Cabinet’s resolutions oversaw the 
need of market conditions, the greed of speculators, the 
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dishonesty of middlemen, and the weakness of many 
agents’ commitment to realistic pricing. We believe, 
however, that, based on the experience of the last three 
years, any resolutions, no matter how precise their 
provisions, will still fall short in achieving the results 
intended by the directive of the people’s commander 
unless they are accompanied by effective follow-up mea- 
sures to be taken by specialized executive agencies. The 
Cabinet itself should also follow-up the implementation 
of its instructions and resolutions. Market conditions 
and the majority of those working in it confirm that the 
intention of saboteurs—who are not small in number—is 
Ongoing: to burden and obstruct the people, as if pur- 
posely carrying out the evil objectives planned by an 
enemy seeking to strengthen the oppressive embargo on 
Iraq and its people. 


The experience of the official executive agencies—this is 
the truth—have not had the result of putting a stop to 
negative phenomena in the market, or with the mer- 
chants who are still engaging in price speculation and 
withdrawing some basic goods from the market, 
hoarding them until the price pleases them better. Then 
they make them available again at higher prices. This 
constant, ongoing game—as we perceive it in the market 
these days—goes so far as to include goods that the 
government had previously banned trafficking in or 
promotion of, such as foreign cigarettes, which are now 
not sold secretly and craftily, but openly. Where are the 
official agencies? Have they finished their job? Now that 
forbidden goods are hoarded, only to reappear when 
surveillance (!) absents itself? I say that the absence of 
surveillance incriminates no one. It is well-known that 
the goods that have disappeared, or disappear every now 
and then, whether due to price speculation or a bar on 
their circulation, are hoarded in certain places owned by 
merchants. They are chosen by official parties in the 
Ministry of Trade, which had previously organized an 
inventory of the merchants’ warehouses to find out 
where hoarding was going on, in order to monitor what 
goods are withdrawn and sent back into the markets. Is 
the official agency carrying out its monitorir® of ware- 
houses and finding out what is inside and outside them, 
to ensure stability of supply and demand, and price 
stability? If they are doing so carefully and routinely, 
then how have banned goods been hoarded? If these 
agencies had been following up the market supply of 
these banned goods, how have the banned things 
appeared so widely and openly these days, and at such 
inflated prices? How have agents sold goods produced by 
government institutions at exorbitant prices? Why have 
agents so comfortably ignited the market and made it a 
source of worry for citizens, and of sheer terror for those 
on limited incomes? 


There can be no doubt that the Cabinet’s measures in 
support of the directive of President commander 
Saddam Husayn are aimed at providing conditions that 
will put a stop to the speculators’ games and the fishing 
in troubled waters on the part of middlemen first of all, 
and some agents, too. The measures will prevent their 
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continued exploitation of the embargo conditions, pro- 
longation of our people’s suffering, and the illegitimate 
wealth they have reaped from speculation and exploita- 
tion that always lead to troubled market conditions. 


Because this is the purpose of the resolutions and mea- 
sures resulting from the studies and discussions of the 
Cabinet’s specialized committees, and in order that 
implementation be in harmony with this great purpose 
and aspiring to it, we find that it is accompanied by close 
monitoring, beginning with the formation of a special- 
ized ministerial committee, which are responsible the 
task of directing the process of implementation, to 
intervene at the appropriate time to correct the course 
here and make necessary, direct changes in field mea- 
sures there. 


For the measures to come more quickly and beneficially, 
the agencies responsible for the markets, who deal with 
them, should act more effectively and decisively to put 
an end to speculation and exploitation, and to prevent 
continued violations of instructions and controls. The 
important thing is for the measures to prolong the major 
elements to blame for market unrest and not hand it over 
to harmful middlemen and agents, and to humble these 
elements. 


The important thing about the measures is that they 
show renewed attention on the part of the people’s 
combatant commander Saddam Husayn for his people, 
the minutest details of whose lives are his primary 
concern. It is for their sake that he made his new 
directive, and to realize a better life for them, the 
commander called for the Cabinet to implement the 
directives of the President commander at this time. This 
deserves pride and loyalty for him, who is always 
attending to the well being of his people. This explains 
the depth of the relationship between commander 
Saddam Husayn and his family: the Iraqis. 


Advisory Group Reports on Collapsing Economy 


93AE0581A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
6 Sep 93 p 10 


[Report from Paris by Randah Tagiy-al-Din: “Iraqi 
Advisory Group Reports on Collapsing Iraqi Economy’”’] 


[Text] The society of Iraqi intellectuals known as the 
Iraqi Advisory Group headed by Adib al-Jadir issued its 
second annual report on Iraqi economic conditions in 
the years 1992 and 1993. The report puts Iraq’s gross 
national product [GDP] for that period at 806 billion 
Iraqi dinars at current prices or 303 billion dinars in real 
terms based on 1980 prices. This means that [Iraq’s] 
GDP is currently at its 1962 levels. 


The report finds a problem with that because Iraq’s 
population has expanded to 20 million from an esti- 
mated 7.3 million in 1962. The ratio of GDP to the 
population translates into a per capita figure of 174 
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dinars that means, according to the report, that personal 
standards of living are currently at the same levels they 
were at back in the 1960's. 


Also, according to the report, Iraq has been able to 
realize some hard-currency profits from various sources 
including some petroleum sales to Jordan and Turkey; 
the sale of Iraqi Government reserves of gold, vehicles, 
and mechanical equipment; the sale of individual gold 
possessions, the liquidation of private accounts held 
overseas to finance trade; and the release of a small 
portion of assets and deposits with certain foreign gov- 
ernments. The report added that Iraq was able to raise 
between $1 and $2 billion for small purchases of food- 
stuffs, medicine, and other commodities. The report 
indicated that Iraq has been able to revamp the country’s 
war-damaged infrastructure to some extent thanks to 
some foreign exchange, to prewar inventories, and to its 
large cadres of technicians and professionals. That devel- 
opment was reported in a number of Western newspa- 
pers but such reconstruction efforts were limited and 
most of them implemented early-on in Baghdad at the 
expense of other cities. Furthermore, certain spare parts 
were consigned from some establishments to others 
because of limited inventories during the war. The 
government's determination to spend generously on 
security organizations and the armed forces, as well as 
the launching of military campaigns in more than one 
location in the country, had a definite impact by squan- 
dering the state’s limited resources and diverting them 
from the civilian economy to nonproductive enterprises. 


The report explained that continued sanctions, Iraqi 
Government rejection of the U.N. Security Council 
resolution on the sale of limited quantities of Iraqi oil, 
and the regime’s inability to secure foreign exchange 
outside normal channels—all those were additional fac- 
tors that [undermined] reconstruction and production 
since a large number of factories were closed or scaled 
down and their workers laid off. The private industrial 
sector, meanwhile, has been operating at 10 percent of 
capacity and unemployment has been aggravated by the 
large numbers of soldiers returning after the war. 


The report, quoting official government figures, said that 
the rate of unemployment is unprecedented in Iraq’s 
modern history. It emphasized the gravity of the crisis in 
view of the fact that prior to the blitzkrieg in Kuwait, the 
Iraqi economy employed more than 3 million Arab 
workers as well as tens of thousands of foreign workers 
employed by their companies in Iraq. 


It added that the agricultural sector was better posi- 
tioned than its industrial counterpart because agriculture 
was the main obje.. of the government’s technological 
thrust. Government provides incentives in the form of 
high prices paid to farmers to help boost production, 
which had declined in the years 1992 and !993. But the 
sector remains critical due to shortages of insecticides, 
spare parts, seeds, and irrigation equipment. 
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On the subject of living standards, the report said that 
living and health conditions in Iraq are continually 
eroding due to the impact of the war, the uprising, 
inflation, unemployment, the economic recession, and 
the current fragmentation. Commodity prices had risen 
in February 1993 to 15 Iraqi dinars for a kilogram of 
rice, 16 dinars for a kilo of sugar, and 75 dinars for a kilo 
of meat. This reflects a fifty-fold, or 5,000-percent, rise 
in food prices since the invasion of Kuwait. In other 
words, the misery of the people has aggravated and 
poverty has overtaken the middle class. As to educa- 
tional standards, the report said that the younger gener- 
ations have left, and continue to leave the country. 


The government, in order to ward off total collapse, has 
been offering certain commodities at reduced prices but 
the stocks of those goods can only supply between 
one-third and one-half of the minimum calories daily 
requirements of individuals. 


Hospitals have been forced to accept only emergencies. 
Medical shortages caused an 82-percent decline in med- 
ical examinations and an 86-percent decline in surgical 
operations. 


On the Iraqi dinar’s exchange rate, the report said that 
the dinar’s drop in value in the 1980's seems slight 
compared to the fate it was to meet with the invasion of 
Kuwait. The freezing of Iraqi assets, sanctions, shortages 
of consumer goods and especially foods and medicines, 
emigration, inflation, currency speculation, the con- 
tinual printing of more and more dinars, and concern 
over the future—all have contributed to the collapse of 
the dinar’s exchange rate to 5 cents or 2 U.S. cents [as 
published], or even to | cent on occasion. The official 
rate of exchange, meanwhile, has remained at $3.21 per 
single dinar. The report opined that the decline in dinar 
value reflects the country’s economic crisis since it fails 
to secure the foreign exchange needed to meet Jemand. 
The report pointed out that in order to contain the 
dinar’s decline, the Iraqi Government decreed on 3 May 
1993 to withdraw from circulation the 25-dinar notes 
that had been printed in Britain prior to the Gulf crisis 
and came to be known as the Swiss notes. The govern- 
ment also levied a travel tax of 15,000 dinars and closed 
Iraqi borders with Jordan for a week. 


Regarding the oil sector, the report said that Iraqi oil 
policy has recently focused on two strategies— 
negotiating with foreign oil companies on potential 
exploration and development once sanctions are lifted, 
and negotiating with the U.N. Secretariat over the sale of 
limited quantities of oil in order to supply the country’s 
humanitarian needs. It added that the government plans 
to raise its oil-producing capacity from 3 million to 6 
million barrels per day by the end of the current decade. 


Observers, according to the report, believe that such 
expectations are overstated despite the country’s huge oil 
reserves because the Iraqi oil industry has been impacted 
by the neglect and destruction it suffered during the two 
years after the war; not to men ion the fragility of the 
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internal political situation and the country’s present 
isolation for several years to come. 


Interview With Presidential Adviser Ja’far Diya’ 
Ja’far 

93A4E0623A Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 
26 Aug 93 p 3 


[Interview with Dr. Ja’far Diya’ Ja’far, Iraqi scientist and 
presidential adviser, by Basil al-Khatib; place and date 
not given: “’’Science and Its Practice“] 


[Text] Dr. Ja’*far Diya’ Ja’far is a creative Iraqi scientist 
and an adviser at the presidential office. Whoever meets 
him experiences a mixture of admiration, confidence, 
and reassurance. The admiration is for his extreme 
modesty, courteousness, great learning, broad knowl- 
edge, frankness, and vitality. One feels the confidence, 
mixed with pride, when Dr. Ja’far reviews the brilliant 
accomplishments made recently by Iraqi scientific and 
engineering cadres and what is scheduled to be accom- 
plished in the coming phases. 


The following interview is tantamount to an attempt to 
get close to the thoughts, ideas, and interests of Dr. Ja’far 
Diya’ Ja’far, the man who greatly relishes transforming 
ideas into practical applications whose fruits are enjoyed 
by everybody. 


One feels reassured about Iraq’s present and future as 
long as Iraq has a historic leader who has liberated Iraqis 
from slavery and backwardness, has reinforced their 
self-confidence, and has released their creative capabili- 
ties, which have been embodied in the new construction 
and development saga. This saga has turned innovation 
and creativity into a daily exercise in which Iraqis fight 
the impossible. 


[Al-Khatib] What are the most significant accomplish- 
ments of the electricity restoration campaign and what 
are the lessons learned from it? 


[Ja’far] Numerous outstanding accomplishments have 
been made during the campaign to restore the electricity 
sector. But what is most outstanding are the results 
achieved by the campaign that has secured electricity for 
the citizens. However, one can mention certain plants 
that have been restored with remarkable efforts, of which 
Iraqis are entitled to feel proud. Of these, one can 
mention, as an example, the generators in al-Musayyib, 
al-Dawrah, al-Najaf, Saddam Dam, Bayji, al-Nasiriyah, 
and al-Harthah. Perhaps restoration of the transformer 
of the fourth unit in al-Harthah steam plant has been the 
most important technical accomplishment in the cam- 
paign to restore the electricity sector. The trip to restore 
this gigantic transformer has been interspersed with 
significant technical accomplishments which, I believe, 
have been made for the first time by anybody other than 
the international industrial corporations who produce 
such transformers. 


[Al-Khatib] What about lessons and examples? 
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[Ja’far] The most important lessons learned are that 
there are Iraqi human capabilities that can accomplish 
big and important tasks when they are challenged; when 
they have leaders who understand what must be accom- 
plished in order to serve Iraq; and when the leadership is 
aware of the role that the engineer, the scientist, and the 
technician can, rather must, undertake in order to 
achieve the desired progress. We must keep in mind that 
numerous tasks similar to, even less difficult and com- 
plex than, the tasks accomplished during the restoration 
Campaign used to be performed by foreign companies 
prior to the blockade. This is the first lesson. 


The other main lesson is embodied in the great benefit 
actually gained from the cooperation of the specialized 
sectors and from their support for each other in order to 
complement one another. The electricity sector has been 
assisted by a large number of the other sectors’ special- 
ists, especially the industry and military manufacturing 
sectors. 


This beneficent cooperation has produced extremely 
positive results; has led to the integration of various 
sectors; and has given workers great confidence in them- 
selves and in their intrinsic capabilities. It has also given 
them great confidence in their colleagues and peers in 
other sectors who have longer experience in how to rely 
on one’s self to develop appropriate solutions for any 
technological or technical problems they face. 


[Al-Khatib] To be frank, Mr. adviser, as happy and 
proud as the citizen feels when he hears of and touches 
the fruits of the electricity restoration campaign and of 
this campaign’s brilliant accomplishments, the same 
citizen is still perplexed by the low (and sometimes 
primitive) standard he encounters and deals with 
directly at the maintenance centers. We wonder: what is 
the reason for this great disparity in standard and what 
are the means to deal with this negative situation? 


[Ja’far] What you have said is real and true. But let me 
point out the following to you: the electricity sector is 
one of the relatively large sectors, considering that it 
includes nearly 25,000 workers who constitute a signifi- 
cant percentage of the workforce of the Ministry of 
Industry and Minerals. 


This sector consists of central organizational units 
entrusted with generating power and transmitting it 
through the main super-voltage 400- kilovolt and high- 
voltage 132-kilovolt power lines. Thereafter, power dis- 
tribution installations deal with the medium and low- 
voltage power lines and are in charge of the distribution 
networks and of delivering electricity to the citizens. 


During the tyrannical 30-country aggression, the 
majority of power-generating plants supervised by the 
Public Power Production Authority sustained very 
heavy damage. The objective of the electricity sector 
restoration campaign has been to put these plants back in 
service. 
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The majority of the advanced engineering and technical 
cadres work at the Public Power Production Authority. 
These are the sectors that have contributed to restoring 
the electricity sector, keeping in mind that they are not 
known to the citizens because they do not deal with 
citizens directly. 


The majority of the cadres in the distribution agencies 
are of lower scientific and technical levels, and these are 
the cadres that are ordinarily in direct contact with 
citizens. 


All of the above makes evident the difference between 
the technical, scientific, and experience levels of the 
cadres working in production and those working in 
distribution. We are aware of this problem and we are 
making serious efforts to remedy it in the organizational, 
administrative, and technical fields. Certain organiza- 
tional and technical approaches could be imposed on the 
distribution authorities to enhance their performance 
greatly. But to deal with the problem in a fundamental 
way, time and material requirements are needed, and 
some of these requirements are not available currently 
and cannot be secured because of the blockade imposed 
on our country. However, it can be said that we will go 
ahead with the administrative and organizational cures 
in order to enable the distribution sector to achieve the 
highest efficiency possible. 


[Al-Khatib] What are the most significant ideas and 
plans concerning power storage? 


[Ja’far] Power storage is important for our country 
because of the changing electricity consumption rate 
throughout the day. This rate changes within a few hours 
of the day from the minimum rate (lowest delivery) to 
the maximum rate (highest delivery). Because of this 
fluctuation, we are in dire need to store power, especially 
since electricity production plants need stable transfer 
throughout the day. Thus, it is evident that we need to 
store power when demand is low and to repump it into 
the network when demand exceeds the daily average. 
This is the main idea behind power storage. 


[Al-Khatib] So, there is an actual need to store power in 
Iraq? 


[Ja’far] Certainly, in order to achieve the following: 


* operate the power production plants at a steady pace 
and stable production. 

e store excess power when actual transfer is below 
average. 

¢ re-pump stored power into the network when demand 
exceeds the average. 


[Al-Khatib] What are the possible means of storage? 


[Ja’far] Two means of power storage are employed in the 
world: 


1. Pump water from a low site to a higher site (a lake 
atop a mountain or a hill, for example). The volume 
of stored power corresponds proportionately to height 
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and volume (weight). The higher the elevation, the 
smaller is the water volume needed to generate the 
same electricity volume. 


2. Air or gas pressure: air or gas is compressed by special 
compressors and stored under pressure equaling 60 
times ordinary atmospheric pressure. This air or gas 
(and it can be the gas accompanying oil production) is 
stored in special underground tanks. When needed, 
the air or gas is passed through gas turbines to 
generate electricity. When this means is used, the 
power produced is proportionate with pressure differ- 
ence and volume of pressurized air or gas. We should 
keep in mind that pressurized gas storage technology 
is a relatively new technology and that appropriate 
underground storage facilities are needed for the 


purpose. 


[Al-Khatib] What are the latest developments in the 
five-country linkage project? 


[Ja’far] You are aware that the objective of this project 
is to link the power networks of the region’s countries 
(Iraq, Jordan, Egypt, Syria, and Turkey). Preliminary 
agreements were concluded a few months ago, and we 
are awaiting final ratifications. The project is com- 
prised of several smaller projects that are implemented 
bilaterally (at least five independent projects). Each of 
these projects has its costs and its timetable. The 
implementation of some of these projects will continue 
until the end of this century. Insofar as Iraq is con- 
cerned, feasibility studies and detailed blueprints have 
been prepared. We are awaiting final technical 
approval. Then financing will be sought from parties 
that finance such projects. 


[Al-Khatib] Is there a plan to establish a new electricity 
price? 


[Ja’far] A proposal for a new tariff is being examined by 
the Council of Ministers. Its most prominent price is the 
gradation of power prices and the linking of prices to 
volume of consumption while taking into account people 
with limited income. There will be an increase in prices 
for big consumers in the residential and commercial 
sectors. The aim is to streamline consumption. 


[Al-Khatib] What do you mean by big consumers? 


[Ja’far] Big consumers are those who consume more than 
1,200 energy units (kilowatt/hour) monthly, keeping in 
mind that 8 percent of the residential sector subscribers 
consume more than 40 percent the total energy used by 
this sector. There are proposed increases for big con- 
sumers in the commercial sector. Some may say that 
[ordinary] citizens will be affected by the increase pro- 
posed for big consumers in the commercial sector. But 
such a statement would not be accurate, because a 
merchant can streamline his consumption to ensure 
lower prices. Frankly, I believe that this is the appro- 
priate way to ensure streamlined consumption. 


[Al-Khatib] What about the other sectors? 
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[Ja’far] The state provides a big subsidy to the agricul- 
tural, industrial, and governmental sectors and to hospi- 
tals and physicians’ clinics, selling theni electricity at 
cost or by adding a small profit margin of no more than 
10 percent. 


[Al-Khatib] What is new regarding northern al-Jazirah 
irrigation project? 


[Ja’far] The Ministry of Industry and Minerals has 
decided to complete the second phase of the northern 
al-Jazirah irrigation project, which was left incomplete 
by foreign firms after 2 August 1990. This phase pro- 
vides for irrigating 150,000 additional donums and for 
shifting them from dryland farming to irrigated farming 
(complementary irrigation) in order to enable farmers to 
irrigate their land and not to rely on rainfall and climatic 
conditions. The project will be completed before year’s 
end, God willing. 


[Al-Khatib] What about utilization of the water used to 
cool steam plants? 


[Jafar] We have proposed that water used to cool 
steam-operated power production plants be used for 
irrigation purposes. After detailed studies, it became 
evident to us that it is possible to build technically and 
economically feasible irrigation projects at four out of 
eight plants. Studies have shown that sites of the other 
four plants are not suitable for such projects because the 
plants are located in the middle of cities. The chosen 
plants are al-Dibs, Bayji, al-Nasiriyah, and al-Harthah. 
We expect that when these projects are implemented, the 
irrigated acreage will be increased by 300,000 donums. 


[Al-Khatib] The civil sector’s electronics industry con- 
tinues to be below par. What are your plans to enhance 
this sector? 


[Ja’far] There are serious plans to reconsider the strategy 
of the electronics industry and to develop this industry. 
This is a national, not sectorial, strategy for well-known 
reasons. But the conditions resulting from the tyrannical 
blockade place serious obstacles in the path of imple- 
menting the new strategy because of the special nature of 
this sector and of the intensive financing and investment 
it requires, not to mention the need for the availability of 
certain types of equipment which aren’t easy to produce 
in Iraq currently. 


[Al-Khatib] What is your assessment of computer use in 
the electricity and industry sectors? 


[Jafar] We aren’t pleased with the level of the current 
applications in the electricity and industry sectors. We 
believe that there are big opportunities to develop uses 
and applications. We have begun to move in this direc- 
tion at numerous levels, especially in distribution and in 
control at the main and subsidiary control centers, as 
well as in securing databases and issuing electricity bills, 
plus other activities. 


[Al-Khatib] By the way, is there a plan to change the 
system of electricity billing? 
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[Jafar] The frequency at which electricity bills are 
issued to the residential sector will be changed as of the 
beginning of this coming August. The current fre- 
quency (one bill every two months) will be replaced by 
a number of frequencies: once every month, once every 
two months, once every four months, and perhaps once 
every year, depending on the consumption rate. This 
consumption rate in a geographic area, not in each 
home independently, will determine the frequency at 
which bills are issued. 


[Al-Khatib] What is the blockade’s impact on technology 
transfer? 


[Ja’far] Technology is transferred in two ways. The first 
is the easier, and it is embodied in enlisting the help of 
foreign parties to acquire a certain product or certain 
technology. It has become extremely difficult to follow 
this way because of the blockade imposed on our country 
and because of our meager revenues in foreign exchange. 


The second method is the more difficult, and it fully 
relies On our intrinsic efforts and on our utilization of 
published international knowledge and of human heri- 
tage, which belongs to all mankind. When we are con- 
fronted with a problem, we enlist the help of what is 
known about it or what is published about in related 
international literature. In other words, we go to human 
heritage and ladle out of it whatever helps us understand 
the means to deal with the problem we face, meaning 
that we start where others have already reached. 


As you can see, this method is more difficult because it 
requires patience, effort, and persistence. But it is bene- 
ficial and fruitful and it teaches us more than the first 
method does. 


Despite the serious difficulties emanating from the 
tyrannical blockade imposed on our country and 
despite its general impact on our efforts to transfer 
technology, the situation hasn’t been totally devoid of 
benefits. The blockade has taught us to manage our 
affairs more efficiently, relying on our intrinsic capa- 
bilities. This lesson will have numerous positive effects 
in the long run. 


{Al-Khatib] What, in your opinion, is the most signifi- 
cant scientific accomplishment since the blockade? 


[Ja’far] It is our method of fighting the blockade. If it 
weren't for science and the scientific method, we 
wouldn’t have been able to devise and develop appro- 
priate methods to confront the blockade and overcome 
its negative effects. Here, we must praise our historic 
leadership’s active and creative role in innovation, orga- 
nization, and management of the restoration and the 
new construction processes according to a precise scien- 
tific system and precise sequences that have gained the 
admiration of the entire world. The role played by Iraqi 
scientific and engineering cadres in leading these pro- 
cesses to success and in accomplishing the goals defined 
by the leadership. 
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[Al-Khatib] Administration is often a burden to the 
scientist. We wonder: how do you view administrative 
responsibility, and do you feel its weight on your 
shoulders? 


[Ja’far] At the outset of my life as a civil servant, my 
attention was focused on basic sciences and, therefore, 
I considered administration a heavy burden which one 
would do well to avoid. But when my interest in 
applied aspects surfaced, I noticed that many good 
ideas fail when applied, not because they are unfit or 
faulty, but because of poor management and applica- 
tion. Gradually, I became convinced that good ideas 
require determination and a clear vision, as they need 
people who believe in them and interact with them. On 
the basis of this understanding of affairs, administra- 
tion is a heavy burden or a shackle no longer but a 
means to put ideas into practical application so as to 
achieve the public good. 


[Al-Khatib] Are you optimistic or pessimistic? 


[Ja’far] Generally, 1 am optimistic. I look at the positive 
side before the negative side and | try to overcome 
negative aspects. Pessimism is the easier solution. 


[Al-Khatib] What is the number of scientific studies you 
have published outside Iraq? 


[Ja’far] More than 30 studies, to my recollection. 


[Al-Khatib] Do you still keep up with international 
scientific and technological developments? 


[Jafar] I try to keep up with international scientific and 
technological events and developments. What has 
aroused my interest recently in the field of mathematics 
is the solution found to the Fermat problem. In physics, 
there has been some progress in understanding universal 
phenomena and primary particles. Regarding funda- 
mental evolutionary theories, there has been some 
progress in the issue of black holes and the theory of 
basic universal formation. Regarding the physics of 
primary particles, there has been progress on the so- 
called standard model of matter formation. 


[Al-Khatib] What do you read, and what is the latest 
book you have read? 


[Ja’far] The latest book was The Dynamic Response of 
Structures to the Force of Winds and of Earthquakes. 1am 
interested in numerous subjects that are beyond my field 
of specialization, including communications and recep- 
tion of signals from artificial satellites, a subject of which 
I have become fond. Another subject of which I have 
become fond is radio sets and their development through 
history. I have lesser interest in history, politics, and 
literature. 


[Al-Khatib] How about hobbies? 


[Ja’far] Sports, especially swimming and squash, and 
stamp collecting. 
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[Al-Khatib] What is the story of the warnings about the 
dangers of smoking at your office? 


[Ja’far}] All there is to the story is that I have become 
convinced of the harm and dangers of smoking to health. 
For your information, I smoked until 1 January 1987, 
when I decided to abandon this harmful habit, and I 
advise others to do the same. 


Turkish General Meets Kurdish Leaders in 
Kurdistan 


93AE0594A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic I Sep 93 p 4 


[Article by Kamran Qurrah Daghi: “Kurds Meet Turkish 
General and Saddam Invites Them to ‘Return’”} 


[Text] London—Informed sources in Ankara and Irbil 
confirmed to AL-HAYAH that Turkish Gendarmerie 
Chief General Aydin Iter will meet Wednesday at Salah- 
al-Din with Iraqi Kurdish leaders a day after the invita- 
tion extended by Iraqi President Saddam Husayn to the 
“deviant” Kurds to return to their “fatherland.” 


Along with Kurdish leaders Mas’ud Barzani and Jalal 
Talabani, General Iltir will discuss matters related to 
border security between Turkey and Iraqi Kurdistan, in 
the context of the agreement signed by the two parties in 
October of last year, which resulted in removal of 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) fighters from the 
border strip in northern Iraq from which they had 
launched attacks against Turkey. 


It was initially decided that Talabani and Barzani would 
meet with the Turkish general in Ankara last June; 
however, the meeting was postponed when Talabani, 
who was in Damascus, could not reach Ankara at the 
specified time. He thus postponed his trip and left for 
Kurdistan directly from Syria. On the other hand, 
Barzani and General Iltir agreed to set a new date for a 
triparty meeting. 


The sources stated that the position taken with respect to 
the PKK would be among the topics of discussion 
between the two parties. In October of last year the 
Kurdish administration in northern Iraq signed an agree- 
ment with the party, by virtue of which conditions under 
which party fighters could be stationed in areas under 
the administration’s jurisdiction were specified, 
including the promise to refrain from launching any 
attacks against Turkey from northern Iraq. 


Recently, Turks and Kurds from northern Iraq have 
complained that the party had violated the agreement on 
more than one occasion. Mid-month of last month the 
Kurdish administration decided to shut down WELAT 
newspaper, published in Irbil by PKK partisans. Two 
weeks ago, Barzani launched a vicious attack against the 
party, and asked it to refrain from dispatching a delega- 
tion to attend the eleventh conference of the Kurdish 
Democratic Party, which concluded its deliberations last 
week in Irbil. [Barzani] said that the PKK had com- 
mitted itself to abide by the agreement with the Kurdish 
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administration and that no problem would ensue should 
it do so. However, he warned that members of PKK 
would be unable to “remain in our region” should they 
violate the law. 


For his part, Peshmarga Affairs Minister Jabbar Farman, 
who is from PUK [Patriotic Union of Kurdistan] within 
the Kurdish government, emphasized that, “We will not 
permit the PKK to violate the agreement (with the 
government) and launch attacks from our territories 
against Turkey.” 


In Baghdad, in statements published by the press and 
carried by Agence France Press, the Iraqi president 
invited the Kurds to “choose their fatherland.” During 
the reception of members of the executive office of the 
National Union of Iraqi Students, which falls under the 
authority of the ruling Ba’th Party, he stated, “He who 
wants to be included within the nation, even after 
committing a sin, would forever be welcome,” and, 
“Even those who have deviated from the area of self- 
rule, should they choose the fatherland, [will find] that 
its doors are always open, and its bosom always as that of 
a mother or father.” 


It is observed that he [Saddam] spoke of “deviants” 
rather than “hirelings” or “traitors,” terms he is accus- 
tomed to using to describe the Kurdish leadership. He 
implicitly invited the Kurdish leadership to reconcili- 
ation, saying, ““When we lived as one family, the 
foreigner outside of Iraq, whether American, English 
or of any other nationality, would not dare to set foot 
upon our land.” 


Plight of Marsh Dwellers, Saddam’s Plans 
Described 


94AE0046A London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
7 Nov 93 pp 28-31 


[Unattributed article: ““Marsh Hell: Iraqi Forces Drain 
Them To Control Opposition”’] 


[Text] Eyewitnesses recently arrived in Iran have con- 
firmed that Iraqi forces wearing gas masks attacked their 
villages in the marsh region. They also asserted that they 
had returned to their homes in the northeastern region of 
the al-Hammar marsh to find a large number of dead 
soldiers who had not been struck by bullets. They 
thought that the wind current had changed, and that the 
poison gases had killed the soldiers. They say that Iraqi 
forces returned a few days later and destroyed what 
remained of their villages, as part of a campaign against 
Shi’ite-populated regions. 


In a report to the United Nations, British Conservative 
Member of Parliament [MP] Emma Nicolson indicated 
that doctors at the Iranian border treated six persons for 
chemical poisoning, and that one of them died. She 
added, in her call to the United Nations, that “the gas 
used was not phosphorus, not liquid tear gas, nor yet 
napalm. It was a poison chemical gas.” 
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While the MP was calling on the United Nations to do 
something to halt the tragic annihilation of the people of 
the marshes, the first report of the “cleansing” of the 
marshes, which began last August, to be supported by 
eyewitness accounts, appeared. The actions have led to 
the death of more than 600 people. The report confirms 
that a large number of the corpses the Iraqi Government 
tunred over to the families had been soaking in a pool of 
blood, and that it was hard to identify them. Most had 
been in the Abu-Ghurayb Prison in Baghdad. 


Dr. Hamid al-Bayyati, of the Iraqi opposition, also 
confirmed that some of the documents offered proved 
that Saddam Husayn had permitted the 4th Army to use 
chemical weapons against the marsh dwellers. 


One of the marsh refugees in Iran, Karim, says that: “We 
can no longer bury our dead in al-Najaf as we used to do, 
because the government troops beseiged us and killed 
whoever ventured out. So we had to bury our dead in our 
homes, and when we fled we left them behind.” He went 
on to describe life in the marshes: “All the wells were 
destroyed, and what remained of them was filled with 
worms. Their drinking water was nearly gone. When the 
soldiers reached a village, they burned everything and 
arrested the young men.” 


With the onset of winter, the case of the refugees from 
Iraq’s southeastern marsh region began to take on inter- 
national dimensions. Its people had been forced out and 
bombarded, and their land has been burned and their 
marshes drained since last spring. 


Iran’s Position 


The call of Iranian Interior Minister for Expatriate 
Affairs Ahmad Hoseini, who is responsible for refugees 
in Iran, stirred unease over the fate of the 600,000 Iraqi 
marsh dwellers. He has confirmed that the 5,000 Iraqi 
refugees who had made it to the Iranian border in the last 
two months are living in encampments and suffering 
international neglect and all sorts of illnesses. 


The people who fled the marshes are now grouped 
southwest of Khuzestan. Only meager quantities of food 
and medical aid have reached them. 


On another front, a television report recently broadcast 
in Britain showed tens of thousands of marsh dwellers 
trying to flee their region and get to Iran or al-Basrah and 
its surrounding areas, after the Iraqi forces started to 
attack daily, with no respite in the assaults against them 
to expel them from their land and marshes. 


The Iraqi Government is using all methods to empty this 
watery region—whose cultural history goes back 5,000 
years—of its residents, and drain the marshes by 
dividing them into small watery patches. 


One of the eyewitnesses who was able to get in and out of 
the marshes said that the the marsh disaster is forgotten. 
The government in Iraq is pursuing a vendetta against 
the Shiite inhabitants who received, in their reed 
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houses, refugees from al-Basrah and its suburbs, after the 
failed uprising that swept the southern cities after the 
war to liberate Kuwait. 


Many fled to these swamps, which it was difficult for the 
army to penetrate, and some of them still live there with 
their families, living by fishing, growing rice, or selling 
carpets made of reeds. 


The people of the marshes, living in a 6,000-square mile 
area, rely upon the flooding of the Tigris and Euphrates 
Rivers in the winter and spring. Saddam Husayn, has, 
however, ordered the diversion of the flow of the Euph- 
rates into a huge water channel called the Third River, 
while trying to establish another artificial river called the 
Fourth River. 


In addition, the Iraqi Government has taken it upon 
itself to drain the marshes and turn them into expanses 
of burned land by the use of chemical substances. This is 
so that the people would not be able to hide among the 
high reeds, or sell them to stay alive. And so they are 
leaving their land like frightened birds, chased by Iraqi 
forces. 


Environmental Catastrophe 


What is occurring in the marshes goes beyond the human 
disaster and the elimination of their inhabitants. It is 
also an environmental catastrophe, and the elimination 
of an ancient culture with its own unique roots and 
identity. The existence of the marsh region in southern 
Iraq represented an environmental balance in the region. 
The draining of the marshes, poisoning of the land, and 
change of the water course will have a destructive effects 
for long years to come. 


The member of Parliament involved in the marsh issue, 
Emma Nicolson, says, after her tour of the Iranian-Iraqi 
borders, that “I stood shocked at that I saw. We were 
awaiting the arrival of 200 refugees, most of them 
women and children, at an encampment in Iran. Sud- 
denly we heard the sound of a ground-to-ground missile, 
followed by the firing of a machine gun, coming from a 
recenily constructed high platform. From that platform 
the Iraqi soldiers were sniping at the people fleeing the 
hell of the marshes day and night. There were two miles 
between the refugees and the safe shore, but it took them 
several hours to cross. Some cf them died in the brackish 
water, and some of the children who made it died 
subsequently fom acute diarrhea.” 


According to some information, 6,000 persons had 
reached Iran as of the end of August 1993, while thou- 
sands made it to Iraqi cities and villages in the al-Basrah 
area. 


S:itellites 


Recent satellite photos are proof of the marsh catas- 
trophe, of their being transformed into an arid desert. 
Pictures that had previously shown the marsh region as 
fertile and green now show it as arid and dust colored. 
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The photos also show the huge dams built to stop the 
flow of the Euphrates south in the direction of the 
marshes. The Huwayzah marsh, however, along the 
border with Iran, is still alive, along with the al-’-Amarah 
marsh, and through them some of the residents seek to 
flee into Iran. The refugees confirm that thousands of 
residents were arrested and detained with their families, 
and put in special camps. 


The report of British MP Emma Nicolson asserts that 
chemical weapons destroyed three villages in the 
marshes last month. UN experts confirm that they had 
destroyed all Iraq’s stocks of mustard and nerve gas, and 
other poison gases. 


Some analyses, however, indicate the possibility of the 
Iraqi Army’s use of ordinary pesticides, phosphorus 
gases, and tear gas to terrorize the residents and get them 
to flee, because of the difficulty of the Army’s entering 
the marshes and swamps of the region. 


It appears that the plan now being implemented in the 
marshes has been in readiness since 1988. Documents 
discovered during the war to liberate Kuwait indicate 
that "Ali Hasan al-Majid, then the defense minister, 
counseled the need to resettle the marsh dwellers on dry 
land to facilitate control over them; and to drain the 
marshes and establish military roads. 


In this way, which will unquestionably lead to changes in 
the geography and population of the region, the Iraqi 
Army will—unless stopped by international interven- 
tion—be able to gain control over the mounting opposi- 
tion in southern Iraq. 


Party Political Training Course Opened 


93AE0625A Baghdad AL-T'IAWRAH in Arabic 
5 Sep 93 p 4 


[Excerpt] The 26th special course for party branch 
leaders, the “silver jubilee anniversary” course, began at 
the party training school yesterday. 


The celebration marking the opening of the course began 
with a recital from the Koran in memory of the martyrs. 
This was followed by a speech by comrade Ilyas Farah, a 
member of the National Command of the Socialist Arab 
Bath Party who is in charge of cultural and media 
affairs. He said that this course is part of a comprehen- 
sive cultural process in which knowledge is coupled to 
the practical needs of struggle and of developing the 
Ba’thist struggler who upholds the message of the Arab 
nation’s renaissance. 


He added: We cannot visualize the tasks of the party 
training courses separately from the general strategy, 
which the revolutionary party outlined at its national 
and regional conferences. Therefore, the works of the 
10th regional conference and the | 2th national confer- 
ence comprise the backbone of this course and other 
party courses. 
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He said that, from a cultural standpoint, the Arab nation 
today is facing the challenges of the U.S. plans that aim 
at eradicating the cultural identity of Third World 
people through the tragic liquidation of causes of des- 
tiny, the foremost of which is the Palestinian problem, 
which today is facing new dangers to its intifadah and its 
national future as well as the nation’s future. Therefore, 
development of the Ba’thist struggler calls for building 
his future on the intellectual, political, and psychological 
levels. 


Comrade Dr. Ilyas Farah reviewed the means of vio- 
lence, terrorism, and aggression to which racist and 
reactionary regimes resort with the aim of misrepre- 
senting the Arab nation’s legitimate aspirations on the 
intellectual and cultural renaissance levels. Some people 
in the name of religion are trying to alienate the nation 
from itself and from its cultural message. [passage 
omitted] 


The participants in the training course discussed ques- 
tions dealing with the party’s 12th National Confer- 
ence and subjects dealing with effects of the mother of 
all battles on domestic, national, and humanitarian 
levels as well as the new phenomenon in the interna- 
tional policies. 


Inauguration of the course was attended by Minister of 
Culture and Information Yusif Hammadi and by com- 
rade Jasim al-Rikabi, director of the office of the general 
secretariat of the national command, as well as by a 
number of comrade directors and members of party 
offices. 


Work on Saddam Tower Said Near Completion 


93AE0625B Baghdad AL-JUMHURIYAH 
in Arabic 2 Sep 93 p 1 


[Article by Ghazwan Hadi] 


[Text] Baghdad—The first and second floor of Saddam 
Tower have entered their final stages of completion 
following the installation of the steel structures inside the 
tower, such as stairs and interlinked steel sections. All 
the mezzanine floors containing communications rooms 
and radio and television transmitters have been com- 
pleted. They were built with Iraqi-made substitutes man- 
ufactured by the military industrial establishments. 
Executive engineer Muhannad Mazin ‘Abd al-Ilah said 
the tower is now ready for the installation of communi- 
cations networks. The public transport and communica- 
tion establishments are undertaking the installation of 
these networks. He said it is hoped that the tower will be 
completed fully by the end of this year. He added: The 
tower will offer entertainment services, such as public 
parks, children’s playgrounds, and water fountains on 
both sides. This is in addition to three restaurants, one 
on the ground floor and two rotating at a height of 107 
meters and | 12 meters, revolving at one to one and a half 
hours per turn. There are also three terraces overlooking 
Baghdad at a height of 72 to 92 meters, one 10 meters 
higher than the other. [sentence as published] This is in 
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addition to communications, television, and radio trans- 
mission and weather forecasts services. The tower is the 
tallest structure; it measures 203 meters together with 
the antenna for wind speed measuring. Installation of the 
last part of the metal tower was completed yesterday. 
Engineer Muhannad Mazin said that strugglers in the 
military industrial establishments completed the tower 
work in a record time. This included the manufacture of 
the steel structures at Nasr Institute and the steel tower 
in the Public Institute for Heavy Engineering. The Public 
Institute for Car Manufacturing installed the steel tower. 
The National Center for Engineering Consultation, 
which comes under the Ministry of Housing and Recon- 
struction, designed both the interior and the exterior of 
the tower. In the meantime the transport and communi- 
cations establishments tliui comes under the Ministry of 
Transport and Communications is undertaking land- 
scaping and installing kiosks and water fountains. 


Defense Minister Stresses Training, Exercise 


934E0622A Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 
25 Aug 93 p 4 


[Article: “Warrior Defense Minister Stresses Need to 
Devote Attention to Training and to Combat and Mobi- 
lizational Exercises’’} 


[Text] Warrior Staff General ’Ali Hasan al-Majid, the 
Revolution Command Council member and defense 
minister, visited al-Yarmuk Forces (Second Corps) 
Command yesterday. 


During the visit, the defense minister met with the 
warrior staff major general commanding the corps and 
heard an explanation on the nature and phases of 
training and on the fighters’ high morale and their high 
readiness to defend the great Iraq against all enemies. 


The minister stressed that it is necessary to continue 
devoting serious attention to training and to combat and 
mobilizational exercises so as to embody the interest and 
instructions of His Excellency Staff Field Marshal Pres- 
ident Saddam Husayn, the armed forces general com- 
mander, regarding training and its positive impact on 
bolstering the combat capability of the sons of our 
triumphant armed forces. 


Staff Gen. *Ali Hasan al-Majid said, “We have to 
embrace realism in training, in developing influential 
and effective psychological preparedness, and in drafting 
likely suppositions and seeking appropriate solutions for 
them by enlisting all the available material and moral 
resources.” 


On a related matter, Warrior Staff Gen. ’Ali Hasan 
al-Majid, the Revolution Command Council member 
and defense minister, watched execution of the first 
phase of Golden Hawk II, a mobilizational exercise. 
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At the outset of the exercise, Warrior Staff General Iyad 
Futayyih Khalifah, the army chief of staff and the 
exercise director, offered a brief review of the purpose of 
the exercise, namely to train corps and division com- 
manders and staffs on planning and managing military 
operations and on decision-making. 


Khalifah pointed out that the lessons desired from this 
exercise are to train and practice on the three phases of 
field command work; to underline the importance of 
coordinating fire support and helicopter support with 
the operational plans in order to ensure successful man- 
agement; and to practice dealing with assumptions or 
with any supposition conceived by the exercise manage- 
ment staff. 


The warrior staff lieutenant general and assistant chief of 
the army staff for training affairs reviewed the benefit 
hoped for from these exercises; their influential role in 
developing the skills of commanders and staff bodies; 
and their impact on the future performance of com- 
mands in the field in a manner that strengthens our 
triumphant army’s performance capability. 


The warrior staff major general directing combat devel- 
opment and assisting the exercise director explained how 
operations are prepared and managed according to how 
positions develop, after developments are examined. He 
also explained how many days the exercise will last and 
how its events will unfold gradually. 


The warrior defense minister acquainted himself on the 
spot with the progress of action in the activity rooms of 
several commands and listened to a number of warrior 
commanders and staff officers review their plans, which 
were interspersed with details and insertions intended to 
apply the experiences gained from the glorious battle of 
Saddam’s Qadisiyyah [Iraq-Iran war] and from that 
major historical battle, namely the immortal mother of 
battles. 


The warrior defense minister also checked the progress 
of work at the top and bottom commands of the exercise, 
visited the directors staff and the two main evaluation 
commands, and expressed his observations to their 
staffs. 


The warrior defense minister also heard the staff major 
general commanding the operations at one end of the 
exercise explain the details of all four phases of his plan, 
with the help of an illustrative sand table. 


Execution of the first phase of the exercise was attended 
by Warrior Staff General Iyad Futayyih Khalifah, the 
army chief of staff; his assistant for operations and 
training; the staff major general commanding al-Yarmuk 
Forces; the comrade Ba’th Party secretary of the military 
al-Yarmuk branch command; directors of supplies and 
services, and a select group of warriors. 
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Civil Defense Plans, Organization in Baghdad 
Discussed 


94AE0042A Baghdad AL-’IRAQ in Arabic 1 Oct 93 p 5 


[Article by Ja’far Mahmud: “Specialized Work Place 
Courses for Employees’’] 


[Text] Civil defense tomorrow is a basic need nowadays, 
providing protection for the home front and providing 
continuity of activity in productive offices and institu- 
tions in times of peace, war, and natural disasters. 


The first article of amended Civil Defense Code 64 of 
1978 stipulates that “civil defense means prior action, 
the taking of preventive measures to protect citizens, 
their possessions, and public property against the 
weapons of modern and conventional warfare, as well as 
to combat natural disasters.” Thus civil defense is a 
humanitarian mission in which all citizens participate 
side by side with offical agencies. 


The Baghdad/al-Karkh Civil Defense Directorate is one 
of the official agencies charged with a major role in 
serving citizens for the public good. 


There is a building in al-Karkh, which you first notice 
because of the constant movement and activity. Lt. Col. 
Akram Mahmud al-Rawi, the director of Civil Defense 
for Baghdad/al-Karkh, received us at the Center door, 
and chatted with us throughout the directorate’s wings 
and sections. 


“Since the general aims of civil defense include patriotic 
and humanitarian goals, the efforts of civil defense depend 
upon citizens to complete their achievement, and since 
every citizen has his role in civil defense through his 
employment and his awareness and understanding of 
preventative measures with the aim of providing protec- 
tion to himself and his family to avoid danger. In light of 
all this, we have worked year round to offer several courses 
to citizens and the employees of government offices and its 
economic, service-oriented, and productive institutions. 
Now, there were 21 courses in the period from | January 
1993 to 1 June 1993, in which 391 citizens and employees 
took part. Bear in mind that the number of courses we were 
planning to offer in this period was just 12. We went 
further, the reason being the desire of employees and 
citizens to play sincere and effective parts in the civil 
defense process and its courses, and to follow its rules 
carefully and correctly. One important part of civil defense 
is training, to prepare teams and citizens. A trained 
individual is better able to deal with incidents than an 
untrained one.” 


‘“‘What about the directorate’s other activities?” 


‘“‘We have formed civil defense teams in residential areas 
and trained their members to assist the main teams and 
deal with emergency situations due to war or natural 
disasters. There is coordination with the National Fed- 
eration of Iraqi Students, the General Federation of Iraqi 
Youth, and the Federation of Iraqi Women.” 
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Lt. Col. Akram Mahmud al-Rawi added: “The Baghdad/ 
al-Karkh Civil Defense Directorate has carried out drills 
and exercises with the aim of testing the capabilities of 
our agencies and civil defense teams, and familiarizing 
the populace with what to do and how to act in certain 
circumstances and in wartime. It is also to test the 
efficiency and capability of our emergency plans for 
offices and institutions, and the readiness of their spe- 
cialized self-defense teams by recreating various inci- 
dents during the work hours of the institutions, espe- 
cially the ones involved in production, and seeing how 
the situation is dealt with. The directorate had con- 
ducted more than 39 drills as of 1 June 1993. The 
directorate has also held more than 71 expanded sympo- 
siums, in which more than 1,857 employees and citizens 
have participated. The purpose of these symposiums is 
to guide citizens and make them prevention concious in 
various civil defense issues. Lecturers from the Civil 
Defense staff take part in the symposiums.” 


Turning to other plans the directorate has implemented, 
Lt. Col. Akram Mahmud al-Rawi said: “As part of the 
plan we implemented this year, we held an expanded 
symposium for peasants in al-Taji, Abu-Ghurayb, and 
al-Mahmudiyah. The purpose was to raise the peasants’ 
awareness of fire issues. We also had field demonstra- 
tions on grain silos and mills in al-Karkh, where there are 
four silos and four mills. We held other demonstrations 
in 26 party centers, offered 16 enrollment courses to 
prepare self-defense teams for each office. So far we have 
conducted 32 electrical station demonstrations in al- 
Karkh to make sure they had the rudiments of civil 
defense. We inspected fire extinguishers to make sure 
they were in working order.” 


In conclusion, the Civil Defense Director for Baghdad/ 
al-Karkh said, “In my name, and on behalf of the staff of 
the Baghdad/al-Karkh Civil Defense Directorate, we 
redouble our covenant and absolute loyalty to our peo- 
ple’s beloved, our militant Comrade Saddam Husayn, 
May God protect him and guide him in continuing our 
victorious course with all concern and sincerity, until our 
great victory is achieved, and all evil is routed.” 


The Baghdad/al-Karkh Civil Defense Training Center 


Our second stop was at the Baghdad/al-Karkh Civil 
Defense Training Center, where specialized and gereral 
courses are offered on fires, first aid, and all civil 
defense-related issues. 


Chemical Lt. Qays Ahmad al-Mashhadani, a training 
center officer, says: “My job can be summarized as 
giving theoretical and practical lectures on chemical 
substances, the risks and methods of using them. We 
know a great deal from experience.” 


“We add our experience to the lectures we give to 
citizens and office self-defense teams.” 


Captain ’Abd-al-Karim ‘Abdallah Husayn is deputy 
director of Baghdad/al-Karkh Civil Defense, and says of 
his lectures: ““My specialty is in handling unexploded 
bombs. My lectures are both theoretical and practical, 
and involve the use of explanatory pictures.” 


Lt. ’Adil ‘Ali Husayn, a spiritual direction officer, says: 
“In these courses we give cultural and inspirational 
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lectures. We see great acceptance on the part of office 
and productive institution staffs.” 


Self-Defense Courses 


At the Baghdad/al-Karkh Civil Defense Training Center, 
there are other courses aimed at forming self-defense 
teams. Civil Defense forms them from members of the 
offices and institutions with the objective of providing 
protection and dealing with emergency situations 
through self-reliance. These include fire fighting, emer- 
gency rescue, blackouts, and others, until the arrival of 
primary care or main Civil Defense services.“ 


As we strolled through the Center, we found two basic 
courses being conducted by the Center, the first on basic 
civil defense, and the second on basic firefighting. 


Ahmad Mahmud is an employee at the Iraqi Spinning 
and Textile factory who has come to take these courses, 
and says: “I came to take this course in order to gain 
experience in civil defense, in order to protect our 
institutions. This is an excellent idea and we hope it will 
continue in the coming days.” 


Asil ‘Adnan is an employee of the al-Ma’mum Bank and 
she had this to say: “We all know that civil defense is the 
organized effort of the whole country, and that 1s why I 
came to take part in this course very enthusiastically. It 
is a good opportunity, and a great initiative Civil 
Defense is trying to organize.” 


*Abd-al-Karim *Abd-al-Kazim, from the General Plant 
for Leather Industries, said: “It is an excellent step. We 
have learned a great deal in these courses. The lecturers 
are excellent and highly capable.” 


Khayriyah Sabir from the al-Rashid Hotel said: “We had 
not known much about many civil defense issues. After 
taking these courses, nothing is unknown, because the 
scientific and theoretical lessons left nothing out.” 


Husayn Ahmad *Anayzan, from the General Wool Tex- 
tile Plant, said: “In this course, I learned that control and 
organization are the main thing in handling emergency 
situations. I also learned all methods of emergency first 
aid, fire fighting with a fire extinguisher, repairing it, and 
how to use it. 


‘Abd-al-Latif Jarallah, an employee at Baghdad City 
Hall, said: “We all know that the standard of civil 
defense measures depends upon employees’ self-defense 
abilities, and their role in protecting others. Civil defense 
means civilian effort throughout the country. That is 
why I came, with a great desire to take part in these 
courses.” 


A Final Word 


It remains for us to say, as we close our press tour of the 
Baghdad/al-Karkh Civil Defense Directorate headquar- 
ters and its training center: these are the civil defense 
men, men in whose faces you sense reassurance. The 
basis of their work is national defense. Our Great Leader 
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Saddam Husayn, may God preserve him, has said of 
them: “May God bless your efforts as you carry out your 
great patriotic and humanitarian duty. The basis of your 
work is the pursuit of the duty of national defense.” 


Sidewalk Vendors Said Sprawling Like ‘Bacteria’ 


944E0047A Baghdad ALIF BA’ in Arabic 
6 Oct 93 pp 20-21 


[Article by Sa’id Matshar] 


[Text] Temporary markets are now a daily phenomenon 
with which we are all familiar. Overnight, one market 
appears and another disappears. Some have strange 
names, and with others the vendors make their sidewalks 
their ground for hunting customers. These markets never 
stay in one place: they disappear in the morning and 
reappear in the evening. You see them today and 
tomorrow they are gone. They sell old things, new 
merchandise, and many vendors buy from one another, 
because they are all in the business of buying and selling, 
and making a profit. Smart traders get rich first. Prices 
are not fixed: you can buy an old watch at a new price, 
but generally prices are high. Vendors are clever here, 
while need forces customers to buy at any price. 


The strange thing about these markets is that they appear 
suddenly. They appear as if the vendors and customers 
had secretly agreed to build them; even so, they do not 
lack traditions. 


The famous Maridi market is gone. Nothing is left of it 
but ruins and and the memories of vendors and their 
adventures. The reason is the instances of fraud and 
cheating that occurred on the market’s sidewalks. Not all 
the vendors obeyed the order to vacate, however; some 
of them just moved to the street behind the market, 
where another market, the Ibn-Maridi market, was born. 
We visited the new market, saw some of the merchan- 
dise, car parts, electrical supplies, watches, tires, bicy- 
cles, and old wares. There were few customers here, but 
who knows—perhaps the old customers had not heard 
about it yet. Perhaps time and custom will make it the 
faithful son of the old market. 


The Shallal Market 


The Shallal market is in Madinat al-Sha’b. It is a modern 
market not because of its newness, but because it opens 
in the afternoon. The vendors there cover the ground 
with their merchandise, hundreds of egg crates, and 
vegetables brought by shopowners and grocers from 
other areas. They cover the ground with them, to sell 
them at black prices in the afternoon, when there is no 
supervision or questions asked. They just sell and count 
money. People buy and ask no questions: foodstuffs, 
singly and in bulk, and wagons for selling food and 
foodstuffs openly. Hundreds of youths crowd around, 
and swarms of young women head for the market from 
the outlying areas of Madinat al-Sha’b, from the neigh- 
borhoods of al- Sihhah, al-Jama’iyyat, and the Banks 
District. It is a market full of sad stories, and despite the 
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intense crowds you find dozens of trucks on the other 
side of the street, waiting for income. 


The sidewalk markets have their own rules, and the 
vendors abide by them. They are recognized commercial 
traditions, and have the force of law, as lawmen say. 


Vendor Sajjad *Abd-al-A’immah, who sells electrical 
supplies, spoke to us, saying: “The sidewalk markets are 
the result of a need: buyers’ need for goods that are 
alternatives to the real thing. Vendors are forced to use 
the sidewalks as places of business fur buying and 
selling.” 


“Tell us about it.” 


“For instance, a buyer looking for electrical wire goes 
into stores and finds it there for 15 dinars per meter. He 
needs 50 meters to wire his house, so he has to go to the 
sidewalk markets. He buys it from us for 2 and '2 dinars. 
He gets what he wants and we get what we want. For our 
part, we cannot buy stores because they are expensive. 
Here in 20th Street in the Madinat al-Bayya’, a shop 
costs 150,000 dinars. So we take to the sidewalks with 
commercial crowds that grow randomly, on the side- 
walks and near the markets.” 


“Where do you get the merchandise and the old things?” 


“That question sounds like an accusation, but believe 
me, all the fingers of your hand are not equal. It’s true 
that some stolen are bought and sold, but very few, and 
they are known even to the buyer. Most of what is sold is 
legitimate. For example, we buy old electrical goods 
from wrecked houses whose owners want to renovate or 
build them.” 


‘Bale’ Market Back Again 


The sale of old clothes “by the bale” is back again, and in 
Shurjah-al-Kifah, stores and sidewalks have suddenly 
turned into public auctions for buying and selling huge 
bales in large quantities containing various clothes of 
various kinds, mostly new clothes. Where did they come 
from? How is it they are so clean? How are they sold? 
Who buys them? We heard all the answers from the 
merchants and vendors. Its sidewalk markets appeared a 
few days before winter. 


Vendors ‘Abd-al-Kazim Mawila says, “‘We bring the bales 
from the al-Ta’mim governorate to Shurjah, al-Kifah 
Street. Selling them has resumed after having been 
banned for reasons we ignore. These sales usually pick up 
and appear a few days before winter, when the demand 
for heavy woolen clothing picks up. Most of the bales we 
open contain various clean and new garments (jackets, 
track suits, blouses, etc.). For our part we bring in the 
merchandise and sell it in bulk to vendors, and it is sold 
there piece by piece, at not cheaply, because it’s all 
foreign and new.” 


“And do people like it?” 
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“Very much so. It’s very profitable. The cost of a bale is 
earned back in a few hours.” 


We left this old talk and headed for al-Bab al-Sharqi, the 
sidewalk of the al-Harj market, spread out like a small 
scar that grows every day. Various goods and commod- 
ities, mostly new, televisions, freezers, video players, 
refrigerators, stoves, cassette players, clothes, shoes, and 
0.4 merchandise. It is a busy market, with merchandise 
spread out on the sidewalk, but prices are outrageous and 
there is no supervision. Why these high prices? There are 
people selling and people buying, and you can see plenty 
of people coming here for a stroll. Coming to this market 
has become a form of recreation. This is what vendor 
Sabah al-Haydari said. He explained: “That’s true. Not 
everyone comes to the market to buy. Everyone has his 
reason. Some people are looking for goods stolen from 
their home. Some come to the market to kill time, to look 
around and talk. We know a buyer right away.” 


“How do you get customers?” 


“Someone who wants something doesn’t need an invita- 
tion. He'll beg you to sell to him. It is a matter of the 
seller's conscience.” 


Another vendor, Husayn Radi, who sells luxuries, joins 
the conversation. He says: “There are a lot of swindlers 
here. They have sly ways of fraud. They want to make 
criminal profit. For example, take some of the ones 
selling refrigerators and freezers. They buy the refriger- 
ator or freezer new and unused from an agent. They 
change the motor and install an old overhauled motor. It 
is colored to look new. They substitute it for the original 
motor and sell the product for less than its market price, 
saying that they need money and are forced to sell it. 
After the refrigerator is sold, they go and sell the new 
motor for half price, and pocket that money. They are 
gathering Hell’s firewood for themselves.” 


Open-Air Auction 


In al-Bab al-Mu’azzam, another sidewalk market 
appeared, architecturally straight—but what happens 
there is crooked. Every so often two persons show up 
with cardboard boxes full of clothing, and start an 
open-air auction in the following way: the vendor sticks 
his hand into the carton and and pulls out a garment or 
two, opening the auction at 5 dinars—1!0—20. He sells 
when he gets the price he wants. It is public fraud. The 
buyer does not examine the merchandise, and the first 
price set by the vendor is very carefully calculated. 


There are many people selling cigarettes, singly, in bulk, 
and the prices are as black as cigarette smoke; yet there 
are buyers. The question is, how do the sellers get 
Cigarettes in such quantities? 


In front of one kiosk there were heaps of grapes and 
dates, cartons of tomatoes and vegetables filling the 
sidewalk. Three vendors are loudly calling, “Cheap! 
We're giving them away!” using a colorful metaphor, but 
it is not true. All of the vegetables are sold at high prices, 
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and here as in other places we find the problem of 
“change.” Vendors do not accept 25 dinar notes if the 
sale is less than 15 dinars. Why? They have no change! 


New Marl. is in New Baghdad 


After the mayoralty of Baghdad permitted vendors to use 
sidewalks, movable markets appeared on the sidewalks 
of New Baghdad, and began to compete with commercial 
businesses, and bother the merchants whose shops had 
lost customers. 


We asked vendor Rashid Taha, a store owner, about the 
secret of the low prices of sidewalk merchandise com- 
pared to prices shown in stores. 


“The sidewalk market vendors do not sell at low prices 
as you think,” said the store owner, “but they are low 
compared to our prices, because unlike us shopowners, 
they do not have expenses like rent, employee salaries, 
and services. All they pay is | dinar per day as the fee for 
the sanitary worker.” 


We asked a vendor sitting with a selection of televisions 
in front of him: “‘How do we know what condition the 
television is in?” 


“Check it out,” he said. ““We have electricity in the shop. 
The sidewalk is just for display—peopic don’t buy from 
the shops any more, but from the sidewalks.” 


Vendor Nasir Karim explained to us the reasons why 
people frequent these markets to see the merchandise: 
they find forbidden foreign commodities, and they have 
the mistaken belief that the goods are cheaper than in 
shops. He told us a story. 


“I saw two people in the al-Kazimiyah market, setting 
their wares out on the sidewalk, and people were looking 
at the merchandise. They sold five packaged articles of 
apparel for 30 dinars. This is hidden fraud, and the 
victim is the buyer who pays, not having learned from 
the experience of others.” 


Finally 


The issue of temporary markets is still with us because it 
is linked to the needs of the people and their consumer 
attitude: they do not actually need much of what they 
buy. Even so, there are those that buy and those that sell; 
“trade is shrewdness,” as the saying goes. 


Objectives of horanic Teaching in Schools 
Explained 
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[Article by Sabir Muhsin al-Duri] 


[Text] The national struggle for teaching the Holy Koran 
in elementary and secondary schools in the country has 
humanitarian, political, social, health, and cultural 
aspects. When leader struggler President Saddam 
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Husayn referred to these aspects and defined them, his 
excellency was aware of the significance of this campaign 
particularly at this time. 


While the President Leader Saddam Husayn is leading 
this campaign of faith, he provided it with all that it 
needs to succeed. His sustained support for everything 
that has to do with this campaign is definite proof of his 
exceller'cy’s interest in it. 


The national faith campaign for teaching the Holy Koran 
is considered a brave and bold step. It will undoubtedly 
yield fruits time and time again, when our children and 
youths will learn everything that is useful and beneficial 
for their life so that eventually they all will contribute to 
serving great Iraq and the sublime principles in which we 
all believe and fight for. 


Such a campaign undoubtedly requires great efforts, 
costly expenditures, and various other materials. While 
the most important requirements for its success are 
being provided, those responsible for it and those who 
implement it have the additional task of exerting excep- 
tional efforts. We have not the slightest doubt that 
officials responsible for the campaign will not hesitate 
one moment to do everything the campaign may need. 


In order for the efforts to succeed and the national faith 
campaign to achieve its full objectives, the following 
proposals and views must, as I believe, be observed: 


First: Launching this campaign should not be viewed as 
some kind of a “grant” and thus interest in it will 
gradually recede or vanish completely, in which case all 
the efforts and funds will, God forbid, be squandered. 


Second: This campaign is a type of a serious and active 
challenge to the ideas of the colonialist West, which aim 
at undermining the world’s spiritual assets and those of 
our people in particular; it is a challenge to Zionism that 
aims at destroying our cultural structure. What this 
challenge requires most of all is self-denial and estab- 
lishing a presence so that the objectives can be achieved 
and the ulterior and subversive motives can be thwarted. 
In other words, to thwart all the conspiratorial plans 
against our people and nation. 


Third: This campaign must be implemented “live” and 
not as a procedural matter. In other words, interest in it 
should focus on methodology, without expanding its 
other secondary requirements. [sentence ad published] 
This calls for payine attention to the selection of effec- 
tive elements that are cultured and enlightened in the 
field of religious and social affairs. 


Fourth: It is necessary that this campaign should be 
constantly evaluated throughout its stages. This constant 
evaluation will undoubtedly develop and impel it to 
advance forward. 


It might be useful to have the evaluation carried out in 
different manners, such as debating some working 
papers, of convening seminars or annual conferences for 
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discussion and expression of views, with a view to 
adding what is useful and practical and dumping what is 
negative. 


Fifth: There is need to appoint supervisors “specialized” 
in the subject who are especially trained, or appoint 
those whom the authorities concerned find suitable for 
the position. The supervisors should undertake the task 
of earnestly following up the campaign, express their 
views on it, and submit these views to the quarters 
concerned in order to be studied. 


Sixth: The need to set up “incentives” for those who are 
good chanters [of the Koran], for example. It would be 
useful if the district and provincial schools schedule a 
day when all the good chanters get together. A committee 
will be set up to determine the first and the second 
winners [in the contest], and to give them awards. This 
no doubt will be a kind of positive incentive. 


Seventh: There remains the most important thing, which 
is the “follow-up.” Here we do not here just following up 
the implementation of the campaign program, but fol- 
lowing up everything relating to it, including text books, 
the work of those carrying out the implementation, and 
the performance of their tasks and, consequently ‘“‘mea- 
suring” and evaluating the final result. Consequently, 
the teacher, the school director, the supervisor, and 
higher authorities are all concerned with following up. 


Finally, it is quite certain all the good efforts of the sons 
of our great people will rally so that this national 
campaign wi:l succeed and will become a reality in which 
our generations will be educated in the principles of 
Islam and commandments of the Koran so that our 
generation will be immune against all that is harmful and 
accepting of all that is useful. Thus the generation will be 
capable of shouldering responsibility with conscious- 
ness, awareness, merit, trust, and belief. There is no 
doubt that all the struggling Iraqis will assume their role 
in full in coordination with the quarters concerned for 
the success of this national faith campaign, which is led 
by the builder of the glory of Iraq and leader of the 
struggler, President leader Saddam Husayn. 


Role of Nuclear Dimension in Arab Security 
Discussed 

94WP0017Z Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 
19 Aug 93 p 3 


[Prepared by Staff Major General Sinan ’Abd-al-Jabbar 
Abu-Kalal] 


[Text] The Zionist policy based on monopolizing nuclear 
capability in the Middle East has created a new challenge 
to pan-Arab security. This policy was embodied in the 
Zionist entity’s destruction of Iraq’s nuclear installations 
in June 1981 anc its threat to take similar measures 
against any Arab country that seeks to acquire nuclear 
capability, even for peaceful means. 
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This new challenge to pan-Arab security was accompa- 
nied by the development related to the Zionist theory of 
security in the 1980s, which saw that the actual threat to 
this security is no longer limited just to the front-line 
Arab states and the other Arab countries. It now encom- 
passes non-Arab countries outside the Arab geographical 
region or its outskirts. 


This Zionist understanding of its security problems was 
born in the momentum of developing its nuclear capa- 
bilities. Its security concerns escalated to vast, unjustifi- 
able horizons, with the Zionist entity seeking to become 
a regional superpower in the Middle East. If a small 
country is content with its smallness, it is doubtful that it 
will adopt notions of security with wide geographic 
ranges and acquire such threatening and conventional 
capabilities. 


im any case, this concept has opened new horizons for 
pan-Arab security, horizons which had not enjoyed pri- 
ority in terms of awar-ness or readiness before the nuclear 
era in the Middle East. This also made the nuclear dimen- 
sion suit our national security strategy, bringing to prom- 
inence the close and controversial connection between 
national security and pan-Arab security. 


The Arab Ba’th Socialist Party has confirmed, in its 
literature and conferences, and in the sayings of Com- 
rade Commander Saddam Husayn, how essential it is to 
be mindful of the meaning of the close connection 
between national and pan-Arab security in all economic, 
political, and military fields, so that to deter aggressors 
covetous of the Arab territories, particularly the Zionist 
entity that has tried and is still trying to succeed in 
destroying the scientific advancement and cultural 
progress in any Arab country. This is what happened 
with the 30-nation aggression against our dear country 
with a nudge from world Zionism. This requires the 
achievement of a minimum of solidarity and joint Arab 
cooperation. 


The great question here might be, does pan-Arab security 
represent the preeminent or even the fateful issue for 
modern states in their regional and international deal- 
ings? Is the nuclear dimension, as a defense or a source of 
threat, starting to be a basic element of the national 
security problem for modern states? In another sense, 
has the spread of nuclear weapons affected the develop- 
ment of the concept of security in various countries? 
These are indeed the actual questions that may be 
discussed directly or indirectly under these headings: 


A. The meaning of the concept of security in general. 


B. The connection between national security and the 
concept of security; their aspects and dimensions. 


C. The meaning of pan-Arab security. 


D. The connection, in its aspects and its scope, between 
the spread of nuclear arms and national security. 


E. The nuclear dimension of national security strategies. 
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F. The role of the Zionist entity in threatening pan-Arab 
security. 


What Is Meant by the Concept of Security 


Security is defined in English as “the condition in which 
a person feels safe, and free from danger and menace,” 
while in French it means “the true absence of danger.”’ In 
Arabic, it means “the opposite of fear,” as Arab-language 
dictionaries define it. 


American understanding offers the idea of security in the 
manner of a new methodical approach, as in the theory 
of [?Dubois], which requires that one see the idea of 
security as based on the notion that man, in his ceaseless 
quest for life, confronts difficult positions that tend to 
prevent his reaching the desired goal. So he loses his 
“balance” in life. If his difficulties are harsh, beyond the 
abilities and those of his social group, then he is doomed. 
But no man, reagardless of his mental make-up, gives up 
at the first obstacle. He will make one effort after another 
with the aim of getting past these obstacles. He might 
succeed after several tries, no matter how many, and this 
process gives experience and leads to human civilization. 


The problem of security in the present age has become 
prominent and has imposed itself as one of the most 
complex problems faced by all countries after World 
War II and the major events the world witnessed in its 
aftermath. Thus the “national” security problem enjoys 
the greatest attention on the part of all the governments 
of the world and their strategies. 


Despite this attention, the concept of security is still far 
from having a clear definition, or scientific origins, and 
this is in line with most if not all concepts in social 
science. Let views of the concept of “security” or 
“peace” be counted. The latter is defined, simply and 
solely as the absence of war, or the nonexistence of any 
sort of organized military violence among nations. 


The concept of security is more vague; somewhat less 
defined. It is broader than the concept of peace: a phase 
closer to stability and repose. 


When the world experienced major events arising from 
the huge technical and scientific revolution and the 
invention of advanced nuclear, chemical, and electronic 
weapons, the concept of security took on new dimen- 
sions, making it more complex. It was made somehow 
clear in the past through the system of balancing a 
bipolar world. 


Security means freedom from fear, in the sense that an 
individual or socity not have to fear for its life, liveli- 
hood, freedom, beliefs, and religious and political con- 
victions. Therefore, security is an all-encompassing, 
multifaceted concept. Achieving it is the result of many 
and diverse factors and forces of the elements of powers 
exclusive to government. In the end, security consists of 
a fine balance of many forces. The disequilibrium of any 
factor can lead to “unease” or “insecurity” at various 
levels. 
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The concept of security has various levels. It starts with 
“individual security,” and goes up to national security, 
regional security, and international security. Only 
national security concerns us here. What do we mean by 
it? What is the essence of this concept? These questions 
are explained as follows: 


The Concept of National Security, Dimensions and 
Levels 


‘National security” has been defined in many ways, too 
numerous to be discussed here, but most if not all, 
concur when treating the concept separately or together 
with a single country or group of countries. They agree 
on the concept even if they differ in dealing with it in 
microcosm, or completely. 


The Encyclopedia Britannica views protection as the 
nation’s security from subjugation by an external power. 
[?Karl Deutsch] alludes to Parkinson’s Law on national 
security, saying that “a nation’s feeling of insecurity is 
wholly linked to its lack of power.” 


Thus national security can be said to be a feeling of 
confidence and reassurance, coupled with a group of 
positions and measures guaranteed to achieve the gen- 
uine absence of danger. 


Based on the above, we may understand “national 
security” by breaking it down into specific elements as 
follows: 


A. It is a kinetic concept, rooted in the practices and 
traditions of international intercourse, going back to 
every event and every age. 


B. It has its source in regional intercourse. 


C. It deals with the idea of national self-defense and it 
cannot be overlooked. 


D. Understanding security entails various meanings; 
indeed it may be understood by way of four 
meanings: 


First: Protecting that country itself. 


Second: Collective security, or a treaty imposed on a 
given country, providing for its intervention to protect a 
second country. 


Third: Regional security, or a regional accord imposing 
collective commitment on the states of the area and 
region. 


Fourth: National interests, or public, ideological, and 
political interests, bilateral security, and strategic interests. 


The Concept of Arab National Security 


This subject attracted overwhelming interest, especially 
after the Zionist entity bombed Iraq’s nuclear installa- 
tions in 1981, confirming beyond the shadow of a doubt 
that no Arab country would, thenceforward, be allowed 
to protect itself with conventional or nuclear means 
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isolated from the capabilities of other Arab countries. 
This Zionist aggression, and other dangers our Arab 
nation has experienced, moved a number of Arab 
researchers to reassert a formula for an Arab security 
concept. This concept made the link of national and 
pan-Arab security a basis for the construction of a 
pan-Arab strategy capable of joining all the Arabs’ 
abilities and capabilities to confront these dangerous 
challenges. 


Using this logic, these researchers themselves strove to 
create an identification for pan-Arab security. They agreed 
that pan-Arab security meant, in general, “the ability of 
any Arab state to protect its interests and basic values from 
various foreign and domestic threats.’’ Some of them tried 
to transcend the reality of political fragmentation and the 
absence of a unified Arab state or political system. Due to 
the multiplicity of Arab countries, their divergent political 
and economic systems has so far ruled out the existence of 
a pan-Arab security based on considerations of national 
links, that is, the link of pan-Arab security with material 
Arab capabilities. There are several remarks on this defi- 
nition, most important: 


It approaches the concept of a country’s security, which 
means, for some, the providing of protection to the 
actual state and its political prestige, territories, borders, 
people, and national resources against any direct or 
indirect aggression, external or internal, politically, 
materially, economically, or militarily. 


For others, it has two aspects. 


First, internally, in the sense of containing the internal 
threatening elements of the state, such as insurrection, 
mutiny, smuggling, and attempts to subvert stability, 
social harmony, and national unity. 


Second, externally, including the achievement of the 
state’s external political goals, and the ability to deter 
and contain external threats. 


It is no different from the concepts of Western security, 
which define national security as “the defense of a state 
and its people against all types of external and internal 
threats.” This concept emerged in Europe after the trans- 
formation of its countries into nations with integrated 
national conditions, influenced by many factors. These 
included the collapse of the old feudal systems and the 
advent of Protestant religious reform movements, the 
growth of strong monarchies in the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries, the Industrial Revolution, and the rise of 
the bourgeoisie in the first half of the nineteenth century. 
This class played a major role in pressing European 
governments to create commercial and industrial markets 
outside Europe by conquest, expansion, and colonialism, 
with slogans of national pride and prestige. Thus the 
concept of European security was linked to European wars 
and conflicts over colonies. Many ideologies were con- 
fected to justify it, such as Germany’s “lebensraum” and 
the natural borders of France. In this manner came the 
concept of American national security after World War II, 
whose borders transcended the geographical map of the 
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United States to include Western Europe and most strate- 
gically important countries of the Third World. These 
included the Arab nation and the Middle East, but with 
neo-colonial methods. It is certain that this concept has 
historically meant for the Arab nation, which had never 
known political partition, nor was ever a colonialist 
nation. Indeed, its nationalist movement emerged at the 
end of the last century and the beginning of the present 
century as a reaction to the colonial phenomenon in the 
Arab nation. 


In accordance with this, we find that there is a problem 
with fashioning a defined concept of pan-Arab security 
along Western lines due to the uniqueness of the sover- 
eignty of national concepts in our Arab nation. 


In the Arab Socialist Ba’th Party’s view of the meaning 
of national security, it is the achievement of joint Arab 
cooperation in various areas, confronting domestic and 
external challenges with a hearty Arab spirit, and the 
view that Arab territory in the Arab nation is the 
territory of all Arabs. In addition, it confirms the neces- 
sity of earnest and fruitful action to build Arab nuclear 
capabilities technologies against aggressors. 


A. National security and the global struggle: this direc- 
tion assumes that national security is basically aimed 
at power. Here we note Parkinson’s Law, which is an 
analysis of international re. », according to 
which countries’ need for natio .:1 security is closely 
linked to their need for power, and this power can be 
classified into three types: 


1. Military power. 
2. Economic power. 
3. Political power. 


Thus national security is organically linked and con- 
nected to the global struggle. 


B. National security and international cooperation: pro- 
ponents assume for the sake of argument that 
national security is closely linked to the degree of 
international cooperation, but facts show the oppo- 
site of what they say. The nature of the international 
struggle is the basis for justifying a nation’s quest for 
power and, by extension, its self-defense, or achieving 
its own particular national security. As to the means 
of achieving national security, they confirm that it is 
related to the understanding of the nature of the 
threat to national security. These factors can be 
classified into internal factors and external ones, 
which are: 


a. Internal factors that threaten national security. 
There are many and diverse factors that threaten 
the security of any country from within. They may 
be military, economic, social, or political, and in 
each case there are problems and weak points that 
can be exploited to threaten the national security 
of a country. 
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First: Political. The lack of political stability, the com- 
plication of political life, the multiplicity of forces influ- 
encing decision making, and the divergence of political 
ideologies are some of the major factors that threaten the 
security and stability of this country. 


Second: Social. The domestic front of any country is no 
less important than military power in achieving victory 
in a military confrontation. The Arab masses now have a 
direct influence not only upon domestic policy but on 
foreign policy. Therefore the ability of propaganda and 
psychological warfare to influence the power of the 
masses is possible, and leads to major results, especially 
if the social situation is complex. 


Third: Economic. Economic backwardness and weak 
economic conditions are factors that threaten the 
national security of any country; economic dependency, 
loans, budget deficit, and imbalance in the economic and 
other structures are a threat to national security. 


Fourth: Military. It is indisputable that the military 
aspect is one of the major factors in national security. 
Military performance is one of the major instruments 
making possible the achievement of security. Therefore 
the weakness of any country’s military forces exposes its 
security to danger, making it a vulnerable target for other 
countries. Also, a country’s dependence on just one other 
country as a source of weapons may threaten its national 
security. 


There is another aspect: the make-up of a country’s army 
and its underlying social nature can be exploited to 
create dissension and strife which could act to cause 
confrontations within sectors of the army. We have seen 
an example of this in the Lebanese crisis. 


B. External factors that may be manifested in: 


First: The possibility of external aggression, which is a 
clear and direct threat to a country’s existence. 


Second: The possibility of the emergence of a hostile 
ideology affecting the country’s society and government. 


Third: The establishment of an alliance or unity among 
the country’s enemies. 


Fourth: In addition, factors and changes in the interna- 
tional and regional areas, that lead to a rising danger to 
the national security of any country. What concerns us, 
then, is whether the war is all-out or limited and that 
depends on the nature and interplay of three basic 
factors: 


1. The political aspect. 
2. The ideological aspect. 


3. The economic and military aspect. 


The Nuclear Dimension in National Security Strategies 


Both countries that have no oil sources and those which 
do have them, have embarked on a move to acquire 
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nuclear energy as an alternative source of energy. There 
were just 19 countries with 168 nuclear atomic reactors 
generating 73 million kilowatts in 1975, which by 1985 
had become nearly 40 countries with more than 4,000 
reactors producing more than 340 million kilowatts. 
This multiplied relations at various levels among these 
nuclear powers and the concept of a modern state’s 
national security. How? That comes from the support 
provided by nuclear weapons to the national power in 
the global battlefield. It offers the country a greater 
capacity for freedom to act; it offers more strategic 
alternatives of action when situations escalate or calm 
down, to improve its negotiating position thanks to the 
immense firepower a nuclear arsenal provides. This 
means that the connection between the spread of nuclear 
weapons and national security becomes more clearly 
manifest when powers conflict, because the possession of 
nuclear weapons usually entails a reduction in the 
volume of conventional armed forces, which had been 
permanently maintained at an exorbitant cost. As to 
nuclear weaponry, it is a deterrent with a better capacity 
for convincing foes not to mount conventional or 
nuclear aggression. 


Whether nuclear power is used for military or other 
purposes, it has become one of the facts of the present 
world order. The nuclear era or nuclear revolution will 
affect all sorts of human life on the planet earth. In terms 
of quantity, nuclear power can be assessed by examining 
the energy released by nuclear reactors. The burning of a 
kilogram of uranium produces energy equal to 2 million 
kilowatt hours, or the equivalent of burning 2,000 tons of 
high-quality coal. This means that uranium as a source of 
energy is two million times better than coal. In terms of 
method, some of the reasons for the relative stability the 
present world order enjoys are due to the mass destruc- 
tive capacity of the nuclear threat. Henry Kissinger says 
that “this nuclear threat is what gave the superpowers 
the freedom to act.” Dr. [?Aron], a former professor at 
the University of Paris, cites as proof of that that “were 
it not for the USA’s possession of nuclear weapons, it 
would not have dared use its conventional bombs to 
attack North Vietnam. As to nuclear power as a source of 
energy, it has been proved that the world’s need for it in 
the year 2000 will multiply fivefold. 


Nuclear weapons will be the nuclear power with the most 
direct effect on national security for units of the world 
order, as well as in their actions and behavior. What is 
meant by nuclear weapons is all weapons in which 
nuclear fission or fusion occurs, releasing massive 
amounts of energy. 


Role of the Zionist Entity in Threatening Pan-Arab 
Security 


The Arab nation was subjected to the establishment of 
the Zionist entity in 1948, as a hostile base linked to, and 
supported by, Western powers. These powers aimed, 
with the creation of the Zionist entity, to use it as a 
counter-force to the Arab national movement, and as a 
means to abort any Arab effort to achieve true unity, 
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which would have been a threat to Western interests in 
the region. It is certain that this entity would never have 
been established had it not been for the state of Arab 
political disarray, and the national security concepts in 
the region. Israel has become, in recent years, a tool for 
the Western powers to consolidate these concepts, and to 
partition the existing Arab countries into many small 
countries. Needless to say, the absence of a unified Arab 
security strategy is what gave the Zionist entity the 
Opportunity to play these roles, and the reason for the 
feelings of some Arab countries far from the front line 
that they are threatened by this entity with its enormous 
conventional military capabilities. For this reason, the 
security concerns of these countries focused on national 
rather than pan-Arab issues. 


While these factors, among them the nature of Zionist 
threats with its military capabilities, may have strength- 
ened the position of those Arab countries who adopted 
national security concepts, all the supports these coun- 
tries depended on to protect their national security 
collapsed with the new threat to Arab security that the 
Zionist nuclear capability represented and the Zionist 
entity’s destruction of Iraq’s nuclear installations in 
1981. It was proved that Arab security must inevitably 
be pan-Arab, and that from now on no Arab country can 
protect its national security solely with its own resources, 
and retreat behind its own geographic borders. An Arab 
country must throw itself and its capabilities into pan- 
Arab causes. The Zionist nuclear interest in recent years 
has not been limited to producing nuclear bombs, but 
has extended to developing methods of delivering them 
to the farthest geographic points within the Arab world. 
It wants to prove thereby the futility of geographic 
boundaries in providing national security to some Arab 
countries far away from it, which had taken contrary 
positions. This was actually proved when Iraq’s nuclear 
installations were destroyed, and Tunisian territory was 
attacked in 1985. This proof, however, in so far as it 
reflects the weakness of national security for Arab coun- 
tries in nuclear terms, gives Arab security a pan-Arab 
character. That is, while some Arab countries held to 
national security concepts born in the womb of the Arab 
nation’s political and geographic fragmentation, and 
Zionist threats, the state of fragmentation was elimi- 
nated in military terms, and imposed on Arab countries 
the acceptance of the concept of comprehensive Arab 
national security, whether they want it or not. 


KUWAIT 


Al-Shall Report on BP Scandal 


94AE0003B London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
2 Oct 93 p 10 


[Unattributed article from Kuwait: “Kuwait Petroleum 
Ministry’s Violation of Rules Spurs Tax Case in BP 
(British Petroleum) Deal’’] 


[Text] The weekly Al-Shall economic report has said that 
the FINANCIAL TIMES raised the possibility that 
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Kuwait dodged paying the tax due the British Treasury 
on revenues Kuwait realized by selling about 11.8 per- 
cent of its shares in British Petroleum [BP], and its 
subsequent revenues from those shares. The primary 
reason given by the newspaper was that tax relief for the 
Kuwait Investment Office in London is confined to its 
investment of Kuwait government funds, and not for 
independent institutions. Thus the tax, estimated at 
about /P600 million pounds sterling, is due because the 
deal involved the Kuwait Petroleum Corporation. 


Despite our belief that part of what the paper said was true, 
that the London office may have received direct orders 
from the petroleum minister, and despiie our opposition to 
the move, and this investment at the time, the fact that this 
happened contrary to Kuwaiti laws and regulations. Pre- 
viously in 1982, the petroleum minister withdrew $2.5 
billion directly from the Reserve for Future Generations, 
when he decided with the same London office team to buy 
the Santa Fe Co. He was joined in that by the same team 
responsible for the British Petroleum deal. The dispute in 
the Commission’s board at that time, recorded in the 
minutes, could be used as a precedent for the minister to 
have exceeded his powers, and ease the predicament of the 
Kuwaiti Government, should it not be excused of any 
internal responsibility. 


On another front, it is recorded in the accounts of the 
General Investment Commission that the Kuwait Petro- 
leum Corporation’s ownership in full of the Reserve for 
Future Generations, with a paid-up capital of 2.5 billion 
Kuwaiti dinars, applied to all the rights of its stock- 
holders. The reserve is owned in full by the sovereign 
State of Kuwait. Article 12 of the regulations of Law 6 of 
1980, published on 27 January 1980, stipulates that the 
Corporation’s gross profits be distributed: 10 percent to 
the mandatory reserve to a maximum of 50 percent of its 
capital, and 10 percent to the general reserves, with the 
possibility of the amount being adjusted by a decision of 
the Supreme Petroleum Council. It is assumed that the 
rest, the surplus, goes to the State’s public treasury. It is 
a known fact that the Petroleum Corporation is not 
assumed to have a financial portfolio of about $5 billion, 
and committed to paying a lump sum of $1.7 billion to 
fund the deal. The periodical also mentioned it did not 
violate its laws and general regulations, and this was 
accomplished by the supremacy of some power centers 
over others, within the government. 


Unlike some, we believe that the leaking of information by 
some former government officials, and raising this subject, 
was done only with the aim of stealing influence in the 
course of the investigation on one hand, and to create an 
adverse climate that might influence the course of the 
investigation on the other. We know for a certainty that the 
transfers of hundreds of millions of dollars to external 
accounts was not to purchase the political stances of 
countries or parties. We know for a certainty that threats to 
expose major figures and officials involved were untrue. 
One of those threats was to bring up tax and political issues 
with the Spanish and British Governments. The important 
thing is that the government should prove its credibility to 
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local and foreign public opinion, and to take serious steps 
to try those accused of embezzling public funds, whatever 
their names or positions are. It was unsatisfactory in the 
reply of the General Investment Commission that it was 
not decisive when the news was published, although the 
threat to it had been public knowledge for a considerable 
time. The government must expect more surprises in these 
cases, and its responses must be careful and well-prepared 
beforehand. So far there are many threats from a very 
strong team in cases of stealing and embezzlement. 


The Al-Shall report indicated that market performance 
over the past week was less active than the week pre- 
ceding it, and that this was reflected in all its major 
indicators. There are still 43 companies listed on the 
market, while the number of firms traded is 42, one of 
which is not included in the indicators. Al-Shall’s 
reading at end of trading Wednesday was 108.8 points, 
down 0.1 points from the previous week, and 8.8 points 
up versus the worth of these companies on | August 
1990. There were 21 companies whose value increased 
and 18 whose values dropped, with two unchanged 
relative to their value on | August 1990. 


Al-Shall Calls For More Taxes, Less Aid 


94AE0006A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
9 Oct 93 p 10 


[“‘Ai-Shall Cautions Against Postponement of Budget 
Deficit Correction, Calls For Taxes and Gradual Dimin- 
ishment of Aid’’] 


[Text] Kuwait—Al-Shall’s weekly report called for bold 
measures to correct the budget deficit, specifically impo- 
sition of certain taxes and substantial reduction in non- 
essential outlays such as defense expenditures and non- 
essential projects, calling to account the individuals 
responsible for loss of public funds and retrieval of 
whatever is possible, gradual lifting of support for goods 
and public services, and continuation of the apportion- 
ment policy. 


The report pointed out that although Kuwait had received 
less of a quota than it had demanded during the last OPEC 
meeting, the government had based its fiscal projections 
©n a worst-case scenario, namely the daily production of 
1.8 million barrels at an average price of $14 per barrel. It 
is presumed that the latest agreement would result in a 
boost in oil revenues, with regard to the two factors of 
production, to the tune of 0.2 million barrels per day, and 
perhaps a reduction in the true budget deficit to a level 
below the projected deficit of approximately 1.3 billion 
Kuwaiti dinars (KD). However, because of the govern- 
ment’s expansionist tendencies, the surplus expenditure 
may be utilized outside the budget and the true deficit 
remain greater than the figure given. 


Al-Shall said that correction of the deficit in the public 
treasury required political and moral fortitude because the 
remedy involved certain unpopular measures and policies. 
The budget deficit for the three fiscal years following 
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liberation was a true deficit of KD8.4 billion (approxi- 
mately $28 billicn), During the last two fiscal years, the 
public expenditure level stabilized at approximately 
KD4.0 billion. In fiscal year 1991-92, the budget deficit 
was KD5.3 billion, which dropped to KD1.8 billion in the 
year that followed, and to approximately KD1.3 billion in 
the current fiscal year. The deficit decrease was possible 
during the last two years because of the increase in oil 
production—a situation that will not repeat itself at the 
same ratio and with similar ease during the forthcoming 
years. Any improvement in oil revenues will be, to a 
greater extent, influenced by a rise in prices. 


The indicators of the budget deficit in question, in terms 
of the lessened flexibility in lowering expenditures and 
the weak likelihood of an increase in revenues, cast 
worrisome shadows on the future of the public treasury. 
The attempt to buy good will by way of retracting the 
resolve to adopt certain unpopular policies will con- 
tribute to a higher cost of reform. 


What is crucial is that a combination of compound instru- 
ments and policies must unavoidably be followed to cor- 
rect the situation. The most significant of these are: the 
substantial reduction in nonessential outlays such as 
defense expenditures and nonessential projects; the impo- 
sition of certain taxes; the calling to account of those 
individuals responsible for loss of public funds, and the 
retrieval of whatever is possible thereof; the lifting of 
gradual support for goods and public services and the 
gradual apportionment thereof. The mere presentation of a 
comprehensive public policy, irrespective of varying inter- 
vals of implementation of its particulars, would be tanta- 
mount to a fundamental change in the course of economic 
management to accord with the true state of affairs. This 
true state of affairs must unavoidably be presented for 
public opinion without overstatement from either view- 
point. There is still time for correction under sustainable 
costs, but time is not on our side. 


On the subject of complicated debts law implementa- 
tion, Al-Shall commented, “‘It [the law] is still stumbling 
as a result of the disagreement in interpretation of some 
of its resources. This is a matter whose short-term 
resolution is imperative, before our ever-present 
problem, summed up in feeble implementation capaci- 
ties, rears its ugly head again. It is presumed that the 
finance minister and the parliamentary delegation will 
return next week, and that joint sessions with bank 
representatives will be set. The implementation of deci- 
sions or clarifications on implementation of the law are 
necessary. Despite our agreement with the principle of 
the restriction of discretionary authority—with a view to 
avoiding repetition of the experience of the 1986 project, 
and to not compromising the Central Bank’s and other 
institutions’ neutrality—we believe in the necessity for 
liaison officers between the various authorities who are 
enabled to intervene whenever needed, and to promul- 
gate public and consolidated interpretations whenever 
disagreement on a matter exists. 
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In a related development, the market was more active 
last week than the week before; all its main indices were 
higher. The number of market-listed companies rose to 
46, following the relisting of the international financial 
investment company, the national investment company, 
and the al-Fujayrah Cement Company. Moreover, the 
number of companies with traded shares rose to 44, two 
of which do not fall within the index. At the close of 
trading last Wednesday, the Al-Shall Index read 109.9 
points, which is 1.1 points higher than the previous week 
and 9.9 points in comparison to the values of these 
companies on | August 1990. Twenty-two companies 
saw a rise in their values, 17 saw their values fall, and the 
values of three others were unchanged in comparison to 
their values on 1 August 1990. 


LIBYA 


Pan Am 103 Suspects Interviewed 


94AF0052A London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
12 Dec 93 pp 20-30 


[Article: ‘Victims’ Families Were Subjected to Terrorist 
Act, While We Are Victim of Conflict Among Regimes’’] 


[Text] You cannot visit Libya without wanting to ask 
about the two most famous people in the country: 
*Abd-al-Basit al-Migrahi and al-Amin Fuhaymah, whose 
pictures have filled the international media and who 
have become the two most wanted men in the world. 
Indeed, they are the only two people over whom the 
Security Council has ever met to consider how to force 
them to appear for trial on the charge of blowing up Pan 
Am flight 103 over the Scottish town of Lockerbie on 21 
December 1988. 


Only once did the suspects appear publicly before tele- 
vision cameras. After that brief appearance, they disap- 
peared again for a long time. There were various reports 
about their disappearance. They were said to be under 
guard in a remote area. Others said they were in a Libyan 
jail. There even were rumors that they had been killed in 
an accident engineered to lessen the chances for the trial 
to proceed. Thus one had to look for them. 


Even Colonel Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi, whom AL- 
MAJALLAH met last week, stated, when we asked 
permission to meet the suspects, that it was impossible, 
as the attorneys preferred that they not appear in the 
international press before the trial‘date. Nevertheless, 
after a long chase—in itself a story—the suspects agreed 
to talk to AL-MAJALLAH, although, as they put it, the 
magazine had written against them several times in the 
past. Now they were convinced that this was the journal- 
ist’s profession—that whoever presents information first 
normally receives priority in publication. 


In conversation with a high-level Libyan official known 
for his efforts and careful following of the crisis since its 
eruption, I asked again whether there was an official ban 
on the suspects’ appearing and meeting the forgtion 


z 
* 
‘ 





JPRS-NEA-93-117 
23 December 1993 


media. The Libyan official told me that there was no 
such political position and that the matter was for the 
defense team alone to decide. So I decided to meet the 
attorney to discuss with him the possibility of meeting 
the suspects. 


I shall recount the full story of our conversation and the 
circumstances in which it took place. These are impor- 
tant details that reflect the suspects’ frame of mind and 
the overall situation. 


Ibrahim al-Ghuwayl is a well-known Libyan attorney 
who has worked for over 30 years in the defense field. He 
served for a time as editor in chief of the newspaper 
AL-BALAGH. My first meeting with him took place in 
his office on Ist of September Street in the center of the 
Libyan capital. He knows the details of the case by heart. 
Before we began discussing any specific requests, he 
insisted on presenting an outline of the case and its 
developments, as well as his private opinion about it and 
his refutation of some evidence. He thinks that many of 
those handling and following the case have not been 
given an opportunity to become acquainted with its 
details. Even those making an effort to resolve Libya’s 
problem with the West believe in their hearts that the 
two men are actually guilty and that mediation over 
them is taking place for the sake of relations with Libya. 
Ibrahim al-Ghuwayl believes strongly in his client’s 
innocence. He believes that the proofs of this innocence 
leave no room for doubt. He hopes that those engaged in 
mediation efforts to solve the crisis will acquaint them- 
selves with the details so as to become convinced from 
the outset of the suspects’ innocence; thus they will be 
able to feel confident that they are defending victims of 
injustice, not criminals. 


I left the suspects’ attorney after over two hours of 
discussion about the circumstances surrounding the case 
and about the shortcomings or weakness of media cov- 
erage on the Libyan side. All I received from him was a 
statement that the decision about my meeting the sus- 
pects would be made by them alone. He promised to 
convey my wish to them, so that they could decide 
whether they were ready for an interview. 


Political Decision 


That evening, the attorney informed me that ’Abd-al-Basit 
and al-Amin had refused to meet with any media because 
of what they termed “their painful experience” with the 
media. The attorney told me he could not pressure them to 
agree and how sensitive they had become since the case 
began. My suspicions about a possible political decision 
forbidding them to be interviewed began to reappear. I 
spoke to the high-level Libyan official about them and 
asked explicitly: “Do you have a political decision forbid- 
ding *Abd-al-Basit and al-Amin from meeting with the 
media?—for if such a decision exists, there is no sense in 
waiting and trying.” The reply was that the matter 
involved only the attorney, the two men, and myself; there 
was no government pressure on them. So I again contacted 
the attorney and asked him to arrange a meeting with the 
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two, merely to make their acquaintance, and for them to 
try to convince me of their arguments or for me to 
convince them of mine. 


In the middle of the next day we were on our way to 
*Abd-al-Basit al- Mugarrahi. I had no clear picture of the 
sort of place to which I was going. I still imagined that I 
should meet him under restrain in a heavily guarded place. 
I think that this is the idea that many people have. I was 
also preparing myself to meet an intelligence officer. 


The car let us out before an ordinary house in a Tripoli 
suburb whose residents seemed to be middle class. 
*Abd-al-Basit al-Miqrahi met us at the door of house. 
There were neither guards nor walls. The attorney intro- 
duced him to me with the words, “This is ’Abd-al-Basit, 
whom everyone now wants.” ’Abd-al-Basit laughed and 
said: “‘We are ordinary people. We don’t know what put 
us into this position, but God will prevail.” 


*Abd-al-Basit (41 years old) is composed and calm- 
featured, despite the tension that was visible on him at 
the beginning of the meeting. Despite his unpretentious- 
ness as a person, he clearly is a highly cultured person 
and a good conversationalist. He took pains to tell me 
that the house we were in was the home of the family 
among whom he was raised and that he was merely an 
ordinary person who did not live luxuriously, as the 
media had tried to portray him. 


In the spacious room where we sat—it was furnished as an 
Arab sitting room—I noticed ’Abd-al-Basit’s wedding pho- 
tograph on the wall. As we sipped green tea, “Abd-al-Basit’s 
young son entered. “This,” he said, “is Muhammad. He 
was born after the crisis. I named him after my grandfa- 
ther, who is still alive and more than a hundred years old.” 
Chuckling, he added, “My grandfather always tells me that 
as long as he is alive, no one can harm me.” 


*Abd-al-Basit went on about his refusal to grant a press 
interview, explaining that their experience with the media 
has always been bitter. The media have said many things 
about them without trying to verify what they were saying. 
He is surprised that no Arabic newspaper was interested in 
trying to meet them at the beginning of the crisis. 


*Abd-al-Basit next turned to speaking about the great 
sense of injustice that he and al-Amin feel and their 
pressing desire to have a chance for a fair trial to 
demonstrate their innocence. 


Pain and Bitterness 


The conversation between ‘Abd-al-Basit and myself 
stretched on as I attempted to persuade him to change 
his mind. I tried to persuade him of the importance of 
the media aspect in their case, particularly since only 
they would pay the price for ignorance of their stand and 
views. Even if they had reservations about the stand of 
the media regarding them, a boycott would be no solu- 
tion. We agreed to meet in the evening, so that he might 
think and consult with al-Amin Fuhaymah. 


When ’Abd-al-Basit received us in the evening, he was 
more at ease. Al-Amin, on the other hand, was on edge 
and began speaking bitterly of how he had been said to 
have become a man living luxuriously in silks. “I hope 
they come to my house,” he said, “to see the silks in 
which they say I am living!” 


Everything that ’"Abd-al-Basit and al-Amin said was 
mixed with pain and bitterness. They continually 
affirmed their innocence of what they had been accused 
of and how they had been surprised by the charges. 
*Abd-al-Basit spoke of how his relatives and neighbors 
did not believe what he had been accused of. He spoke of 
his continual sense of anguish and pain whenever he met 
or heard about a sick person who had died or whose 
family had been unable to send him abroad for treatment 
because of the sanctions against Libya. “Sometimes,” he 
said, “‘we are subjected to posturing by some people who 
ask me why I don’t sacrifice myself. I reply that I want to 
make a sacrifice, but for a cause that honors me, my 
family, my country, and my people.” Al-Amin broke in, 
saying: ‘““We are innocent of such a terrorist act.” 


Al-Amin seems simpler than ’Abd-al-Basit. I said to the 
two: “When I saw you on the television screen, fear and 
confusion were visible on al-Amin, while you, ’Abd- 
al-Basit, seemed calm. Some people therefore sympa- 
thized with al-Amin and had misgivings about you 
because of your calm appearance.” 


*Abd-al-Basit replied that for various reasons he was 
more accustomed to talking than al-Amin. ’Abd-al-Basit 
had been al-Amin’s superior in the Libyan airline com- 
pany. Secondly, ’Abd-al-Basit’s level of education was 
somewhat higher than al-Amin’s: he had earned a bach- 
elor’s degree in geography and then a master’s. He had 
taken a number of training courses in America and 
Germany and had reached a high-level position in the 
Libyan airline company, having become a member of 
what could be called the company’s board of directors. 
He was responsible for traffic at Tripoli Airport and 
therefore was a member of a council that included the 
directors of airports in the countries around the Medi- 
terranean basin. 


America No 


I asked them plainly why they refused to go to America 
and Britain if they were so sure of their innocence. The 
three parties—’Abd-al- Basit, al-Amin, and the attor- 
ney—answered in succession. "Abd-al-Basit said: “We 
are sure of our innocence and sure of ourselves, despite 
the false charges with which we have been surprised and 
the lies that have been leveled at us. But how can we trust 
America and Britain, which trumped up this charge 
against us? How can we be sure of receiving a fair trial?” 
Al-Amin added: “There is nothing to support all the 
charges they have brought against us. Having been 
charged with false accusations, we shall also be convicted 
falsely. How can we trust a legal system in which the 
adversary is the umpire?” ’Abd-al-Basit added: “‘We 
have been condemned in advance and intentionally by 
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the media. Many people have been influenced by these 
media attacks on us. When we consulted our defense 
team, which includes lawyers from America, Britain, 
Switzerland, and Scotland, as well as others, they agreed 
that we could not receive a just trial after this media 
campaign. The campaign would influence the legal pro- 
ceedings in the case. Bear in mind that the legal system in 
America and Britain follows the jury system, and jurors 
must never have heard the name of the defendant 
previously.” ’Abd-al-Basit wondered, ‘“‘How can we find 
jurors who have never heard of our case or known our 
names previously?” He added that his 70-year-old 
mother, if asked, now could give a full description of the 
valise, its color, and its size, along with details of the case 
which, but for the media and their intensive coverage of 
the case, she would never have known. 


Despite the hours-long session of conversation with 
al-Amin and ’Abd- al-Basit, their position on an inter- 
view continued to vacillate. We finally reached a formula 
whereby we would conduct the interview without going 
into facts that might influence their legal position. Also, 
they would obtain permission from the defense team, or 
at least the Scottish, German, and American lawyers, to 
hold such an interview. We agreed to meet the next 
morning. Al-Amin and ’Abd-al-Basit saw us to the door 
of the car. “Reassure your wife,” they said, “that you 
spent the evening with us in our house and nothing 
happened to you.” I had mentioned to them at the outset 
that people believed they were prisoners. 


Disagreements Over Extradition 


On the way back, the lawyer Ibrahim al-Ghuway! said 
that he thought the two men were more convinced now 
of the importance of their presence in the media, instead 
of continued talk about them from one side, as a result of 
which they had become the absent party whose rights 
had been trampled on in the case. Al-Ghuwayl added: 
“They are living through a real tragedy. They are in a 
difficult situation and under tremendous psychological 
pressure. In the West, and even in the Arab world, some 
people imagine that they are living like heroes. But it’s 
not true—you’ve seen them yourself! The psychological 
pressure they are under is unbearable. One of them has 
lost his mother, and the other’s mother has become very 
sick because of what her son is suffering. Their children 
have transferred to other schools because of the psycho- 
logical pressure and people’s questions. Sometimes they 
even use their mothers’ family names.” 


It seems that a disagreement developed between the 
Libyan Foreign Ministry and the defense team. After the 
Libyan Foreign Ministry announced that it would not 
object to the defendants’ appearing before a Scottish 
court if they wished, the defense team met and issued a 
statement saying that they did not agree with that point 
of view and that they, the defense team, thought it would 
be impossible to provide an impartial jury. 


I asked Ibrahim al-Ghuway] whether a political decision 
to extradite the defendants could end the problem and 
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what his position would be in that event. He answered: 
“The Libyan government cannot do that. The secretary 
of justice (the justice minister) would have to issue 
permission for extradition proceedings to begin. The 
public prosecutor would then carry out investigations 
and present the matter to the criminal court, which 
would decide whether or not to extradite. I am confident 
that the court would overturn any extradition order, 
even if the public prosecutor bowed to pressure.” Al- 
Ghuwayl added: “It remains possible that the Libyan 
government may carry out a kidnapping. That would not 
be a legal action, and I do not expect it to happen.” 


Al-Amin’s House 


The next morning in the hotel lobby, I noticed a person I 
thought was ’Abd-al-Basit al-Miqrahi. I expected that he 
had come to notify me of something or that he wanted to 
meet me. I went toward him and was about to greet him, 
but discovered that it was not ’Abd-al-Basit, but someone 
resembling him. I then remembered what the attorney had 
told me, how one of the prosecution witnesses, a Maltese 
businessman, had stated that he had seen ’Abd-al-Basit 
when he came to him in his store and bought the clothes 
that were said to have been discovered in the wreckage of 
the airplane. These statements had been made a year and 
a half after the accident had occurred. 


I went to ’Abd-al-Basit al-Miqrahi’s house accompanied 
by the attorney, who had already telephoned a number of 
members of the defense team. The latter had advised 
their two clients to give a full response in which they 
answered the questions put to them. 


*Abd-al-Basit met us at the door of the house. This time 
he appeared tense, saying that he refused to meet with 
the media and that this was also the opinion of al-Amin 
Fuhaymah. So we had to begin all over. The attorney 
indicated that this answer showed how much psycholog- 
ical stress the two were under. After he spoke to him 
alone, he again changed his position. Finally we agreed 
that the two would answer the questions jointly and that 
the attorney would review the text to be attributed to 
them. This text was the one published accompanying this 
article. However, in writing about the two, I could make 
free use of the conversation that had taken place and was 
taking place among us. We then went to al-Amin Fuhay- 
mah’s house in the middle-class suburb of Suq al-Jum’ah 
adjoining the city of Tripoli. We rode in ’Abd-al- Basit’s 
car, which he drove himself. ’Abd-al-Basit talked about 
his mother, whose health had been affected by the crisis 
because of the news she had heard about her son. As a 
result, she had come down with diabetes, a disease not 
present among the members of the family. He had three 
children. Whenever the eldest asked why his name was 
mentioned in the news broadcasts, he had no answer to 
give him. As ’Abd-al-Basit continued to drive, he said: “I 
am nearsighted, so I cannot join the army or the police, 
which are the two fields from which intelligence officers 
usually come. So how can they accuse me of being an 
intelligence officer? I studied in America and other 
countries. If they looked up their records, they would 
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find that out. I think they know, but it is a political 
question, and we are its victim.” 


We reached al-Amin’s home, a simple house like those 
around it. His father, an old man of about 70, met us. 
Al-Amin met us in traditional Libyan clothes. A smile of 
welcome was visible on his face, giving the impression of 
geniality. We entered the living room of the house, which 
was not very different from most ordinary Libyan 
homes. Al-Amin pointed to the picture of his mother 
hanging on the wali and said: “This 1s my mother. She 
was a victim of the false media campaign that the West 
launched against us. She couldn't bear the psychological 
stress because of the charge, and so she died, although 
she wasn’t old and had no disease. My children are older 
than ’Abd-al-Basit’s. They become upset and .. nse when- 
ever they hear a radio report about the case or are 
harassed by their schoolmates. My sister had a miscar- 
riage when she heard a rumor that we had been extra- 
dited: she ran home and lost her baby.” 


I asked al-Amin about “Abd-al Majid al-Jivakah, the 
main witness against them, who now lives in America. 
He answered quickly with evident emotion: “I am still 
certain that if al-Jiyakah attended the trial and saw me, 
he would be unable to keep himself from crying. He will 
come to me, asking me to forgive him.” He added: “It 
was a great surprise to me that al-Ja’ak became a witness 
against us. | gave him my house when everyone rejected 
him. I put him up as a guest throughout the month of 
Ramadan, though he ts single and I am married. I did it 
out of sympathy for him. I helped him greatly in getting 
out of the dilemma he got into because of his relations 
and behavior toward a number of workers at the airport 
in Malta. So I am sure that if he saw me now, he could 
not keep himself from crying and apologizing. This is not 
the reward I deserve from him.” 


Al-Amin insisted that | accompany him into the rooms 
of his house. It was the first time he was allowing a 
stranger, against custom, to enter the rooms of his house, 
but he wanted to rebut the charge that he had begun 
living in luxury after the Lockerbie accident. I entered 
the rooms of his house with him: the children’s room, the 
kitchen, and his bedroom. He opened the clothes closet 
to show me his clothes, asking in anger and tension: “Are 
these the clothes of someone who wears silks? Is this the 
bed of someone who spends the night in luxury?” 


My conversation with “Abd-al-Basit and al-Amin con- 
tinued. It kept revolving around their statement of 
innocence of the charge leveled at them, the lack of any 
relation between them and the explosion, and the lack of 
any relation between them and any security agency. They 
were merely two ordinary persons whose circumstances 
had caused them to fall victim to a political conflict with 
which they as persons had no relation. Nevertheless, they 
had been exposed to no government pressure to date to 
cause them to turn themselves in. Instead, they had 
relative freedom to move, so that they could exchange 
visits with their family and friends. The kept stating their 
desire to get the case over with quickly. Their questions 
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seemed to be seeking a ray of hope that the crisis would 
end. Through a number of visits with them, it could be 
clearly seen that they definitely wanted to appear in 
court to end the suspense and prove their innocence. At 
the same time, they were clearly set on rejecting trial 
before the British or American courts, but ready to be 
tried in any other place, although they expressed a wish 
that this third place be an Arab country, so that they 
would be able to overcome the obstacle of culture and 
language. But if this proved impossible, it could be any 
other place on which the various parties agreed. 


When I left “Abd-al-Basit al-Migrahi and al-Amin 
Fuhaymah, all they asked me was that I communicate all 
I had seen and heard to everyone I knew. 


[Box, p 25] 


Media Condemn Us Before We Are Tried 


After persistent efforts with ’Abd-al-Basit al-Miqrahi 
and al-Amin Fuhaymah, it was agreed that they would 
submit their response to the most important of the 
questions in the form of a single text for which they 
would be responsible after it was reviewed by their 
attorney. This is the text: 


We are happy to be meeting with an Arabic magazine, for 
this is the first time that an Arab journal is meeting with 
us. We always hoped to meet with an Arabic magazine, so 
that it might speak about us and clarify certain points 
about our case, known as the Lockerbie case. 


At the outset, we say that we have had a bitter experience 
with the press. It has written about us without seeing us 
and without talking to us. We do not know where it 
obtained the information it wrote about us. We noticed 
that at the beginning of the crisis the Arabic press was 
following the news about Princess Diana and Lady Sarah 
more than it was following the news of our case, our 
suffering as individuals, and the suffering of our family 
and acquaintances. 


We wish to state that we want a just and fair trial in a 
place where the opponent is not the umpire. We want to 
get to the truth, because the truth will vindicate us before 
the world—vindicate us as individuals and vindicate our 
family and society. 


We join our voice to the voices of the victims’ families. 
They were subjected to a loathsome act of terrorism; we 
have been subjected to state terrorism. We have been 
subjected to false accusation by states that now are 
leading the world—we with them. 


We want to get to the truth. We have joined hands and 
agreed on a formula to get to the truth; for the truth will 
vindicate us, and it will clarify to them the real state of 
affairs. 


We want a trial in a country where we are guaranteed a 
just and fair trial. We cannot be tried in a country where 
the opponent is the umpire. 
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We have consulted with our defense team, which includes 
lawyers from England, Scotland, America, Malta, Switzer- 
land, and Germany, as well as Arab lawyers coordinated by 
the well-known Libyan attorney Ibrahim al-Ghuwayl. The 
consultation made it clear to us that there can be no just 
and fair trial in America or Britain, particularly as the case 
has received great attention in the media. We are now 
condemned in advance by the media. The world has come 
to regard us as two guilty defendants, despite the legal 
maxim that a defendant is innocent until proven guilty. 
Nevertheless, we have been condemned by the media even 
before being brought to trial. 


The British have on many occasions said that the goal is 
to try the regime, not us. Thus we are the victim of a 
political problem between regimes. 


We all know that international agreements and conven- 
tions, especially the Montreal Agreement, give us the 
right as Libyan citizens to be tried in our country, Libya. 
However, in order to get to the truth, as well as for the 
sake of the families of the victims, we are ready to be 
tried in any third country, so that we may get to the truth 
that will vindicate us. 


They claim to have evidence. We say that the evidence 
that can convict us before courts in America and Britain 
can convict us in any place in the world, whether in 
courts in Libya, or in any Arab country, or in any third 
country. If they are confident of their claims and their 
evidence, let us go to court and hold a trial. 


As for the issue of turning us over to the courts in Britain 
or America, we as Libyan Arab citizens feel we have the 
right under international agreements and conventions to 
be tried in Libya and that it would be an injustice toward 
us for us to be tried in a country other than Libya. Yet 
because we feel that the problem must be solved so that 
we can be cleared, we are ready to go anywhere except 
America or Britain. 


For the honor of 5 million Libyans and 200 million 
Arabs, for the honor of all the Third World countries that 
do not have the strength of America or Britain, and lest 
this be a historical legal precedent, we will not turn 
ourselves over to America and Britain to be tried there. 


We are completely certain of our innocence. The day will 
come when the international community shall realize 
that we are innocent. 


We are following what Arab rulers are doing regarding 
our case, especially Egyptian President Husni Mubarak, 
brothers in Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Kuwait, Tunisia, and 
Morocco, the general secretary of the Arab League, Dr. 
*Ismat “Abd-al-Majid, and his assistant, “Adnan 
*Imran—how they are trying to reach a peaceful solution 
to our case that will preserve our honor and sovereignty. 
As Libyan Arab citizens, we thank them on behalf of our 
families and the Libyan people. We hope their efforts 
will be crowned with success. We tell them in all honesty 
that we are innocent and that they can speak for us with 
all confidence and assurance. We say to them: “Look at 
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the documents of our case in order to become certain 
that we are innocent. Do not listen to one voice alone. 
Listen rather to our voices; for we are not wrongdoers, 
but people who have been wronged.” 


We repeat our weicome to AL-MAJALLAH, although in 
the past it said that we had begun wearing silks and living 
in luxury after the Lockerbie accident. You, the reporter 
of AL-MAJALLAH, have come and seen how we live. 
We are two ordinary citizens, and the price of Thai silk 
in the markets of Tripoli is much cheaper than that of 
any shirt bearing an international label. 


[Box, p 27] 


Defense: We Have Evidence That Not Only Libya Has 
Explosion Timers 


During the conversation with ’Abd-al-Basit al-Miqrahi, 
al-Amin Fuhaymah, and their attorney Ibrahim al- 
Ghuwayl, they rebutted some of the prosecution evi- 
dence presented against them. They said they had many 
things that they would reveal only during the trial. 


The two emphatically denied that ’Abd-al-Basit and 
al-Amin Fuhaymah had worked for Libyan intelligence. 
On this point, ’Abd-al-Basit said that people who join 
this apparatus in any country usually come either from 
the police or from the army. He could not have done so 
because of his nearsightedness. The second point, which 
the attorney confirms, is that the personal dossier on 
*Abd-al-Basit and al-Amin that will be submitted to the 
court will prove conclusively that they had no link to any 
security agency and that their personal and business 
relations were with people from a variety of interna- 
tional airlines. The training courses they took in Britain, 
America, and Sweden were in job-related areas. 


As for the Maltese airlines baggage tag which is said to 
have facilitated the passage of the suitcase through 
security, Ibrahim al- Ghuwayl emphasizes that the tag 
was used only between the Maltese and Libyan airlines; 
it was not valid on any other airlines. Al-Amin 
Fuhaymah also has said that he was not working as a 
station director at the time. He had ended his job there 
in August 1988, several months before the accident. 
Thus, someone else was the station director. 


As for relations between ’Abd-al-Basit and a number of 
prominent figures in the Libyan administration and 
government, ’Abd-al-Basit said: “They don’t understand 
our society. I can have relations with any number of 
officials, not as officials, but as relatives, friends, or 
classmates. They don’t understand the nature of our 
society.” Ibrahim al-Ghuwayl said: “I will rely on an 
English study of Libyan society by an English sociologist 
who asserts that social relations are still tribal or semi- 
tribal even in the cities. Thus, it is not strange for 
*Abd-al-Basit to have such relations. They mean only 
that he is a normal person.” 
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As for the suitcase that is claimed to have belonged to 
*Abd-al-Basit, the attorney says that it is of the Samso- 
nite-4000 type, which is American-made and is the type 
used by Pan Am crews. 


A captain named (?Herbard) has reported that a valise of 
the same kind was loaded onto the Seattle-bound plane. 
He received only one piece of late baggage. The attorney 
thinks that the other was the one found amid the 
wreckage of the plane. The statements of witnesses prove 
that this bag went through without inspection. 


Replying to the testimony of the Maltese businessman, 
*Abd-al-Basit says that it is impossible for a man to 
remember the features of a person after a year and a half 
merely because the person once bought clothing from 
him, particularly when the person’s features are, as he 
says, common and without distinguishing marks. 
Ibrahim al-Ghuwayl says that the businessman’s testi- 
mony is weak in several respects. First, he says that he 
remembers having seen ’Abd-al-Basit on 7 December 
because he returned to him to buy an umbrella, because 
the weather was rainy at the time. The businessman was 
in the store by himself because his brother was following 
a soccer match between Germany and Italy. A review of 
the weather reports shows that there was no rain in Malta 
on that day. Furthermore, the match between Italy and 
Germany took place on 23 November, when the weather 
was indeed rainy. 


As for ’Abd-al-Basit’s relation to al-Amin, al-Ghuwayl 
says—and the two agree with him—that *Abd-al-Basit 
was more advanced professionally. There was no direct 
relationship, except once or twice when ’Abd-al-Basit 
had to buy a few household items from Malta— 
specifically, a wooden ladder. It was natural for him to 
rely in the matter on the assistance of the station director 
in Malta, who was al- Amin. Now, however, they have a 
single destiny. 


As for the timing device said to have been used in the 
explosion and the allegation that only Libya has this 
kind, Ibrahim al-Ghuwayl says: “According to their 
version, Libya had twenty timing devices, divided into 
two kinds: fifteen of one kind and five of another, the 
latter being the kind they claim was used in blowing up 
the plane. According to what they say, four of these 
timers were used in a test in southern Libya. They say 
they discovered the fifth in Senegal. Where did they get 
the sixth, particularly since Libya still had the fifteen 
other timers?”” Al-Ghuwayl added: “I recently obtained 
documents that prove that not only Libya has these 
timers. I will present these documents at the trial.” 


Al-Ghuwayl raised an important question about the 
reason that led the African leader (?Buguta) and the 
delegation accompanying him suddenly to cancel their 
trip on the plane that exploded: “We wonder who 
advised them to do so. I also wonder about the plane’s 
black box and about the abnormal sound it is said to 
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have heard before the explosion, particularly since, as we 
know, some versions say that the plane crashed near a 
forbidden military area.” 


SAUDI ARABIA 


Gaza-Jerichos Accord Analyzed Historically 


94AE0031A Jeddah AL-MADINAH in Arabic 
9 Oct 93 p 9 


[Article by Dr. ’Abd-al-Rahman Sa’d al-’Urabi] 


[Text] Differences in Arab views over the recent Israeli- 
Palestinian accord will continue until it becomes clear 
what results the accord will achieve for both sides, be 
they positive or negative results. 


Views by writers and politicians and speculations by 
analysts and thinkers will continue to flow until the 
outcome of the accord becomes fully clear. But until that 
is achieved, we can firmly and categorically say that 
there is no Muslim in the world who would accept that 
holy Jerusalem remain in non-Muslim hands. 


We can also be certain that there is absolutely not one 
single Arab who would accept that Jerusalem remain in 
non-Arab hands. 


But some of our writers, both at home and abroad, have 
attacked those who have seen in the Palestinian-Israeli 
accord a real beginning for the Palestinians to achieve 
their goal for which they have been struggling for half a 
century—namely to establish a national state in which 
they will enjoy a national identity and freedom. 


The critical writers blamed their Palestinian brothers for 
showing optimism over what the accord might achieve. 
The optimist Palestinians and the rejectionist Arabs are 
advised to keep away from the policy of threats, false 
slogans, and coercion. They should leave the Palestin- 
ians to decided their own fate because the cause is 
primarily theirs. 


Again and again we stress that the Palestinian problem, 
including Jerusalem, primarily concerns the Palestinian 
people alone. The Arab-Israeli conflict is over restora- 
tion of the Palestinian people’s right and regaining 
Palestinian-Arab-Islamic sovereignty over holy Jerusa- 
lem. Truly all the Islamic nations and the Arab and 
Islamic countries stood by the side of the Palestinian 
rights, demanding repelling Israeli aggression on the 
Palestinian territories. 


But the question we would like to ask those writers and 
theoreticians is: For whose cause the Arab and Islamic 
countries are in conflict with Israel? 


The answer is certainly for the sake of the Palestinians 
and for the Palestinian land. The matter concerns the 
Palestinians and, therefore, they have the freedom and 
right to choose what is suitable for them. The rest of the 
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Arab and Islamic countries should help them and sup- 
port what they have chosen for themselves. 


Futile outbidding, destructive altercations, and false 
slogans have not and will not achieve anything for the 
Palestinians, the Arabs, and the Muslims. It will only 
bring destruction and ruination for the Palestinians, the 
Arabs, and the Muslims as it did once before and as 
everybody knows. 


As an Arab and Islamic nation, all our sympathies know 
no limits when the matter concerns any of us. We also 
have our hopes and desires in repelling aggression and 
injustice and restoring the rights of those to whom we are 
bound by blood ties and religion, but wisdom, reason, 
logic, and the reality of the situation should guide our 
behavior and the critical decisions we adopt in order to 
realize our hopes and restore rights. 


It is not a shame to admit reality. It is also not a shame 
to postpone the moment of decision and restoration of 
rights. It is also not a disgrace to change our methods in 
dealing with fateful issues according to what reality 
dictates. But choosing the suitable time to deal with the 
situation in the Islamic nations and preserving their 
rights is quite important. 


We have lessons and examples to learn from history. 
History, as the renown Arab historian ‘Abd-al-Rahman 
Ibn-Khaldoun says, is a cherished art and of immense 
benefits, it is of honest purpose, it tells us about the life 
of earlier nations with respect to their characters, about 
the prophets in the biographies of their lives, and about 
the kings in their kingdoms and their policies so that 
useful lessons can be drawn from these examples for 
those seeking knowledge of both religion and the world. 


Therefore, according to Ibn-Khaldun logic let us seek the 
adjudication of history and let us look at the pages he 
wrote that apply to the Palestinian land and the Arab- 
Israeli conflict in the hope that it will clarify the picture 
and the image for us and for the critical writers. 


In 1978 President Anwar al-Sadat signed a the peace 
agreement with Israel known as the Camp David accord. 
Many Arabs attacked him accusing him of being an agent 
and a traitor and such other characters. Some of these 
knew nothing about the provisions of this agreement, 
except what had been published in the press. Egypt, as 
we all know, stood on the side of the Palestinian Arab 
right from the beginning when the country was usurped. 
Egypt also sacrificed many of its sons and lost some of its 
land. After Camp David the days went by and Egypt 
gradually regained its land in Sinai, including the last 
inch in Taba. Through negotiations and with intelligent 
diplomacy Egypt, despite the opposition, achieved in a 
few years what military might and fiery slogans could not 
achieve over many years. 


Let us probe deeper into history and take another 
example. Historical examples, as historians know, are 
numerous. At the end of the 1 Ith century AD and up to 
the 13th century—for two whole centuries—the heart of 
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the Islamic world in Syria, Palestine, and Egypt was the 
target of malicious attacks. These led to the establish- 
ment of Christian crusader ministates and princedoms 
in the land of Islam, including Jerusalem. Throughout 
that time Islamic diplomacy never ceased acting hand in 
hand with the struggle in order to neutralize the cru- 
saders’ force and restore Islamic land. 


Nur-al-Din Zanki and Salah-al-Din al-Ayyubi, two 
eternal Islamic personalities, were able to regain Islamic 
control of some of the Syrian land, including Jerusalem. 
They could not expel the crusaders completely from the 
Islamic land. As history shows, they concluded peace 
agreements and reconciliations with some of the cru- 
saders’ forces that were on the Islamic land, so that 
through diplomacy they could undermine the unity of 
the crusaders and achieve objectives that wars could not. 


Did we accuse Nur-al-Din Zanki or Salah-al-Din al- 
Ayyubi or both of treason and strike their names from 
history simply because they concluded agreements and 
peace treaties with the usurping crusaders? 


On the contrary, these commanders, and particularly 
Salah-al-Din became a symbol of concern for the land of 
Islam, political astuteness, and unique military leader- 
ship. Why? Because they knew how and when to use 
arms and when and how and when to exploit peace. 


Once again we say give the Palestinians opportunity and 
sufficient time even though you may not support their 
agreement with Israel, which they chose themselves. The 
least that can be done is to put away papers and pens and 
shut the mouths and wait to see what will the future 
bring. We will then discuss each incident as it occurs. 


Biographies of, Statements by Provincial Members 
93AE0618D Jiddah 'UKAZ in Arabic 20 Sep 93 pp 16-17 


[Article by 16 reporters: “Lauding Precious Royal Trust, 
Members of Provincial Councils Say: Our Selection Is 
Tantamount to Responsibility on Our Shoulders To 
Serve the Homeland”] 


[Text] New provincial council members who have been 
selected and named by royal decree have asserted that 
they will do their utmost to advance society, promote 
development, and devote attention to the facilities and 
services needed for the enhancement and progress of 
society. They have further asserted that they shoulder a 
great responsibility to serve the citizens’ interests in all 
economic and social areas. 


The members said that they will exert maximum efforts 
to live up to the good judgment passed on them by the 
rulers who selected them. They added that they will 
always work to achieve the country’s public interest with 
sound ideas and constructive and purposeful advice. 


The members expressed their profound thanks and grat- 
itude for this precious royal trust, imploring God to give 
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Shaykh “Abdallah Ibn Ibrahim al-' Umaygan was born in 
Hawtat Bani Tamim in 1364 of the Hegira [1944]. He 
attended al-Tawfig Elementary School and then moved 
to Riyadh, where he graduated from the Riyadh Scien- 
tific Institute and then from the Arabic Language College 
of Imam Muhammad Ibn Sa’ud Islamic University. 


Shaykh al-’'Umaygan worked at the Civil Service Commis- 
sion, in the air force, and then as inspector at the Justice 
Ministry’s courts. He then turned to private enterprise and 
worked in the field of tourism and real estate until he was 
selected. He is married and has six children. 


Retired Major General Muhammad Ibn Hamad Ibn 
*Ayish al-Mutayri has asserted that his selection to the 
Riyadh Provincial Council is tantamount to a noble 
medallion from the custodian of the two holy mosques. 
He emphasized that he will do his utmost to live up to 
the good judgment passed on him with this selection, to 
serve his society and country, and to contribute strongly 
to the citizens’ and the country’s public interest with 
purposeful opinion and advice. 


Major General Muhammad Ibn Hamad Ibn ‘Ayish al- 
Mutayri was born in al-Artawiyah in 1355 of the Hegira 
[193€1. He rose gradually to numerous positions in the 
securiiy sector. The last position he held before he 
retired was police director of Riyadh Province—a posi- 
tion he xept for more than 10 years. 


Engineer Sa’d ‘Abd-al-Muhsin al-Suwaylim, vice president 
of al-Suwaylim Corporation, pointed out that the valuable 
trust shown by his selection to the Riyadh Provincial 
Council will motivate him to sacrifice even more for the 
country and to exert his utmost and ceaseless efforts to 
achieve the citizens’ aspirations and society's hopes in 
accordance with the sublime royal directives. He will also 
participate seriously and effectively with his opinion and 
advice to enhance all of the province’s social and economic 
utilities, services, and activities. 


Biography 


Engineer Sa’d ‘Abd-al-Muhsin al-Suwaylim was born in 
Riyadh in 1373 of the Hegira [1953]. He acquired a B.S. 
in electrical engn cering and is engaged in free enterprise 
in the private sector. He is also vice president of al- 
Suwaylim Corporation. 


Nasir Ibn Muhammad Ibn Ibrahim al-Subay’: character- 
ized his selection to the Riyadh Provincial Council as a 
major responsibility and as a demonstration of confi- 
dence by the rulers. He said: “I am honored to work 
under the chairmanship of his royal highness the gov- 
ernor of Riyadh Province. I ask God to help me accom- 
plish whatever serves the progress and prosperity of our 
city, Riyadh, and to contribute to completing this great 
country’s development march.” 


Biography 


Nasir al-Subay’i was born in Riyadh in 1378 of the Hegira 
[1958] and received his education in Riyadh. He has a B.A. 
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in accounting from King Sa’ud University’s Business Col- 
lege and is engaged in outstanding free enterprise activity 
in the private sector. He started his working life at his 
father’s company, Muhammad and ‘Abdallah al-Subay’i 
Money Changing Company. Nasir is also a member of the 
executive board of the Saudi Hotels and Tourist Zones 
Corporation and of al-Rajihi Banking and Investment 
Corporation, in addition to a number of other limited- 
liability companies in the kingdom. 


Adil Ibn Abdallah al-Mulayhi expressed extreme pride, 
gratitude, and happiness in his selection to the Riyadh 
Provincial Council. Noting the invaluable confidence 
shown in him by the custodian of the two holy mosques, 
al-Mulayhi said: “I will do all that is in my power to 
contribute to the development procession and to 
enhance society and | will work sincerely and with 
dedication to serve the faith, the king, and the country. I 
ask God, may He be praised and exalted, to give me 
success in shouldering this great responsibility and to 
achieve my society’s and my country’s aspirations.” 


Biography 


*Adil al-Mulayhi was born in al-Dammam in 1377 of the 
Hegira [1957] and received his intermediate and sec- 
ondary school education in Jeddah and got a B.A. in 
economics from King Sa’ud University in 1980. He 
attended a number of courses in project management 
and worked in SABIC. He then joined the Petromin 
Lubricants Corporation. Until his selection, al-Mulayhi 
worked as director of Petromin’s Internal Control 
Department. 


Engineer Muhammad Sa’d al-Bawaridi pointed out that 
he is very proud of this noble royal confidence and that 
he will exert utmost efforts to serve Riyadh Province in 
accordance with the sublime royal directives. He noted 
that his selection is tantamount to a major responsibility 
placed in his trust. Al-Bawaridi asks God to help him rise 
to the level of the favorable judgment passed on him by 
the rulers and by all the Provincial officials so he can 
contribute to society’s progress and prosperity. 


Biography 


Engineer al-Bawaridi was born in the town of Shaqra’. 
He got his B.S. in mechanical engineering from Munich 
University, West Germany, in 1970 and his M.S. in 
mechanical engineering from Loyola University, the 
United States. Al-Bawaridi was appointed general 
director of al-Nasiriyah Power Plant in Riyadh. He then 
moved on to consulting work in electrical engineering 
and water desalination. Al-Bawaridi has engaged in 
weighty activity in this area. He is currently supervisor of 
al-Jubay! water desalination plant. 


Abdallah Ibn ’Ali Ibn ’Abdallah Ibn Rahmah said: “I 
thank his majesty the custodian of the two holy mosques 
for his great confidence, and I consider it an assignment 
to me and to all the members to exert greater efforts to 
advance our country and accomplish and complete the 
objectives of the development phase.” 
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Biography 


Abdallah Ibn Rahmah was born in the town of al-Dalam 
in 1360 of the Hegira [1941] and received his elementary 
education there. He then moved to Riyadh where he 
attended intermediate and high school. He received his 
college education at Imam Muhammad Ibn Sa’ud Uni- 
versity where he acquired a license [almost the equiva- 
lent of an M.A.] in Islamic theology. He currently works 
in the field of real estate. 


In venerable Mecca, Yusuf Ibn ‘Ali Rida expressed his 
happiness with the precious royal confidence shown in 
him through his selection to the Mecca Provincial 
Council. He implored God, may He be praised and 
exalted, to grant him and all his colleagues in the council 
success in the efforts they will exert to serve the country 
and the citizens. 


Biography 


Yusuf Muhammad ‘Abdallah ’Ali Rida was born in 
1946. He has an M.A. in business management from the 
University of California. He has chaired the executive 
boards of the International Maritime Transport Com- 
pany, the Arab Chemicals Storage Facilities, the Trans- 
Arab Lubrizoil Company, the Saudi Chemical Industries 
Company, the Red Sea Tributaries Company, the Safula 
Steel Company, the Saudi Packaging Services Corpora- 
tion, the Red Sea Plastics Industry Company previously, 
the Hamard Company previously, the Delta Marketing 
Company previously, and ITT, previously a German 
company, previously. [sentence as published] 


Hamid Ibn Hasan Mutawi’ expressed his happiness with 
the royal confidence shown in him through his appoint- 
ment to the venerable Mecca Provincial Council. He 
asserted that this confidence will motivate him to exert 
greater efforts with his colleagues to serve the country 
and the province citizens. Mutawi’ implored God, may 
He be praised and exalted, to grant him and his col- 
leagues success in performing their duty. 


Biography 


Hamid Mutawi’ was born in the venerable Mecca in 
1347 of the Hegira [1928]. He graduated from a sec- 
ondary school which prepared students for scholarships 
in 1364 of the Hegira [1944] and then from the Folklore 
Culture Institute. He also has a degree in economics, 
business management, and accounting. In 1369-70 of the 
Hegira [1949-50], Mutawi’ worked in AL-BILAD AL- 
SA’UDIYAH newspaper and then as managing editor of 
AL-BILAD, after its merger. He also worked as chief 
editor of AL-NADWAH from 1985 of the Hegira [as 
published] until 1406 of the Hegira [1980]. He is a 
member of the Mecca Municipal Council and of the 
Executive Board of the Saudi Electricity Company of the 
venerable Mecca. 


’Abd-al-Rahman ’Abd-al-Qadir Fagih, chairman of the 
venerable Mecca Chamber of Commerce and Industry, 
lauded the efficiency of the provincial system in serving 
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citizens in all places. Fagih also expressed his happiness 
with the royal confidence shown in him through his 
appointment to the venerable Mecca Provincial Council. 


Muhammad Ibn ’Abduh al-Alma’i expressed his thanks 
to the custodian of the two venerable mosques for the 
valuable royal confidence expressed in him through his 
appointment to the venerable Mecca Provincial Council. 
He also asserted that the provincial system adds new 
services that benefit citizens in all parts of the country. 


Biography 


Muhammad Ibn ’Abduh Ibn Muhammad al-Alma’i has a 
B.A. in arts from Alexandria University and a diploma 
in psychological and social services. He has worked in 
the Ministry of Pilgrimage Affairs and held several 
managerial positions in this ministry. He held the posi- 
tion of managing editor of AL-TADAMUN AL-ISLAMI 
[ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY] magazine. Afterward, he 
worked in the area of pilgrim services at the ministry. 


Bassam Muhammad Sulayman Muhammad Sulayman 
al-Bassam expressed his readiness to serve this sacred 
country most seriously, noting that the precious royal 
confidence shown in him through his appointment to the 
venerable Mecca Provincial Council will motivate him 
to examine whatever could add another accomplishment 
to serve this country’s citizens. Al-Bassam implored 
God, may He be exalted and praised, to grant the 
custodian of the two holy mosques success and to help 
him give the country even more. 


Biography 


Bassam Muhammad Sulayman al-Bassam was born in 
the venerable Mecca in 1348 of the Hegira [1929] and 
graduated from the school which prepared students for 
scholarships in the venerable Mecca in 1368 of the 
Hegira [1948]. He worked as a reporter for AL-BILAD 
AL-SA’UDIYAH paper. He has been a three-term 
member of the Executive Board of the Mecca Chamber 
of Commerce. He is also a past member of the Executive 
Board of the venerable Mecca Electricity Company and 
of the board of the Riyadh Social Security Agency. 
Currently, al-Bassam is a member of the venerable 
Mecca Printing and Information Establishment, which 
publishes AL-NADWAH. 


Dr. Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali al-Habashi expressed his pride in 
the valuable royal confidence shown in him through his 
appointment as a member of the venerable Mecca Provin- 
cial Council. Al-Habashi implored God, may He be 
praised and exalted, to grant him and his colleagues 
success in examining the province’s needs and serving its 
citizens. 


Biography 


Dr. Muhammad Ibn ’Ali al-Habashi was born in the 
venerable Mecca in 1932 and grew up in a learned home. 
His family was engaged in teaching, rendering legal 
religious dispensations, and calling to the faith. He 
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received his general education in the venerable Mecca, 
his college education in Cairo, and his higher education 
in London, where he got a Ph.D. in teacher training from 
London University in 1975. He taught secondary school 
at Ministry of Education schools and at the venerable 
Mecca Islamic Theology College. He held the position of 
secretary general of King ’Abd-al-’Aziz University for 
five years and then the position of dean of King ’Abd- 
al-’Aziz University for higher studies and scientific 
research. Currently, he works as part-time adviser at the 
office of the minister of pilgrimage affairs. 


Dr. Nazih Hasan Nasif, member of the venerable Mecca 
Provincial Council, asserted that issuance of the provincial 
law is a new leap toward improving the administration and 
establishing complete services, thus adding to the record 
that abounds with this country’s major accomplishments. 
Dr. Nasif expressed his happiness with this precious royal 
confidence and congratulated the citizens in all parts of the 
kingdom on this law which has been issued fundamentally 
to serve the country and the citizens. 


Biography 


Dr. Nasif graduated from St. Louis University, the United 
States, as an industrial engineer in 1969. He got an M.S. in 
industrial engineering from the same university in 1970. 
He worked at the Industrial Development Research Center 
and took part in designing the kingdom’s first industrial 
town. Dr. Nasif has also designed a number of plants. He 
supervised the first stage of the industrial town in Jeddah 
in 1971. In 1973 he went abroad to complete his studies 
and obtained an M.S. in computer engineering and a Ph.D. 
in industrial engineering. He was appointed a member of 
the Tabuk Electricity Company Executive Board, and then 
board chairman in 1978. He also worked as part-time 
adviser at the Saudi Development Fund for two years and 
at the Planning Ministry for two more years. He was 
appointed assistant deputy planning minister for sectoral 
affairs in 1402 [1981] and deputy health minister for 
executive affairs. 


In the luminous Medina, “Adnan Ibn Habib Ahmad 
Mahmud expressed his pride in this membership and in 
the great confidence expressed in him by the rulers. He 
said: “I and all my colleague members will exert our 
utmost efforts to serve the luminous Medina Province. 
This is our duty to this generous country, as decreed by 
the custodian of the two holy mosques and by his loyal 
crown prince, may God preserve them both, within the 
framework of our tolerant Islamic faith.” 


Hindi Ibn ‘Awad al-Qadi al-Muhanna said: “I am 
extremely happy and proud of this great confidence and 
my selection to be a member of the luminous Medina 
Provincial Council. I consider this selection a recogni- 
tion of which I am proud and a trust placed in all of us. 
We beseech God, may He be praised and exalted, to give 
us success in whatever serves the good of our society and 
country and to enable us to work sincerely for the 
country’s prosperity and progress.” 
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Yusuf 'Abd-al-Sattar Ibn Qasim Maymani thanked the 
custodian of the two holy mosques, his loyal crown 
prince, and all the officials who have placed this great 
trust in his hands. Maymani also expressed his gratitude 
and happiness with this confidence, beseeching God to 
enable him to rise to the level of the good judgment they 
have passed on him and to work for whatever serves the 
country’s interest. He also noted that the naming of all 
the members has completed the advanced administra- 
tive organization which started with formation of the 
Consultative Assembly. Maymani further said that he 
and his colleagues will exert their utmost efforts to 
enhance the province’s services and utilities and will 
cooperate productively with all the authorities con- 
cerned in order to advance society. 


In al-Shargiyah [Eastern] Province, Khalid ’Abdallah 
Hamad al-Zamil asserted that he and his colleagues, the 
provincial council members, are eager to exert intensive 
efforts to examine the province’s needs and to present 
them to the authorities concerned so as to secure them. He 
also asserted that he and his colleagues will work to 
develop and enhance the province in the best manner 
possible and to secure whatever serves the citizen's 
interest. 


Biography 


Engineer Khalid al-Zamil graduated from al-Dammam 
General Secondary School and continued his studies at 
California University. Upon graduating, he worked at 
the Industrial Development Research Center in Riyadh 
for two years. In 1396 of the Hegira [1976], he was 
appointed member of the council of al-Sharqiyah 
Chamber of Commerce. He became chamber vice pres- 
ident later. 


In ’Asir, Shaykh *Abd-al-’Aziz Ibn Ibrahim Ibn Rashid 
al-Hadithi expressed his thanks to this country’s leaders 
for their earnest interest in serving the country and the 
citizen, imploring God to give him and his colleagues 
success in serving ’Asir province through the provincial 
council. 


Biography 


His Eminence Shaykh ’Abd-al-’Aziz al-Hadithi worked 
for 15 years in ’Asir’s courts and judiciary field. He also 
worked as legal adviser to the National Guard and 
retired in 1397 of the Hegira [1976]. He is currently 
engaged in free enterprise. 


In Tabuk, ’Abd-al-Latif Ibn ‘Abd-al-’Aziz al-Mutlaq 
asserted that the royal decrees naming members of the 
provincial councils embody the interests of the custodian 
of the two holy mosques in meeting all the citizens’ 
needs. Al-Mutlaq also expressed his pride in the sublime 
royal confidence expressed in him and pledged to serve 
his faith, his king, and his country. 
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Biography 


*Abd-al-Latif Ibn ‘Abd-al-’Aziz al-Mutlaq was born in 
the town of al-'Ula in 1360 of the Hegira [1941]. He held 
several positions at the Interior Ministry, the latest of 
which was head of the Tabuk Amurate Inspection Direc- 
torate. He also held several voluntary positions, 
including member of SABIC’s Executive Board, member 
of the Executive Board of King ‘Abd-al-’Aziz Charitable 
Association in Tabuk, vice president of the council of the 
Friends-of-the-Sick Association in the province, 
chairman of the National Club’s Executive Council, 
member of al-Shamal Cement Company's Executive 
Board, member of the Student Education and Guidance 
Council of the Tabuk Education Directorate, and 
member of the kingdom's Charitable Associations Coor- 
dination and Followup Council 


*Abd-al-Qadir ‘Abd-al-Salam Sahli asserted that the pro- 
vincial system represents a major leap in the kingdom's 
history and that it embodies the great attention the 
custodian of the two holy mosques devotes to his citi- 
zens. He asserted that provincial council members will 
direct their attention to whatever serves the faith, the 
king, the country, and the citizens 


Biography 


*Abd-al-Qadir ‘Abd-al-Salam Sahli was born in Tabuk in 
1358 of the Hegira [1939]. A well-known businessman 
now, Sahli worked previously in al-Shamal Customs 
Authority and became Tabuk Airport customs officer. 
He later became director of al-Wajh Customs and 
Finance Bureau and then acting director of the Tabuk 
Social Security Bureau. 


Saqr Ibn Mahmud Ahmad al-Huwayti said that the laws 
issued recently on the consultative and provincial coun- 
cils constitute a major leap that will produce great 
positive results for the country and the citizens. Al- 
Huwayti noted that his colleagues, the other members of 
the Tabuk Provincial Council, will exert concerted and 
most serious efforts to examine all of the province's 


needs and secure these needs so as to serve the citizens. 


Biography 


Sagr Ibn Muhammad al-Huwayti was born in Wadi 
Sharma, a suburb of Daba’, in | 360 of the Hegira [1941]. 
He worked in the Border Corps and then tn Daba’ 
Amirate and then went back to the Border Corps. 
Currently, he is the imam of a mosque in al-Khuraybah, 
which is within the jurisdiction of Daba 


Muhammad Musa’id “Abd-al-Rahman al-Jahni asserted 
that membership in the provincial council is a great 
responsibility and that honesty and sincerity are 
required to perform this responsibiity and achieve 
greater progress and prosperity for the province. Al- 
Jahni also asserted that he and his colleagues, the council 
members, put themselves at the disposal of the custodian 
of the two holy mosques to serve the country in any field. 
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Biography 


Muhammad Musa’id ’Abd-al-Rahman al-Jahni was born 
in the town of Amlaj in 1348 of the Hegira [1929]; he 
graduated from a teachers institute in 1385 of the Hegira 
[1965]; and taught at the Saudi School in Amlaj. He rose 
gradually to become vice principal and then principal of 
this school. 


Mut’ib Ibn Muz’il Ibn Misrah al-Ruwayli, secretary 
general of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry in 
the Northern Border Province, expressed his extreme 
happiness and deep gratitude for the sublime royal 
confidence shown in him. Al-Ruwayli has asserted that 
he will exert utmost efforts to be an element that serves 
the country effectively and that rises to the level of the 
trust placed in his hands. 


Biography 


Mut’ib al-Ruwayli was born in the town of ’Ar’ar in | 376 
of the Hegira [1956]. He received his elementary, inter- 
mediate, and secondary education in ’Ar’ar. He got his 
B.A. in Lebanon and his M.A. in history in 1404 of the 
Hegira [1988]. (He still heads his own business’). 


In Najran, Shaykh Yahya Ibn *Ali Hamad al-Hakami 
expressed his happiness with the precious royal confidence 
shown in him through his appointment as provincial council 
member. He asserted that he will spare no effort for what- 
ever is likely to serve Islam and Muslims and to benefit the 
interests of the country and the citizens. 


Biography 


Shaykh Yahya Ibn Ahmad al-Hakami graduated from 
the Islamic Theology College in Riyadh in in 1386 of the 
Hegira [1966] and worked in the judiciary branch in 
al-Dawasir, al-Salil, and Najran for 24 years and then 
retired at his request. 


Hamad Husayn Musallam noted the efficiency of the 
new provincial system in determining the citizens’ needs 
and presenting them to the authorities concerned to 
secure these needs. He asserted that issuance of the 
[provincial councils] law is nothing new to this country’s 
leaders, who spare no effort to serve both country and 
citizen. He implored God to help him and his colleagues 
serve the citizens. 


Musallam was born in Najran in 1351 of the Hegira 
[1932]. He is married, has six children, and is one of the 
province’s businessmen. 


Retired Major General Muhammad Ghaydan al-’Anzi 
expressed his pride in the sublime royal directive naming 
members of the provincial councils. He added: “We 
beseech God, may He be praised and exalted, to enable 
us to serve the country, the king, and the citizen with 
utter honesty and sincerity. We also beseech Him to 
protect our kingdom from every evil and misfortune.” 
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Biography 


Retired Maj Gen Muhammad Ghaydan al-’Anzi gradu- 
ated from military schools and held the rank of first 
lieutenant in the armed forces. He then moved to the 
Border Corps where he worked for six years in the 
Dhahran sector. He was then appointed Border Corps 
commander in Najran Province with the rank of major. 
He worked there for 10 years and was then appointed to 
the Border Corps command in al-Salil with the rank of 
brigadier general. He stayed there for seven years and 
then retired with the rank of major general. 


Retired Colonel Hamad Zafir Al Mansur expressed his 
thanks to the custodian of the two holy mosques and to 
all officials for selecting him to be a member of the 
Najran Provincial Council. He said that his selection is 
tantamount to an honor bestowed upon him, after he has 
had the honor of serving in the military for 43 years. 


Colonel Mansur expressed the hope that he will offer 
what his faith and conscience dictate to him to serve this 
generous country. 


Biography 


Retired Col Hamad Zafir Al Mansur joined the military 
service as a private in the city of Abha on 1/5/1314 of the 
Hegira [as published]. He worked in a number of prov- 
inces, such as al-Ta’if, al-Kharj, Tabuk, and Riyadh, and 
the area of Sharurah. He rose gradually in the military 
until he attained the rank of colonel. He retired on 
25/7/1407 of the Hegira [1986]. 


In al-Bahah Province, a number of the provincial council 
members expressed their deep gratitude and apprecia- 
tion to King Fahd Ibn ’Abd-al-’Aziz, custodian of the 
two holy mosques, for the trust he has put in them, 
asserting the important role that these councils will play. 


Shaykh ’Uthman Ibn Suway’id, chief of the Bani Kabir 
tribe and member of the provincial council, expressed 
his happiness with the trust placed in him by the custo- 
dian of the two holy mosques on the recommendation of 
his highness the amir of al-Bahah Province and the 
approval of his highness the interior minister. 


Biography 


Shaykh ’Uthman Ibn Ahmad Ibn Sa’id Ibn Suway’id 
al-Ghamidi was born in 1365 of the Hegira [1945] in the 
village of Bani Kabir. He was appointed chief of the Bani 
Kabir tribe in 1386 of the Hegira [1966] when his uncle, 
Muhammad Ibn Suway’id, died. Shaykh ’Uthman was 
also put in charge of the Society for the Promotion of 
Virtue and the Prohibition of Vice in Bani Kabir. He 
participated in founding the Bani Kabir Electricity Com- 
pany in 1395 of the Hegira [1975] and was appointed the 
company’s executive board chairman and commissioned 
member, and then general director. He kept this position 
until 1410 of the Hegira [1989] when power companies 
were merged in the unified electricity company. He was 
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then appointed member of al-Bahah Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry and, later, chairman of the cham- 
ber’s executive council. Shaykh ’Uthman is also a 
member of al-Bahah Investment and Development Cor- 
poration, of al-Bahah Charitable Society, of Biljurshi 
Charitable Society, of the Bani Kabir Villages Develop- 
ment Committee, and of the Bani Kabir Social Devel- 
opment Committee. 


Ahmad ’Abdallah Wannan, chairman of al-Bahah 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s Executive 
Council, characterized the precious royal confidence 
expressed in him through his selection to be a member of 
the provincial council as being an assignment before 
being an act to honor him. Wannan has expressed the 
hope that God, may He be praised and exalted, will grant 
him and all members of provincial councils success in 
whatever can serve the faith, the king, and the country. 


Biography 


Wannan was born in 1372 [1952] in the town of Biljur- 
shi. He carried on with his studies until he got a B.A. in 
business management and then a diploma in higher 
management from Aserford University in Britain. He is 
currently preparing to get his M.A. in industrial manage- 
ment from ’Ayn Shams University in Cairo. Wannan is 
a member of al-Bahah Investment Corporation and of 
al-Bahah Charitable Society. 


Shaykh Sa’d Ibn ’Abdallah al-Mulays, secretary general 
of al-Bahah Charitable Society, expressed his great hap- 
piness with his selection and said: “‘It is a precious royal 
expression of confidence. We ask God, may He be 
praised and exalted, to make us worthy of this confi- 
dence and to give us success to achieve the development 
and growth that our rulers want for all parts of our 
beloved kingdom.” Al-Mulays noted that his selection is 
nothing but a link in the chain of selections which started 
with naming the Consultative Assembly members. He 
added that these are selections that seek to achieve 
whatever will elevate and strengthen the country and 
serve both the individual and society. 


Biography 


Sa’d Ibn ’Abdallah Ibn Ahmad al-Mulays was born in the 
venerable Mecca in 1348 of the Hegira [1929]. He lives 
in al-Rayhan village in Bani Zubyan area, al-Bahah 
Province. He has been an educator for a long time. He is 
also one of those who were honored at the rally which 
honored men involved in voluntary social service 
throughout the Gulf states. Al-Mulays is secretary gen- 
eral of al-Bahah Charitable Society. 


"Abdallah Ibn Muhammad Ibn ’Abdallah al-Shu’aybi 
asserted: “The valuable royal trust, embodied in the 
approval given by King Fahd Ibn ’Abd-al-’Aziz, the 
custodian of the two holy mosques, to my selection to be 
a member of the provincial council on the reeommenda- 
tion of his highness the interior minister and of his 
highness the province amir, represents a precious medal- 
lion of which I am proud. God willing, I and all my 
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colleagues the counci! members will live up to his maj- 
esty’s trust, may God preserve him. We will exert every 
possible effort to elevate this dear province.” 


Biographies of Appointed Provincial Members 
93AE0629A Jeddah 'UKAZ in Arabic 21 Sep 93 pp 5, 7 


[Text] Newly appointed members have expressed their 
deep gratitude for being appointed provincial members. 
They said that they would do their best in order to serve 
religion, the King, and the motherland. 


The provincial members said that they carried great 
responsibilities and had been dearly trusted. They fur- 
ther said that they would do everything possible in order 
to fulfill this responsibility well so as to develop the 
nation and drive the path of development and pros- 
perity, which their wise government has already pursued. 
They made it clear that the provinces would flourish 
with activity particularly with regards to developing 
infrastructure and services. They further said that they 
would represent strong avenues for the fulfillment of the 
interests of both nation and citizens. 


Riyadh 


¢ In Riyadh, Major General (Ret.) Munayyir ’Abd- 
al-Rahman al-’Atibi expressed his appreciation of the 
king’s trust in him by appointing him a member of the 
Provincial Council of Riyadh. He said that he consid- 
ered himself a soldier of this dear nation. He further 
said: “It gives me honor to serve my religion, my king, 
and my nation. I will do my utmost in order to promote 
my couniry and serve citizens anywhere, in any place. I 
will also give all the help I can to all strata of society by 
offering my opinion, services, and constructive advice 
in order to achieve the best services for citizens.” 


Biography 


¢ Maj. Gen. (Ret.) Munayyir al-’Atibi was born near the 
city of Afif in 1356H [AD 1937]. He commanded the Air 
Force during the period 1399-1406H [AD 1978-1985]. 
He also served as director of the Maintenance Corps of 
the Roya! Air Force. He started his military career as a 
graduate of King ’Abd-al-’Aziz Military Academy. He 
then joined different courses until he became the com- 
mander of the Air Force Institute in Jeddah. 


¢ Engineer ’Abdallah al-Mu’alimi expressed his pride 
and appreciation of the royal trust to appoint him a 
member of the Riyadh Provincia! Council. 


He said that this appointment would motivate him to 
work harder. He further said that he wished to offer all 
his services to serve his religion, king and nation. 


Al-Qasim 


¢ Mr. Muhammad ’Abd-al-’Aziz "Umayr al-’Umayr 
considered his appointment as a member of al-Qasim 
Provincial Council an honor for him to serve the 
nation and province. He said: “I am proud of the trust 
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given me by the custodian of the two holy mosques, 
may God guard him.” He further said: ‘I promise to 
live up to his expectations and the expectations of the 
officials, and to do every thing that would lead to the 
promotion of both the motherland and citizens.” 


Biography 


Mr. al-’Umayr was born in the city of al-Bakiriya in AD 
1933. He has been employed with the Ministry of 
Finance since 1375H [AD 1955] in the eastern prov- 
inces, ’Asir and the northern provinces. The last post he 
held was that of president of the financial auditing 
apparatus of the Ministry. 


¢ Mr. Fahd Bin-’Abd-al-’Aziz Bin-Fahd al-Rashudi 
asked Almighty God to help him and all his col- 
leagues, members of al-Qasim Provincial Council, to 
live up to the expectations of those who put this trust 
in them and to contribute to the province’s develop- 
ment and to serving the citizens. 


Biography 


Mr. al-Rashudi was born at Baridah in 1381H [AD 
1961]. He went to school and then to college at Baridah, 
where he graduated from the College of Islamic Law at 
Baridah, which is an affiliate of the Imam Muhammad 
bin Sa’ud Islamic University at al-Qasim. He is currently 
a graduate student at the same college. 


e Mr. Ibrahim Bin-Musa Bin-Ahmad al-Zuwayd has 
the same feelings with regards to his appointment as a 
member of the Provincial Council. He also affirms 
the importance of the contemporary period in the life 
of his beloved kingdom because of the announcement 
of the system of rule, the establishment of both the 
Consultative and Provincial Councils and the 
appointment of the Provincial Councils’members. 


He said that this system of rule should bring about 
prosperity to both nation and citizens. 


Biography 


Mr. Ibrahim al-Zuwayd was born in Baridah in 1372H 
[AD 1952]. He went to elementary school in Baridah. 
His career was mostly in the private sector. He was 
employed with the Eastern National Organization and 
received various promotions in this organization until he 
reached the post of deputy general director. He then 
established al-Ghad Commercial Organization in 1395H 
[AD 1975]. Later, this organization became the al-Ghad 
International Company with different divisions and 
activities all over the country. 


He also owns and presides over the Gulf Center for 
Economic Development. In addition, he is a member of 
both the Preliminary Committee for the Saudi Industrial 
Promotion Company and the Friends-of-Patients Com- 
mittee, both of which are at al-Qasim. 


e Mr. Salih Rashid Muhammad Rashid al-Harbi says: 
“I was filled with great joy as I received news of my 
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appointment as a member of the Provincial Council. 
While this is a great honor to me, it is also both an 
assignment and a big responsibility. I ask God the 
Almighty to help me perform my task perfectly.” 


Biography 


Mr. Salih Rashid al-Harbi was born in Baridah and went 
to elementary and middle school in that same city. He 
then went into private business and continues in it. 


Mr. Fahd Muhammad ’Abd-al-Karim al-’Aqili expressed 
his great happiness for being appointed al-Qasim’s Pro- 
vincial Council member. He said: “‘The dearly royal trust 
of the custodian of the two holy mosques to appoint me 
is considered an honorary medal for me and my col- 
leagues, the rest of the members. I ask God the Almighty 
to help me carry this responsibility and rise to every- 
body’s expectations.” 


Biography 


Mr. al-’Aqili was born in the city of al-Maznib in 
al-Qasim Province in 1367H [AD 1947]. He received a 
middle, then a high-school certificate. He has been 
employed with Riyadh Bank and is currently the acting 
manager of al-Muznib’s branch of that bank. 


¢ Mr. Ibrahim Bin-’Abd-al-’Aziz Bin-’Abdallah al- 
Rabidi said: “I feel the same as all my colleagues, 
members of the Provincial Councils, with regards to 
my appointment. We would all like to express our 
thanks and gratitude to the custodian of the two holy 
mosques King Fahd Bin-’Abd-al-’Aziz for his trust in 
us. God willing, we shall rise to everybody’s expecta- 
tions in serving our beloved motherland.” 


Biography 


Mr. Ibrahim al-Rabidi was born in Baridah in 1353H 
[AD 1934]. He attended school at Baridah until the high 
school level. He then received a bachelors degree in Arts 
in 1387H [AD 1967] from King Sa’ud University in 
Riyadh. 


He was employed by the Ministry of Defense and Avia- 
tion as a teacher and later as an auditor. He was then 
transferred to the secretariat of the council of ministers. 
His last post before he went into retirement was that of 
consultant to the secretariat of the council of ministers. 
He retired and has been living in the city of Baridah 
since 1408H [AD 1987]. 


e Mr. Hajjaj Thuwayni Bin-’Ali al-Thunyan considered 
his appointment as a Provincial Council member in 
al-Qasim Province an honorary recognition of which 
he was proud. 


Mr. al-Thunyan said regarding this appointment: “God 
willing, I will rise to the expectations of the custodian of 
the two holy mosques, the Crown Prince, the 2d Deputy 
Prime Minister and the Prince of al-Qasim Province.” 
He also stated that he would work diligently for national 
construction and for serving the citizens. 














44 NEAR EAST 


Biography 


Mr. al-Thunyan was born in the city of al-Bada’i’ in 
al-Qasim Province in 1362H [AD 1943]. He received a 
masters degree from the College of Islamic Law at Um- 
al-Qura University in 1386H [AD 1966]. He then worked 
in the educational field for 12 years and later went into 
private business. He currently owns and manages al-Qasim 
Factory for Soft Drinks [sentence as published]. 


¢ Dr. ’Abd-al-Rahman Bin-’Abdallah Bin-’Abd-al-’Aziz 
al-Mushayqah considered that the custodian of the 
two holy mosques, King Fahd Bin-’Abd-al-’Aziz, had 
placed a great deal of trust in him. This was a beloved 
trust, a big responsibility and a medal of honor and 
appreciation for all those on whom the King had 
bestowed this honor. He further said: ““God willing, I 
will do my best to achieve the goals for which these 
councils were established.” 


Biography 


Dr. ‘Abd-al-Rahman al-Mushayqah graduated from the 
College of Science at King Sa’ud University in 1391H 
[AD 1971]. He worked as a science teacher at al-Rus 
High School, then as a science and biology teacher at 
Baridah High School in 1393H [AD 1973]. He received 
a masters degree from Indiana University in the United 
States in 1396H [AD 1976]. 


He was appointed dean of the Exemplary Agricultural 
Institute in Buraidah from 1396-1408H [AD 1976- 
1987]. He then received a Ph.D. from Kennedy Western 
in 1409H [AD 1988]. He has ready for publication a 
“Glossary of Technical and Engineering Terms.”’ Among 
his publications are also “Vocational and Technical 
Education” and “The Necessity for Arab Orientation.” 


Dr. al-Mushaygah is on the board of directors of al- 
Qasim Literary Club, the Saudi Society for Educational 
and Psychological Sciences, and the al-Qasim Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry. 


¢ Mr. ‘Abdallah Bin-Yahya Bin-’Abd-al-Rahman al- 
Sharidah expressed his deep gratitude to the custodian 
of the two holy mosques, the honest Crown Prince, the 
2d Deputy, and the Prince of al-Qasim province for this 
great trust, while he asked Almighty God to help him 
and his colleagues succeed in perfectly carrying out the 
tasks that have been assigned to them. 


Biography 


Mr. ’Abdallah al-Sharidah was born in Baridah in 1365H 
[AD 1945]. He went to Mausiriyah Elementary School, 
then to Baridah Middle School, then to Baridah High 
School. 


In 1399H [AD 1978] he became employed with the 
Ministry of Commerce in Riyadh as president of al- 
Qasim Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 


¢ Mr. Salim al-Zamil Ibrahim al-Zamil affirmed his 
happiness because of the royal trust put in him. He 
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said: “It is an honor for me to be in service in one of 
the new regions of my beloved country.” He further 
said: “It is clear that this :esponsibility will be moti- 
vation for me to offer more to the motherland under 
the patronage of the leader of our road to victory, the 
custodian of the two holy mosques.” 


Biography 


Mr. al-Zamil was born in *Anizah in 1373H [AD 1933]. 
He received his elementary, middle, and high-school 
education in the city of “Anizah. He then joined the 
Geology Department in the Science College at Riyadh 
University. After his graduation from college, he became 
employed with the Ministry of Agriculture. He resigned 
from the ministry and went into private business and 
remains employed in that field. 


¢ Dr. Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Rahman al-Shamikh 
expressed his gratitude for the graceful trust from the 
wise leadership. He said: “I ask God to help me, 
together with my brothers, members of the Provincial 
Council, in achieving the goals delineated by our wise 
leadership.” 


Biography 


Dr. al-Shamikh was born in ’Anizah in 1357H [AD 1938}. 
He received his high-school diploma in ’Anizah. He grad- 
uated from the Arabic Department at the College of Arts at 
Cairo University in 1376H [AD 1956]. He was sent to 
Britain in 1380H [AD 1960] for graduate studies and 
returned to Riyadh in 1987 after finishing his studies. In 
1399H [AD 1978], he became professor of contemporary 
literature in the Arabic Department of the College of Arts 
until he asked for retirement in 1407H [AD 1986]. 


¢ Mr. Muhammad al-Sulayman al-Saykhan expressed his 
gratitude for the deep trust that the wise government 
put in him and said: “I hope that God would make me 
succeed to serve this beloved motherland. I also thank 
our wise government under the leadership of the custo- 
dian of the two holy mosques and his Highness the 
Crown Prince for this appreciated trust.” 


The Eastern Region 


¢ Mr. Muhammad Bin-Hamad Bin-’Abd-al-Karim al- 
Mu’'jil expressed his gratitude and appreciation for 
being appointed a member of the Eastern Provincial 
Council. 


He said: “I hope I can live up to the expectations of both 
officials and citizens.” 


Mr. al-Mu’jil further said: “The Council represents, on 
the one hand a link between citizens and officials, and on 
the other hand a link between officials and the gover- 
nor.” He further indicated that the regional system 
would quicken the pace of development, which the 
Kingdom was currently going through. 
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Biography 


Mr. al-Mu’jil was born in Sadir in the Najd region. He 
was educated in the city of al-Jubayl. He studied the 
English language and has mastered both speaking and 
writing English. He is in private business. 


Al-Dammam 


e Mr. Husayn Bin-Rifa’i al-Sab’an al-Mutayri, member 
of the Eastern Provincial Council said: “I express my 
great gratitude to the custodian of the two holy 
mosques for this great trust. Anyone who receives this 
trust is appreciative of this great honor; the honor of 
serving the motherland by serving the society in 
which one lives.” 


Mr. al-Mutayri appealed to all for their support by 
offering good counsel and advice. 


Biography 


Mr. Husayn al-Sab’an was born in the village of al-’Ulya in 
the Eastern Province. After finishing his elementary and 
middle schooling, he joined the Arab oil Company at 
al-Khafaji for 10 years. He then went into private business. 


e Mr. Husayn Bin-’Ali Muhammad al-’Ali said: “Faced 
with the graceful royal trust of being appointed a 
member of the Eastern Provincial Council, first, I am 
both grateful and appreciative of this trust, which 
transfers me to a new position that enables me, as a 
citizen who has enjoyed a lot of this nation’s abun- 
dant goodies, to contribute to the development of the 
motherland. In addition, I consider it a great honor 
and trust for being appointed a member of the Eastern 
Provincial Council. I ask God to help me carry out my 
duty as best as possible under the graceful directions 
of the custodian of the two holy mosques, his High- 
ness the honest Crown Prince and his Highness the 2d 
Deputy Prime Minister, may God guard them all. 


Biography 


Mr. Husayn Bin-’Ali Muhammad al-’Ali was born in 
al-Ihsa’ in 1373H [AD 953] He held various government 
posts, participated in many local committees and is 
currently working full-time in private business. He cur- 
rently manages al-’Ali Company, which is considered 
one of the biggest construction companies in the 
Kingdom. He is also a member of the board of directors 
of the al-’Ihsa’ Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 


e Mr. *Abd-al-Hamid Bin-’Abd-al-Rahman al- 
Mubarak, member of the Eastern Provincial Council 
said: “I consider my appointment an honor for me 
from those responsible and I am very happy because 
this appointment has given me a chance to serve my 
country and my province. It also embodies the ambi- 
tions of my people for a bigger advancement of our 
country in all fields.” 


“I ask God to let me rise to everyone’s expectations and 
to be able to carry out the task given to me.” 
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Biography 


Mr. al-Mubarak was born in al-’Ihsa’ in 1377H [AD 1957]. 
He attended elementary, middle, and high school in al-’Ihsa’ 
and then received his bachelors degree in economics from 
the University of California in 1411H [AD 1990]. 


He is currently the manager of al-’Ihsa’ regional office of the 
electricity company [Sisiko.] Previously he had been the 
director of public relations and subscribers services at 
al-Dammam’s Electricity Company and the manager of 
administrative services at the company’s branch at al-’Ihsa’. 


e Mr. Salim ’Ali Hadi Subayh al-Miri, member of the 
Eastern Provincial Council, considered the establish- 
ment of the Provincial Councils system a great cul- 
tural advancement all over the country and an exten- 
sion of the Consultative Council Councils. 


Mr. al-Miri said: “My appointment is an honor, which 
gives me the chance to serve my country. I hope I can 
live up to the expectations of both officials and citizens.” 


Biography 


Mr. al-Miri was born in al-’Ihsa’ in 1381H [AD 1961]. 
He has a bachelors degree in history from the College of 
Arts at King Sa’ud University. 


He is a businessman. 


*Asir 


¢ Mr. Abdallah Sa’id abu-Milhah said: “The royal trust 
is a source of pride and endearment for all who 
receive it. I ask Almighty God to help us all succeed 
for the good of the motherland and its citizens.” 


Biography 


Mr. abu-Milhah received a bachelors degree in com- 
merce from the Accounting Department at King Sa’ud 
University in 1391/1392H [AD 1971/1972]. He joined 
the financial services of al-’Asir Emirate as head of the 
accounting department. He was then assigned to manage 
the financial services before he was deputized to al-’Asir 
Company as its president for five years. He later became 
self-employed full-time. 


Mr. al-Miri has been, and remains, a member of the 
board of directors of the Abha Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry. 


Tabuk 


¢ Mr. Hamad Bin-’Udah Bin-’Id al-Jihni expressed his 
gratitude to the custodian of the two holy mosques 
and to His Royal Highness Prince Fahd Bin-Sultan 
Bin-’Abd-al-’Aziz the Prince of Tabuk region. 


Mr. al-Jihni said: ““We will help those responsible look 
into all matters pertaining to citizens and their inter- 
ests.” He indicated that the organizational arrangements 
issued by the custodian of the two holy mosques were 
natural outcomes of the wise policy adopted by the state. 
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Biography 


Mr. al-Jihni was born in the city of al-’"Is in 1366H [AD 
1946]. He received commercial and high-school certifi- 
cates. He started his career as an employee of the Riyadh 
Bank in al-Madinah in 1390H [AD 1979]. He then 
became a controller in the same bank. Since 1403H [AD 
1982], he became the Riyadh Bank regional manager for 
the northern and northwestern regions. He is also a 
member of the board of directors of the Tabuk Elec- 
tricity Company. 


¢ Mr. Sulayman Bin-Isma’il Mahmud Bidaywi, a 
member of the Tabuk Provincial Council expressed his 
gratitude and appreciation of this beloved trust while he 
said that he would do his utmost to live up to it. 


He said: “It is a great honor for me to contribute to the 
development process in my country. I hope I would rise 
to the expectations of this responsibility. | welcome this 
responsibility that supports the stability and affluence of 
our country.” 


Biography 


Mr. Bidaywi was born in Sibya’ in 1351H [AD 1932]. He 
was employed for !8 years with the General Endowment 
Administration at al-Wajh. He had been the manager of 
endowment and mosques at al-Wajh until his recent 
retirement. 


Ha’il 


¢ Retired Maj. Gen. Muhammad Bin-’Ali al-Jarallah, 
member of al-Ha’il Provincial Council said: “I consider 
my appointment as a member of the Provincial Council 
an extension of the great trust placed in me during the 
many years of my service in the armed forces. I thank 
God that He made officials in this beloved country 
appreciated me and placed me among those who were 
trusted with continuing the economic construction in 
order to complete what the faithful to the motherland 
had put the foundation for.” 


Biography 


Maj. Gen. al-Jarallah was born in al-Ha’il in 1353H [AD 
1934]. He received a masters degree in military sciences. 


He held different posts in the military units and the 
administrations of the Ministry of Defense and Avia- 
tion. He was considered a member of the military 
secretariat of the League of Arab Nations. He was also 
assistant commander of the western region in the 
Kingdom. After his retirement, he worked full-time in 
the field of commerce. 


e Mr. Abdallah ’Abd-al-Latif al-Shamri, member of al- 
Ha’il Provincial Council said: “Perhaps, what makes 
every citizen happy in this country is viewing the 
exemplary model of the realistic application of Islamic 
jurisdiction in this country; this is considered the most 
unique and supreme model of its kind worldwide.” 


Mr. al-Shamri asked God to help him carry this great 
responsibility and rise to the expectations of the rulers. 
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Biography 


Mr. al-Shamri was born in 1955 AD. He is currently the 
general manager of the Agricultural-Commercial Inputs 
Company. Prior to that, he held many responsible jobs at 
Ha’il Company for Agricultural Development. 


¢ Mr. Khalid "Ali al-Sayf, a member of the al-Ha’il 
Provincial Council said: ‘‘We owe this giving moth- 
erland certain rights; she deserves sacrifice and giving 
from every citizen according to where he/she stands. 
There is no doubt that the systems of the Consultative 
Council and provincial councils have as their goal the 
motherland’s interests and her advancement to the 
highest levels. These systems also permit citizens to 
make bigger contributions in serving their country.” 


Mr. al-Sayf added: “I am proud of this trust and I hope 
that it would be motivation for more giving in serving 
this country, which is dear to all of us.” 


Biography 


Mr. al-Sayf was born in 1381H [AD 1961]. He received 
a bachelors degree in psychology and social studies from 
King Sa’ud University at Riyadh. He is currently a 
businessman. 


¢ Mr.Muhammad Bin-’Ali al-Rawid, a member of the 
al-Ha’il Provincial Council affirmed his enchantment 
with this great honor and said: “I ask Almighty God 
to help me succeed in doing what would lead our 
country to success and development. I also ask Him to 
lead me to contribute realistically to serving my 
motherland through the Provincial Council. I hope I 
would always rise to what is expected of me.” 


Biography 


Mr. al-Rawid was born in al-Ha’il in 1379H [AD 1959]. 
He received a bachelors degree in economics and 
investment. 


Currently, he is the manager of the Saudi-American 
Bank at Ha’il and the chairman of the board of directors 
of the Agriculture Marketing company. 


Prior to that, Mr. al-Rawid had been the director of the 
investment department at Merrill Lynch Company and 
treasurer of the Saudi students’ fund in Atlanta, Georgia, 
in the United States [sentence as published]. 


¢ Mr. Mulfi Bin-Ba’il al-Rashidi, a member of the Ha’il 
Provincial Council said: “I am happy with this trust 
and hope that God will help me succeed in serving 
this beloved motherland under the guardianship of 
the leader of the nation, the custodian of the two holy 
mosques, may God guard him.” 


Mr. al-Rashidi said that he felt the large responsibility he 
held to serve the Ha’il Province and its citizens. 
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Biography 
Mr. al-Rashidi was born in Ha’il in 1374H [AD 1954]. 


He has a bachelors degree in sociology from King ’Abd- 
al-’Aziz University in Jeddah. 


He is currently the manager of the industrial branch of 
Riyadh Bank at Ha’il. He is married and a father of three 
children. 


e Mr. Jazza’ Muhammad Lizam al-’Anzi, a member of 
the Ha’il Provincial Council, praised the Consultative 
Council and Provincial Councils systems and indi- 
cated that these systems were established in order to 
affirm the special status of the country because it 
adopts from the holy Koran and the purifying 
Prophet’s traditional portion of Islamic law an ever- 
lasting constitution and derives from them its laws, 
rulings, and systems. 


Mr. al-’Anzi said: “I appreciate this dear trust and will 
work diligently to serve this giving motherland.” 


Biography 


Mr. al-’Anzi was born in Ha’il in 1362H [AD 1943]. He 
received a high-school certificate. He is a retired major, 
married, and the father of 11 children. 


¢ Mr. Yusif Sulayman al-Yahya, member of Ha’il Pro- 
vincial Council said: “I present my deep gratitude to 
the officials who put this trust in me and ask Almighty 
god to help me rise to their expectations and get the 
full opportunity to serve this country in a God- 
satisfying manner.” 


Mr. al-Yahya added: “In fact, I consider all citizens of 
this province members in this Council as this Council 
cherishes their opinions and recommendations. We were 
given this assignment in order to serve our fathers and 
brethren in the province. It is therefore hoped that they 
will pray for us generously to succeed and fulfill service 
to this dear country.” 


Biography 


Mr. al-Yahya was born in Ha’il in 1380H [AD 1960]. He 
received a bachelors degree in general administration 
from King ’Abd-al-’Aziz University in Jeddah. 


He was director to the systems department in the civil 
service division and later manager of the grains silos at 
Ha’il. He then resigned in order to be engaged full-time 
in private business; he is married and has three sons and 
two daughters. 


¢ Mr. Muhammad Ibrahim al-Rajih, a member of al- 
Ha’il Provincial Council said: ““There is no doubt that 
this assignment is an honor, which I cherish as it 
represents an honorable gesture from the custodian of 
the two holy mosques. I ask God to help me succeed 
in carrying Out my duty and achieving whatever could 
be achieved of the goals entrusted to me.” 
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Biography 


Mr. al-Rajih was born in 1352H [AD 1933] in Baridah. 
He has a high-school certificate. 


Currently, he is the manager of the Rural Projects 
Company. Prior to that, he had held various jobs 
including those of director of the Agriculture and Water 
Department in Ha’il, the delegated director of the Agri- 
cultural Unit in al-Sad region, the official responsible for 
follow-up and administrative programs in the Ministry 
of Agriculture and the head of the appointments division 
in the undersecretariat of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Water in Riyadh. 


Jizan 


¢ Mr. Muhammad Bin-’Abdallah Bin-Muhammad al- 
Bassam expressed his extreme happiness for the royal 
trust in him. He said: “I hope that I would be able to 
do my duty towards the motherland under the lead- 
ership of the custodian of the two holy mosques and 
his Highness the honest Crown Prince.” 


Biography 


Mr. al-Bassam has a middle-school certificate. He was an 
administrative employee with the Ministry of Health for 
15 years in Jizan. He is married and has eight children. 


¢ Mr. ’Abd-al-Rahim Abdallah Mufrij al-Judibi 
expressed his gratitude to the custodian of the two 
holy mosques for his great trust. He said that he has 
asked God to help him be capable of being a giving 
person to his country. 


Biography 


Mr. al-Judibi was born in 1344H [AD 1925]. He is a 
businessman. 


Najran 


¢ Mr. Mani’ Rashid Al-Fahid said: “I was surprised by 
my appointment as a member of the Provincial 
Council; it is an honor to me and a medal that I would 
decorate my chest with. I thank Almighty God and 
His Majesty, the King, the custodian of the two holy 
mosques, for this royal trust. I promise to God and to 
the rulers to work for the advancement of the moth- 
erland and for serving its citizens, in the framework of 
our tolerant Islamic jurisdiction, together with the 
rest of my colleagues, the members of the Provincial 
Council, because I am proud of this great trust.” 


Biography of ‘Mani’ Al-Fahid’ 


Mr. Al-I-Fahid was born in 1370H [AD 1950] in Najran 
Province. He received a diploma from the first session of 
the Passport Institute in 1395H [AD 1975]. 


Mr. Al-Fahid was employed for some time as a demon- 
strator in the Passport Institute; he was then transferred 
to work at Salwa outlet on the Saudi-Qatari border. He 
was later transferred to the Airport Passport Division in 
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Riyadh. In 1397H [AD 1977], he was appointed director 
of passports at al-Khadra’ outlet in Najran. Two years 
later, he was transferred to the Passports Administration 
in Najran and remained in that post until the end of 
1402H [AD 1981]. He then submitted his resignation to 
become employed, full-time, in commerce. 


¢ In Najran, Sa’d Bin-Mastur Bin-’Ali al-Shaharani said 
that he wished to express his gratitude for this great 
trust to God Almighty, His Servant, the custodian of 
the two holy mosques, His Highness the honest 
Crown Prince, His Highness the Interior Minister, the 
honorable Prince of Najran Province, and the Deputy 
of the Prince. He said: “I am extremely proud of this 
great responsibility and will do my best for the sake of 
the advancement and development of my society. I 
ask God Almighty to preserve the blessing of Islam 
and security for our land. I hope I would live up to 
everybody’s expectations.” 


Biography 


Mr. Sa’d al-Shaharani was born in the region of Sarhan 
in Abha in 1348H [AD 1929]. He received an elementary 
education diploma in Mecca in 1366H [AD 1946]. He 
then joined the Police Academy graduating with the rank 
of lieutenant. He served as a traffic officer in Mecca until 
1370H [AD 1960]. Mr. al-Shahrani was then sent to the 
Arab Republic of Egypt. 


In 1374H [AD 1954], Mr. al-Shahrani was appointed 
first as chief of traffic police at al-Khubar, then director 
of police at al-Qatif, followed by director of police at 
al-Ta’if, and then assistant to the commander of the 
pilgrimage and special holidays in 1392H [AD 1972]. 


In 1393H [AD 1973], Mr. al-Shahrani was appointed 
director of police for Najran Province. He then received 
several promotions until he reached the rank of brigadier 
general. The last post assigned to him was that of 
assistant to the director of police for the Eastern Region. 
He retired in 1398H [AD 1977]. 


¢ Mr. Naji ’Prince al-Kurbi says: “I thank God for 
being appointed a member of the Najran Provincial 
Council and for being appreciated by the officials. I 
ask God to help me succeed to present what is 
beneficial to my community and motherland, accom- 
plish the general interest, and serve my religion, king, 
and country.” 


Biography 


Mr. al-Kurbi was Lorn in the suburbs of the city of 
Sharurah about 60 years ago. He is the shaykh of his tribe 
and has 13 children. 


¢ Shaykh ’Alyan Bin-’Umar Bin-’Alyan al-’Umar said: “I 
express my gratitude and appreciation to the person of 
the custodian of the two holy mosques—may God 
guard him—to the Crown prince, His Highness the 
Interior Minister, His Highness the Deputy Interior 
Minister, the Honorable Prince of Najran and all the 
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officials who have given me this big responsibility as a 
treasure. I will do my best, by having the right view- 
point, giving constructive advice, and serving my com- 
munity in all fields, to accomplish the interests of the 
country and its citizens.” 


Biography 


Shaykh ’Alyan is 60 years old. He recieved a high-school 
certificate in Najran and became employed as a financial 
officer with Najran Customs in 1364H [AD 1945]. He then 
became employed in the Princeate of Najran as a first 
scribe in 1365H [AD 1945]. He received various promo- 
tions in the Princeate of Najran till he reached the post of 
the principality’s secretary General at the 12th level. In 
1400H [AD 1979}, he submitted his resignation in order to 
become employed full-time in private commerce. 


¢ Mr. Sulayman Bin-Salih Bin-Hamad al-Quway’i indi- 
cated that his appointment as a member of the Najran 
Provincial Council was a great medal on his chest. He 
would do his utmost in order to accomplish the 
interests of the nation and society. He would also 
work diligently in order to develop infrastructure and 
services to serve all economic and social develop- 
ments in the province. 


Mr. al-Quway’i further said: “I hope I could live up to 
the expectations of the rulers and the residents of the 
province. I also hope to be faithful to this great respon- 
sibility in order to fulfill the hopes and ambitions of the 
motherland.” 


Biography 


Mr. Sulayman al-Quway’i was born in the village of 
al-Labaniyah, one of the villages of al-Rus. He joined the 
army when he was 16 and continued serving in it until 
1369H [AD 1949] when he became employed full-time 
in private business, and still is. He has 15 children. 


¢ Mr. Salih "Awad Jarbu’ al-Say’ari said that his 
appointment as a member of the Provincial Council 
was a great honor and a big responsibility, which the 
Person of the custodian of the two holy mosques, the 
honest Crown Prince, His Highness the Interior Min- 
ister, the Honorable Prince of Najran Province and 
his Deputy have honored him. He indicated that he 
would make sure that he would accomplish and fulfill 
all that is beneficial for society and the nation. He also 
pledged to push the development path forward in all 
areas and to cooperate with citizens and officials in 
order to achieve the nation’s general interest. 


Biography 


Mr. Salih "Awad al-Say’ari was born in the city of 
Sharurah 60 years ago. He is a shaykh of one of the tribes 
of Sharurah and has eight children. 


¢ ’Abd-al-’Aziz Bin-Sulayman al-’Afaliq 
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Born in al-Mabraz 1359H [AD 1940]. He attended 
elementary schoo! in al-Mabraz and middle school in 
al-Hufuf. 


He is the chairman of the board of directors of the 
al-Hasan and al-’Afaliq group of companies and a 
member of the board of directors of al-"Ihsa’ Develop- 
ment Company. Formerly, he was the president of the 
Chamber of Commerce of al-'Thsa’. 


¢ Sulayman ’Abd-al-Rahman al-Fa’iz 


Born in Ha’il in 1366H [AD 1946]. He is a high-school 
graduate, in private business, and is married. 


¢ Khalid Bin-Sa’d al-Wak’d 


He was born in Ha’il in 1380H [AD 1960]. He received 
a degree in hospital and health facilities administration 
from [?Lowbidforce}] University in the United States, 
and an advance degree in hospital management from the 
institute of General Administration at Riyadh. 


He has held different jobs including those as the manager 
of King Khalid Hospital, the director of the hospital 
administration at the department for health affairs in 
Ha’il, as administrative consultant at al-Madar Com- 
pany, and as general manager of al-Rashid Private Hos- 
pital at Hail. At the present time, he is in private 
business. 


¢ Fahid Bin-Salim al-Saqqur 


He was born in Najran in 1352H [AD 1933]. He served 
in the army for a short period. Fifteen years ago he went 
to the Princeate of Najran where he became involved in 
private business, agriculture, and tribal representation. 


He is married and has 14 children. 


e Dr. Talal Abd-al-Karim Bakr 


He received a Ph.D. from the University of Pennsyl- 
vania in 1971. The title of his thesis was “The Properties 
of Concrete and Construction Administration.” 


He is an associate professor in the Department of Civil 
Engineering in King Sa’ud University. 


¢ Ibrahim Bin--Abdallah Kamal! 


He was born at al-Ta’if on |-7-1368H [AD 4-29-1948]. 
He received a degree in science, majoring in chemistry 
and geology, from King Sa’ud University in 1390/91H 
[AD 1970/71]. He also received a diploma in the English 
language from [?Wingston] University in Britain in 1976 
and a degree in scientific archaeology from City Univer- 
sity in London in 1977. 


He is currently the president of al-Ta’if Chamber of 
Commerce. Previously, he held different jobs including 
those of a science teacher in Dar al-Tawheed Middle 
School at al-Ta’if and later a teacher at Thagif High 
School. 
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He was selected as a member of both the High Com- 
mittee for Promoting Tourism at al-Ta’if and the 
Tourism Committee in the Saudi Council of Chambers. 
In addition, he was a member of the first delegation of 
Saudi businessmen to visit Portugal. 


¢ ’Abd-al-Rahman ’Abd-al-Qadir Fagih 


He was born in Mecca in 1343H [AD 1924]. He is a 
businessman. 


Currently, he is the president of the Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry at Mecca. He is also a member of the 
board of directors of the sewage and water administra- 
tion, the Mecca Printing Company, the National Com- 
pany for Agricultural Development, the Philanthropic 
Society at Mecca, the Islamic Charity Society, the Pro- 
vincial Council at the Mecca and the Committee for 
Prisoners’ Donations. 


* Maj. Gen. Hamad al-’Arid 


He was born in the Illuminated Medina in 1353H [AD 
1934]. 


He joined the police academy in 1370H [AD 1950] and 
graduated in 1372H [AD 1952], with the rank of 
lieutenant. 


He held many posts including those of the commander of 
the pilgrimage, public celebrations and emergency forces 
at Mecca, assistant commander of the Illuminated 
Medina Police and commander of Jizan police. 


He contributed to the establishment of many military 
institutes such as the Officers’ Institute, the Languages 
Institute, and the Institute for Sergeants and Privates. 


e Dr. Talal “Abdallah al-Sha’ir 


Since 8/4/1413H [AD 10/7/1992], he has been the 
chairman of the board of directors of the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry at Yanbu’. 


¢ Nasir Muhammad al-’Ajami 


He was born in al-Hufuf. He received a degree in 
business administration from Milton College, Wis- 
consin, in the United States, and a diploma in automo- 
tive mechanical engineering from the Milwaukee Insti- 
tute of Technology in the state of Wisconsin. 


He occupied many posts in the Aramco Company, 
including that of the vice chairman of the board of 
directors for industrial relations. 


¢ Khalid al-Turki 


He received bachelor and masters degrees 1n political 
science and international relations from the American 
University in Washington, and a masters degree in 
business administration from Stanford University in 
California. 
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He is currently the president of the Consulting Council 
for Middle Eastern Studies at Harvard University in 
the Unitea States; besides, he is an outstanding 
businessman. 


He held a number of posts including those as a member 
of the board of directors of the Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry in the Eastern Province, the first chairman 
of the board of directors of the Saudi Company for 
Developed Industries, a member of the board of direc- 
tors of the Arab Banking Company, and a member of the 
board of directors of the Royal Organization for the 
Administration of al-Jubayl and Yanbu’; besides, he is 
one of the founders of the Saudi-American Bank. 


¢ ‘Abdallah al-Muhammad al-Hagqil 


After serving as a member of the board of directors and 
the deputy to the chairman of the board of directors, he 
is currently the chairman of the board of directors of the 
Saudi-British Bank. 


¢ ’Abdallah Bin-Yahya al-Mu’alimi 
He was born in 1371H [AD 1951]. 


He received a masters degree in administrative sciences 
from Stanford University and a degree in chemical 
engineering from Oregon University in the United 
States. In addition, he attended various courses at Har- 
vard, King Sa’ud, and King ’Abd-al-’Aziz Universities as 
well as at the University for Petroleum and Metals. 


At the present time, he is currently deputy to the 
chairman of the board of directors of al-’Alyan Holding 
Company. 


* Muhammad ’Ali Bin-Husayn Makki 
He was born in 1350H [AD 1931] in Mecca. 


He received a degree in agriculture from Cairo Univer- 
sity in 1376H [AD 1956]. 


He held various posts including that as a consultant for 
agricultural affairs to the minister of agriculture and 
water. 


He was a member of the board of + of the 
following: the Center for Research arc i. { Devel- 
opment, the General Crganization for G:..1i Silos and 
Flour Mills and the Arab-Saudi Organization for 
Weights and Measures. 


He took part in a number of conferences organized by 
the FAO [Food and Agricultural Organization] abroad. 


¢ Muhammad ’Abd-al-Rahman al-Shamikh 
He was born in ’Anisayh in 1351H [AD 1932]. 


He received a Ph.D. in modern Arabic literature from 
the School of Oriental Languages of London University 
in 1387H [AD 1967]. 
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He was a professor of the Arabic language at the College 
of Arts, King Sa’ud University, and later retired to 
become a full-time literary writer. 


Among his publications are “Journalism in al-Hijaz,” “Edu- 
cation in Mecca and Medina during the Last Period of the 
Ottoman Rule,” “Literary Publications in the Saudi Ara- 
bian Kingdom,” “The Suburb Writer,” and “The Founda- 
tion of Journalism in the Saudi Arabian Kingdom.” 


¢ *Abduh Bin-Hasan Bin-’Abduh Hakami 


In his early years, he was educated by his father Shaykh 
Hasan al-Hakami; he then worked with him in com- 
merce during the early years of his career. 


He is currently the chairman of the board of directors of 
the Jizan Chamber of Commerce and Industry. He is 
known for his philanthropic work and his effective 
contribution in relief work. 


¢ Muhammad Ahmad al-’Aqili 


He was born in Sibya’ in 1336H [AD 1917]. He received 
his education at the hands of his elders. 


He was employed with a number of government agencies 
and established the Jizan Literary Club. He is a 
researcher in the literary field and writes poetry. Besides 
his poetry anthologies, he has written other works such 
as “The Geographic Glossary of Saudi Arabia” and “The 
Popular Literature of the South.” 


He was honored at the Conference of Saudi Literary 
Writers at Mecca and received a gold medal from King 
*Abd-al-’Aziz University in 1394H [AD 1974]. 


¢ Brig. Gen. (Ret.) Yahya Bin-Yahya Ahmad Sharif 


He did not finish his studies in science at King ‘Abd- 
al-’Aziz University because he joined the Internal Secu- 
rity Forces Academy. 


He worked as an officer and held different posts until he 
retired while in the rank of Brigadier General. 


He is currently the secretary-general of the Jizan 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the chairman 
of the honorary members of the Yarmuk Club. 


ARABSAT Signs Loan With Gulf International Bank 
94WT0002A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 23 Sept 93 p 9 


[Report from Jiddah by Umar Idris: “Gulf International 
Signs $104 Million Loan Agreement With ARABSAT”] 


[Text] Ghazi "Abd-al-Jawad, general manager of Gulf 
International Bank [GIB] in Bahrain and Sa'd al- 
Badnah, general manager of the Arab Organization for 
Satellite Communications (ARABSAT) signed a $104 
million joint loan agreement. The agreement was also 
signed by representatives of participating consortium 
banks—Bahrain National Commercial Bank, Al-Riad 
Bank, Al-Hollandi [Dutch] Saudi Bank, Bahrain Kuwait 
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Bank, Oman Bank of Bahrain and Kuwait, National 
Bank of Abu Dhabi, and Egyptian National Bank. 


The loan will enable ARABSAT to fund the major 
portion of its contract with Aerospecial of France for the 
manufacture of second-generation satellites. The $257.9 
million contract covers the costs of launching and 
insuring a primary satellite, as well as of storing a reserve 
satellite to be launched if needed. 


The feasibility study for the second-generation project 
pointed out in that connection that ARABSAT, with 
anticipated resources of $1.8 billion, would be able to 
cover the project’s costs and maintain enough liquidity 
to fund the third-generation of satellites. 


It is to be noted that Saudi Arabia’s share of the loan 
guarantee amounts to about 36.66 percent of the targeted 
sum and corresponds to the ratio of Saudi capital participa- 
tion [in ARABSAT]. The loan is guaranteed by the Gulf 
Cooperation Council who own the Gulf International Bank. 


The loan agreement has a term of 8.5 years and calls for 
repaying $64 million in 11 semi-annual installments 
following a three-year grace period. The remaining $40 
million becomes due in one lump sum at the expiration 
of the loan term. 


This is the first time that ARABSAT seeks the regional 
joint capital market to finance a critical stage of expan- 
sion through the next century. The action reflects the 
vast growth in demand for its services, as well as the 
rekindled activity in the joint capital market. 


ARABSAT’s general manager said in press statements 
that he looks forward to more cooperation with GIB and 
other banks in the region in supporting his organization’s 
future projects. He added, after signing the loan agree- 
ment, that ARABSAT is financially secure and that it 
anticipates increased profitability as a result of the full 
utilization of its satellites and the great country and 
private sector demand for its channels. 


He explained that most of the channels of the satellite to 
be launched in 1996 have already been reserved and that 
two other ARABSAT satellites are fully leased. 


GIB’s general manager, in his turn, said that ARABSAT is 
keeping pace with the intense demand for satellite commu- 
nications by Middle East governments and corporations. 


He pointed out that GIB has, over the past two years, 
enlarged its role in arranging joint credit in response to 
the growing need for it. He expressed hope that this and 
other types of credit instruments would augment the 
regional capital market and better channel the region’s 
resources towards funding local and regional develop- 
ment projects. 
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TV Stations Sign Agreement With ARABSAT 
94WT0002B London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 5 Oct 93 p 5 


[Report from Jiddah by ‘Umar Idris: “At A Total Cost of 
$72 Million: Foreign-Saudi Companies and Future Tele- 
vision Collectively Lease 12 Satellite Channels from 
ARABSAT”] 


[Text] Agreements became effective in September 
between three firms and ARABSAT to lease 12 new 
television channels provided by the first of ARABSAT’s 
second-generation satellites. Al-Madar Communications 
Company (Orbit), a joint foreign-Saudi venture in which 
Al-Mawarid holding company owns a major share, has 
leased four channels of which one will be conveyed to the 
BBC of Britain. Meanwhile, Dallah-al-Barakah Group 
announced the founding of [?Europlace], the Arab Media 
Company (AMC), capitalized at $200 million. It leased 
four ARABSAT channels, one of which will be used to 
televise sports, the second to televise children’s pro- 
grams, the third for music and song programming, and 
the fourth for feature films. Viewers in Saudi Arabia 
were able Sunday, the day before yesterday, to witness 
the initial test-telecasts on those channels. Economic 
circles consider the creation of the new company as a 
harbinger of the withdrawal of Salih Kamil, head of 
Dallah-al-Barakah, from Middle East Broadcast Center 
(MBC) and his entry into the field of competition. MBC 
is believed to have entered with ARABSAT into an 
agreement to lease a new channel. 


Other informed sources are inclined to believe, however, 
that Kamil has leased only one of the four channels 
leased to MBC. Future Television of Lebanon likewise 
leased three channels. 


The 12 channels are being leased for a period of three 
years at an estimated annual cost of $24 million, 
according to the sources. ARABSAT therefore received 
$72 million from the leasing companies. 


ARABSAT general manager Sa’d al-Badanah told AL- 
HAYAH in a telephone interview that the leasing compa- 
nies have had access to ARABSAT channels since last 
month and that the utilization of television stations would 
depend on the agreements those companies have with the 
countries where the television stations are located. He 
added that ARABSAT has purchased a used satellite with 
an orbit at 20 degrees east, which provides 12 channels for 
transmitting satellite television programs. 


Al-Badanah said that the new channels would beam 
down a new type of intensified transmission and 
explained that ARABSAT makes available 25 satellite 
channels in the C-4000 Megahertz range and one other in 
the S-2500 Megahertz range, which are all the satellite 
channels available. [sentence as published] He pointed 
put that the energy beamed to the second satellite has no 
effect on the old third satellite. [as published] 
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Satellite dish market specialists say that Saudi audiences 
are looking forward with great interest to the fare of the 
new channels. Technical bulletins released by 
ARABSAT emphasize that the new channels operate at 
extremely high frequencies that make it possible for very 
small dishes to receive their transmissions easily and far 
more clearly than is possible on third satellite channeis. 


Officials of a major advertising firm with operations in 
Saudi Arabia and the Arab Gulf states disclosed that they 
are currently making a concerted effort to reach prelim- 
inary agreements with the companies that leased satellite 
channels. One of those officials said that quick posi- 
tioning by any advertising company would allot it a 
major share of the new advertising market created by the 
new channels, especially during the initial period of 
broadcasting when viewer interest in new channel pro- 
gramming is at its highest. 


REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


Basindwah Discusses Relations With Saudis 


94AE0005D London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
3 Sep 93 p 4 


[Article by Mahmud Munsir] 


[Text] Because of the positive reactions to initiatives by 
Muhammad Salim Basindwah, the Yemeni minister of 
foreign affairs, during the past period, reported yes- 
terday that his country’s relations with the Gulf states, 
generally, and with the Saudi Arabian Kingdom, in 
particular, are improving. 


During his monthly press conference, Basindwah indi- 
cated that there is interest in both Yemen and the Gulf 
states, not to maintain relations existing between them 
which had been impacted negatively by the Gulf war. 


He described the relations between Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia as being cordial and characterized by a long time 
cooperation—as long as history itself—and that these 
relations would remain cordial forever. He indicated 
that his country is keen on solving any problems that 
might impact these relations negatively. Basindwah fur- 
ther indicated that there has been a good reaction by 
Saudi officials to his last visit to that country. However, 
he made a warning saying: “It is wrong to believe that 
everything will go back to normal as easily as some 
people imagine.” 


Basindwah reported that the Joint Experts Committee is 
seriously following the borders issue between the two 
countries. He further indicated that the Committee had 
recently held a meeting in Ta’izz and agreed on meeting 
in Riyadh on the coming 9 October, which indicated the 
mutual interest in solving this problem to everyone’s 
satisfaction. 


With regard to the Kuwaiti response to his initiatives 
after he resumed his office as minister of foreign affairs, 
Basindwah said: “Their response should not make one 
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shudder and accept harsh responses.”’ He then added: 
“We will not condescend to anyone. However, in the 
future, if our Kuwaiti brothers were to appreciate and 
respond to the initiative, then we would be ready for 
that. Nevertheless, this does not mean that we should 
resume relations with Kuwait on the account of our 
relations with other nations.” Basindwah further added: 
‘Our initiative has done away with any blame we might 
have received either domestically or from outside; it also 
brought about a Gulf foreign policy that affirms that all 
appreciate the importance of good relations.” 


Responding to a question by AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT 
with regard to how far the Kuwaiti stand would impact 
the priorities of Yemeni diplomacy, Basindwah said that 
these reactions had not impacted Yemeni diplomacy. He 
further indicated that: “The Yemeni government’s deci- 
sion to close about 30 embassies did not impact the 
activities of the Yemeni diplomacy as those embassies 
had been established according to the principle of the 
‘division’ after unity. Besides, these embassies were in 
countries with which Yemen does not have a lot of 
mutual relations.” 


Basindwah reported that a delegation, which would be 
headed by engineer Haydar Abu-Bakr al-’Attas, will pay 
a visit during the coming two months to Ethiopia and 
Eritrea in the framework of reinforcing relations with the 
Horn of Africa countries in order to achieve stability and 
security in that region. He also welcomed the Sultan of 
Oman, Sultan Qabus Bin Sa’id’s forthcoming visit on 2 
October to Yemen. He said that this visit reinforces the 
deveiopment of the relations between Muscat and Sanaa 
and opens new aveneus for joint work and bilateral 
cooperation between the two countries, especially in the 
economic field. 


The Yemeni foreign minister went on to talk about the 
latest agreement with the Palestine Liberation Organiza- 
tion and Israel by saying that Yemen affirms her support 
for the Palestinians with regard to whatever they choose 
for themselves. He further expressed his hope that all the 
agreements concerning the peace process would be 
achieved within the framework of coordination and 
consultation among all the Arab Confrontation countries 
taking part in the negotiations. 


Basindwah on Relations With Iraq, Saudi Arabia 


94L.D0001C London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 
8 Oct 93 p 26 


[Interview with Muhammad Salim Basindwah, foreign 
minister, by Usamah ’Ajjaj in Cairo; date not given] 


[Text] Yemeni Foreign Minister Muhammad Salim 
Basindwah participated in the recent Arab League Council 
session that was held in Cairo. AL-HAWADITH inter- 
viewed him regarding Yemeni foreign policy toward the 
Gulf states, particularly Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Egypt, and 
Iraq. The following is the text of the interview: 
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{[AL-HAWADITH] The natural approach to dialogue with 
the man responsible for Yemeni diplomacy seems to be to 
ask about Yemen overcoming the effects of the Gulf crisis 
and how far Sanaa has progressed in its efforts to improve 
its relations with the Gulf states, particularly Kuwait. 


[Basindwah] I can say that we have to a large extent 
overcome most of the effects of the Gulf war. Over- 
coming the rest of the effects requires several more years, 
since it is difficult to completely repair in three years’ 
time damages of the magnitude our country suffered 
because of the Gulf war. What’s important is that our 
people have begun adapting themselves to living in the 
difficult conditions that the tragic war created. As for the 
extent of improvement of Yemen’s relations with its 
sister Gulf states, I assure you that there has been great 
improvement, to the extent that it can be said they are 
almost normal. We hope that this improvement will 
extend to relations with the sisterly state of Kuwait. This 
will definitely happen. It is only a matter of time, 
because we cannot be separated from one another. It all 
depends on time, particularly since we have done what 
we are supposed to do. 


[AL-HAWADITH] What about the other Gulf states— 
the UAE, Qatar, and Oman? 


[Basindwah] Let’s begin with the Sultanate of Oman. 
Relations with it have not been affected and absolutely 
were not strained since the outbreak of the Gulf crisis 
following Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. Rather, they con- 
tinued to be strengthened and consolidated, which culmi- 
nated with signing the agreement on the borders demarca- 
tion last October. This agreement has strengthened and 
consolidated ties even further. Relations between our 
country and the UAE and Qatar have likewise been 
steadily improving. My predecessor and colleague Dr. 
*Abd-al-Karim al-Iryani visited Abu Dhabi and me with 
Shaykh Zayid Bin-Sultan who was the first to call for 
clearing the Arab skies and restoring Arab solidarity. 
Moreover, numerous telephone conversations have taken 
place between President ’Abdallah Salih and Shaykh Zayid 
Bin-Sultan. They have also exchanged messages. Relations 
are progressing toward development and the resumption 
of cooperation. Our relations with Qatar are very good; its 
foreign minister Shaykh Hamad Bin-Jasim visited Sanaa, 
and contacts and cooperation between us are continuing. 
We appreciate the sisterly states’ attitude toward Yemen. 
We affirm that Yemen stands with them and with all the 
rest of the sisterly states. 


[AL-HAWADITH] We have noticed that border talks 
between Yemen and Saudi Arabia are making slow 
progress. Is this due to the negative effects of the Gulf 
crisis? 


[Basindwah] We are anxious to maintain our relations 
with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. We bear love, amity, 
and gratitude for its king, custodian of the two holy 
places, and for the rest of its leaders and its people to 
whom we are linked by brotherly ties and dialogue as 
well as by kinship and cooperation. We cannot do 
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without them, just as they cannot do without us. Con- 
tacts between us are continuing. I have visited Saudi 
Arabia recently and had the honor of meeting with King 
Fahd. I also met with Prince Sultan Bin-’Abd-al-’Aziz, 
second deputy prime minister and minister of defense 
and aviation and inspector general. I returned from the 
visit with good impressions, which make me feel opti- 
mistic that relations between Yemen and Saudi Arabia 
will, God willing, shortly be restored to a better state 
than they have been at any time before. In fact, there has 
been a great improvement in the relations. 


With regard to the borders issue, we are looking forward 
to resolving it just as we solved it with the Sultanate of 
Oman. The experts joint committee so far has held five 
rounds of talks, the latest of which was held in the town 
of Ta’izz in the second half of last August. It has been 
decided to hold the next round on nine October. 


[AL-HAWADITH] What about relations with Iraq? 
[Basindwah] Relations with Iraq are normal. 


[AL-HAWADITH] Don’t you think it is time to restore 
relations with Egypt to the state they were before? When 
will the joint committee meeting between the two coun- 
tries be held? 


[Basindwah] Nothing that needs cleansing has marred 
Yemen’s relations with Egypt. What’s between the two 
countries is far stronger than anything time can destroy. 
Those ties are marked with blood that was mixed on the 
pure Yemeni soil. Still, | agree with you that contacts and 
constant cooperation need to be activated. With regard 
to the Higher Yemeni-Egyptian Committee, it is likely to 
hold its next meeting in Cairo in November. 


[AL-HAWADITH] How true are the reports that Yemen 
has made an attempt to bring the Hamas movement and 
the PLO together in order to avoid a rift in the Pales- 
tinian ranks following the Gaza and Jericho agreement. 


{[Basindwah] Yemen will never give up making every 
effort possible to bring about reconciliation between the 
Palestinian brothers and to prevent differences between 
those who support and those who oppose it to develop 
into an armed clash between them. What is needed is 
that opposition should be a means to strengthening the 
position of the Palestinian negotiator. Our Palestinian 
brothers should realize that their adversary is still lying 
in wait and that their internecine fighting is the Israelis’ 
ultimate desire. Should this happen it will be the greatest 
tragedy and the end for everybody, both supporters and 
oppositionists. 


[AL-HAWADITH] What is Yemen’s attitude toward the 
agreement? 


[Basindwah] Since we as Arabs have recognized the PLO 
as the sole and legitimate representative of the Palestinian 
people according to the Arab Summit in Morocco in 1974, 
tien we cannot object to what the PLO accepts, whatever 
observations or reservations we might have regarding it. 
Yemen is a supporting state. It is absolutely not its policy 
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to impose on anybody its views or stand. Yemen does not 
object to what the Palestinians decide, because they are the 
ones primarily concerned in this case. 


[AL-HAWADITH] The Arab League secretary general is 
exerting intensive efforts to bring about Arab reconcili- 
ation. Has Yemen responded to Dr. ‘Ismat ’Abd- 
al-Majid’s memo, and if so what, what was the answer? 


[Basindwah] Our response to the brother Arab League 
secretary general’s memo on this matter was total accep- 
tance, without reservations or hesitation. We support 
every effort to achieve an inter-Arab reconciliation and 
to heal the wounds. On our part we participate in the 
efforts to restore Arab solidarity. Since we have been 
asked to make peace with Israel, then as Arabs we might 
as well make peace among ourselves first. 


[AL-HAWADITH] Why did Yemen not ask to join the 
ministerial committee that will discuss the national 
security report? 


[Basindwah] Yemen did not ask to join this committee 
in order to give the opportunity to others, although the 
committee membrship is open to all the Arab League 
member states who wish to join. What matters to us is 
that the committee succeed and reach a practical and 
integral project that will achieve the desired goals and 
serve the Arab homeland and every country in it. 


[AL-HAWADITH] From time to time we hear news 
about Yemen turning a blind eye to the emigration of 
some Yemeni Jews. What is the truth in this case? 


[Basindwah] In accordance with the democratic and 
plurality policy and in accordance with the Constitution 
and the laws in force, every citizen, regardless of his 
religion, can travel abroad on a vacation or for treatment 
or any other reason. Therefore, we cannot ban any 
Jewish citizen from traveling to any country except 
Israel. A number of Jewish citizens have left for some 
Western countries in groups and in most cases individ- 
ually. From there they have gone to Israel and, of course, 
we cannot ask the country to which they traveled from 
Yemen to stop them from going to Israel. 


[AL-HAWADITH] Some people fear that differences 
between the three coalesced parties might reflect on 
Yemen’s foreign affairs. How can these differences be 
overcome? 


[Basinduah] Undoubtedly some of the media has delib- 
eraiely exaggerated what happens inside our country in 
order to distort Yemen’s image abroad and to portray 
the situation as if it is on the verge of a clash or 
explosion. This creates apprehension among the brothers 
and friends abroad. It creates confusion and a sense of 
fear among people at home. But this is not the first time 
it has happened. Yemen earlier had been the target of 
similar campaigns of distortion. The most recent was 
during parliamentary elections in Yemen last April. 
Despite what was said, that the elections are going to be 
the fuse that will ignite a civil war and the straw that will 
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break the camel’s back. The elections ended peacefully 
and things went on smoothly. What I know is that, 
although I am independent and do not belong to any 
party or organization, there is an agreement between the 
ruling coalition—the GPC, the YSP, and the YGR. 
These agreements govern the relations between them, 
define the role of each of them, and stipulate points of 
agreement; indeed they commit the three parties to the 
provisions of the agreement, and therefore there is no 
room for dispute. 


Al-Yadumi of the YGR on Amendments, 
Economy, Power 


94L.D0001B Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA’in Arabic 
8 Oct 93 pp 30-31 


[Interview with Muhammad al-Yadumi, assistant secre- 
tary general of the Yemeni Grouping for Reform (YGR), 
by Ahmad Yusuf in Washington; date not given] 


[Text] Before the last decade of the 20th century comes 
to a close, thereby leaving behind years of hardship and 
suffering during which the Islamic movement inscribed 
pages of struggle and sacrifice and offered blood in the 
eastern and western Islamic world in an attempt to bring 
about change and to redeem humanity that went astray, 
indulged in materialism, atheism, and immorality, we 
should recall here that the Islamic movement utilized 
much of the energies of its people and made tremendous 
offers in order to complete its political project as a final 
step on the path to establishing its cultural presence and 
its status among the nations. Many Westerners following 
the awakening movement believe that the project, 
coming on the eve of the 21st century, is a complemen- 
tary vehicle and an inevitable outcome of intellectual, 
mobilizing, and political development of the Islamic 
movement both in the Arab and Islamic worlds. 


The political action experiment by the YGR [Yemeni 
Grouping for Reform] is one of the cornerstones of this 
solid edifice and a means of perception and strength- 
ening of this religion. AL-MUJTAMA’ magazine had the 
following interview with Muhammad al-Yadumi, assis- 
tant secretary general of the YGR, during the seminar on 
“Gulf Security and U.S. Foreign Policy.’ Al-Yadumi 
was one of those who attended the seminar organized by 
the USIA in Washington, the capital. We reviewed with 
him, a knowledgeable man, the development of events 
and the ups and downs the Islamic movement has been 
through since the forties, and until the moment victory 
was reaped in the recent Yemeni elections. Those [vic- 
torious] moments saw the materialization of further 
steps on the democratic path in the Arab world and a 
new and qualitative progress in dealing with other peo- 
ples, taking into consideration the concept of “political 
plurality,” strengthening unity by preventing the 
monopoly of power, and guaranteeing its utilization. 


Al-Yadumi, an active politician and journalist, in this 
interview on the YGR, treated us to his visionary talk 
and comprehension of the existing situation. 
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[AL-MUJTAMA’] How much did your movement ben- 
efit from the Islamic movement in Algeria? 


[Al-Yadumi] There is no doubt that many Islamic move- 
ments have learned the lessons of the Algerian experiment 
that has become the focus of attention, consideration, and 
conclusions. I also believe that many regimes have also 
absorbed the lesson, and the democratic trend has become 
the basis of salvation and coexistence for everybody. Dicta- 
torship and the monopoly of power are no longer the means 
of persuasion in this age. But I would like to draw attention 
to the fact that the Islamic movement in Yemen has 
different characteristics that distinguish it and make it 
different in its political line from the rest of the Islamic 
movements in the Arab area. From the beginning the 
Islamic movement adopted a sound political line with the 
regime in the north even before the unity. It has accepted 
coexistence with the active political forces after the two 
Yemens were united. History bears witness to the fact that 
we adopted no violent stands before or after unity. Rather, 
the Islamic movement, through its dealing with the regime, 
contributed to internal security and provided education 
syllabuses which contributed to shaping the Yemeni mind 
that rejects violence. It has also established a social system 
that accepts openness toward others and accepts coexistence 
with them. The science academies have played a leading role 
in this regard. The Algerian experiment undoubtedly had 
some impact on the Islamic movement in Yemen that had 
already learned the lesson long before events in Algeria, 
although the Algerian experiment has shown to everybody 
that resorting to force does not solve any problems. It has 
further strengthened the belief that resorting to violence 
does not resolve problems, and it has deepened the convic- 
tion that violence is futile. 


[AL-MUJTAMA’] How do you explain the distribution 
of cabinet portfolios with the Islamists being given 
service ministries and not leadership ministries? 


[Al-Yadumi] Some people believe that assigning the service 
ministries to the YGR could lead to its own destruction. But 
we hope, God willing, that our contribution to reforming the 
situation in these ministries in addition to our cooperation 
with the other ministries will have a positive effect that will 
enhance the credibility of the reform movement. It would 
also prove that the Islamic movement represented by the 
YGR is capable of proving that its actions and efforts match 
its political pronouncements, and that it will show results in 
reform, construction, and development. As for the leader- 
ship ministries, we must be aware of the internal and 
external facts and remember well that the General People’s 
Congress [GPC] and the Yemeni Socialist Party [YSP] have 
ruled both parts of Yemen for many years and they are still 
in power up to this day. The YGR is but a third partner in 
office with them. The YGR political experience is still in its 
first stages. As long as everybody has agreed to respect the 
democratic choice and to consolidate it, it is the inclinations 
of the Yemeni public opinion that will decide the choice of 
portfolios. Our role is to convince the public opinion of the 
merits of every party or partner in power. 
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[AL-MUJTAMA’] What is, in your opinion, the reason 
behind the YSP winning so many votes despite the setback 
of the Marxist ideology, the collapse of the communist 
camp, and the trend of the Islamic awakening in most of 
the Arab countries and in Yemen in particular? 


[Al-Yadumi] There are facts that we must admit—that 
the YSP has participated in government in Yemen and 
still does. For this reason it has been able to be present in 
several provinces and election constituencies. Therefore, 
it is not surprising that it won in the elections. But we 
have some reservations regarding wrong actions perpe- 
trated during the election process and when the results 
were announced. 


[AL-MUJTAMA’] What does the failure of the YGR to 
obtain votes in the southern provinces signify? Is this a 
signal that the leftist forces are still strong and accept- 
able? Or is it because of the position of the Army in the 
south and its commanders’ loyalty to the YSP? 


[Al-Yadumi] There are a number of facts in the Yemeni 
arena that no one should forget. In any case, the three 
parties submitted their programs to the people and this 
was the people’s choice. What’s important now is that 
everyone of these three coalesced partners declared its 
views to the people with regard to reforming the situa- 
tion and consolidating the country’s unity. Some of the 
aspirations of the three parties have been included in the 
program the government submitted to the People’s 
Assembly on which it will obtain a vote of confidence. 
We hope that the objective of all this will be to consoli- 
date the democratic process, ease people’s hardship, and 
develop Yemen in the fields of education and building. 


[AL-MUJTAMA’] Do you believe that the coalition of 
the three parties reflects the disappearance of sharp 
ideological differences? 


[Al-Yadumi] I can say that sharp ideological differences 
between the political forces of various colors and shades 
no longer exist in any significant manner. The differ- 
ences today are simply over programs, for the political 
forces in our country have agreed among themselves that 
their national constants are that Islam is a creed and a 
shari’ah, that political plurality and democratic life are 
their choice, that the principle of peaceful rotation of 
power enjoys the respect of all the various parties and 
political forces. Everybody has agreed to abide by it. If 
we look carefully at the coalition document between the 
three parties participating in the government, we will 
find that these articles reflect the present prevailing spirit 
among everybody. 


[AL-MUJTAMA’] As you have already said, the three 
parties constituting the ruling coalition have agreed on 
the reform program. The question is: What is the YGR’s 
role in the reform? 


[Al-Yadumi] Having become a power-sharing partner, 
the YGR will do everything it can to realize the goals it 
incorporated in its slogans, which are to strive to deepen 
and consolidate Yemeni unity, protect it, ensure its 
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continuity by strengthening the Islamic rule, fulfill its 
political and legitimate existence, strengthen the prin- 
ciple of separation between the authorities, achieve 
justice and equality, work diligently to deepen the prin- 
ciple of consultation in the society, strengthen the lan- 
guage of dialogue and understanding, and denounce 
violence and abhorrent fanaticism. We will also seek to 
fulfill comprehensive administrative reforms. This is in 
addition to building a strong national economy based on 
the Islamic Shari’ah within a contemporary concept that 
would achieve self-sufficiency, both for the individual 
and the community, while paying particular attention to 
reforming the judiciary and modernizing its methods, as 
well as developing the armed forces institutions and 
modernizing their arms. 


[AL-MUJTAMA’] How serious is the talk about consti- 
tutional amendments with the aim of establishing the 
rule of the Islamic Shari’ah? 


[Al-Yadumi] There is no dispute over this issue, and 
nobody has any reservations regarding Islam. Everybody 
agrees on respecting religion and its legislation. 


[AL-MUJTAMA’] How does Mr. al-Yadumi see 
Yemen’s political and economic future? 


[Al-Yadumi] On the regional level Yemen is a country 
with abundant wealth, although most of it is still under- 
ground. It is hoped that God will enable our people to 
extract and exploit it. I believe that through our cooper- 
ation with friends, especially our Arab brothers, we can 
make great progress in improving our economic and 
social conditions. Our Yemeni people are renowned for 
their skills and devotion to work. Don’t forget that 
wisdom is Yemeni and that political stability will 
undoubtedly enable the utilization of expertise and the 
exploitation of wealth. 


[AL-MUJTAMA’] What can the YGR do to contribute 
to political reform in order to overcome the state of 
fragmentation in our Arab area? 


[Al-Yadumi] I don’t think anybody will disagree with me 
in saying that the situation in the Arab area is extremely 
bad. I believe that the YGR and the rest of the coalition 
partners will work hard in order to improve Yemen’s 
relations with its neighboring brothers, especially Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait. The government will do all it can to 
mend the rift among Arabs and direct efforts toward 
building an Arab-Islamic homeland in which resources, 
expertise, and wealth complement one another. The elec- 
tion experiment in Yemen is an experiment for all the 
Arabs whose example they can follow. The greater this 
experiment proves to be solid and successful the greater 
the Arab regime realizes that without democracy and 
political plurality stability will become a distant goal, and 
the lack of stability integration and building will be impos- 
sible. We are fully aware that with the unity of our nation 
the vestiges of division, subordination, and backwardness 
will be eradicated and kept far away from the future of this 
nation. The nation will earn its real status among the 
people, particularly in light of the new international 
changes and the worldwide one polar domination. 
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[AL-MUJTAMA’] At the end of this extended interview 
with Muhammad al-Yadumi one’s thoughts go back to 
the meanings of the Prophet’s Hadith [tradition] that 
says “jurisprudence is Yemeni and wisdom is Yemeni.” 
The Yemeni people having now set an example and 
having overcome the initial pains, will our Arab and 
Islamic arena witness developments that will take it out 
of the tunnel of defeats and [text illegible]? 


[Al-Yadumi] The answer to this will come from the 
interactions and participation of the Islamists with the 
ruling political forces within the existing limits and 
within the limits now present. 


Bakil Organizes To Gain Political Power 
94LD0001A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 13 Oct 93 p 4 


[Article by ’Abd-al-Rahman al-Haydari] 


[Text] Sanaa—A few days ago Yemen witnessed a sig- 
nificant political event when the Bakil tribes took the 
initiative to make their voices heard. It is known that the 
Bakil, along with the Hashid tribes, are the biggest 
Yemeni tribes. But the Hashid gained prominence in 
recent years because of their unity and the presence of an 
distinguished personality at their top, Shaykh "Abdallah 
Bin-Husayn al-Ahmar. 


The attempt to unify the Bakil tribes and consolidate 
their position took place at a meeting held three days ago 
at the residence of Shaykh Sinan Abu-Luhum in Sanaa. 
Their aim is to discuss the situation Yemen is experi- 
encing on the one hand, and to reach a unifying formula 
among the Bakil tribes that would be compatible with 
the requirements of the present age, on the other. It has 
been agreed in this regard to establish a unified council 
for the Bakil with 60 to 100 members representing all the 
tribes, and an executive council with nine to 13 mem- 
bers. It has also been agreed that National Assembly 
member Muhammad ’Ali ’Abdallah Abu-Luhum is to be 
secretary general of the executive council. 


Yemeni sources said that the basic objective of the 
three-hour meeting is to put things in their right frame- 
work with the aim of giving the Bakil the political stature 
they deserve and enabling them to take part in the quest 
to find solutions for the crisis that the country is going 
through. Muhammad Abu-Luhum told AL-HAYAH that 
“the Bakil so far have been deprived of the role they 
deserve because of their fragmentation and disunity.” A 
statement issued after the meeting said: ‘““The conferees 
have discussed the general situation in the country and 
its developments and the reasons behind the fragmenta- 
tion of the Bakil tribes. Everybody has realized that 
minor differences and narrow and selfish interests have 
contributed to the break up of tribes and to generating 
hatred among their children and between these and the 
people around them. Everybody agreed that the cause for 
the weakness of the Bakil is the disunity of its people and 
that their strength and vitality will come only from 
bringing its people close together and uniting their ranks. 
Everybody believes that in order for the Bakil tribes to 
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speak with one voice they should follow the issues and 
interests that concern them, and make the others hear 
their voice on matters of concern to the country and to 
the citizens and their problems. It is essential for the 
Bakil to have a front to represent them in the govern- 
ment departments and other institutions.” 


After a debate lasting more than three hours in which a 
large number of Bakil shaykhs participated, they agreed 
to set up a council consisting of 60 to 100 members 
forming a general assembly and an executive council of 
nine to 13 members. This will be the supreme authority. 
It will consist of wise men and senior members of the 
Bakil tribes and will decide the general policy and 
oversee the progress of work. 


The united Bakil council objectives, which were issued 
in a document signed by those present, focus on “com- 
mitment to the book of God and His Prophet, adherence 
to the magnanimous Islamic Shari’ah,” and striving to 
achieve and consolidate the principles of the Yemeni 
revolution, protecting Yemeni unity, seeking to resolve 
disputes between the sons of the Bakil tribes, ending acts 
of vengeance among themselves, nurturing the spirit of 
love and cooperation between the sons of the Bakil in 
their own interest and the interest of their country. 
Eftorts should be made to end all causes of fragmenta- 
tion and disunity, expose those seeking to create prob- 
lems between the sons of the Bakil and between these 
and others. The sons of the Bakil tribes should be helped 
to overcome their difficult economic situation by all 
legitimate means, including demanding their rights in 
public institutions, such as education, health, agricul- 
ture, roads, and others. Efforts should be made to ensure 
provision of food supplies and to maintain their prices in 
order to ensure stability and security. A firm stand 
should be taken against the spread of financial and 
administrative corruption, which has led to creating a 
major imbalance in dealing with the various sectors of 
the society that resulted from it. Equal employment 
opportunities should be made available to everybody, 
both in the civilian and military sectors. Employment 
should not be subject to trust and allegiance but rather to 
efficiency and expertise. The interests of the Bakil tribes 
should be represented in the state departments and 
social institutions. There is need for cooperation with all 
the political powers in national causes, including parties 
and mass organizations and all the conferences, such as 
the “Saba’ conference,” “Cohesion Conference,” “Ta’izz 
Conference,” and other mass conferences in the interest 
of the nation. 


It is worth noting that those who attended this expanded 
conference of the Bakil tribes have unanimously agreed 
that the executive council be chaired by Shaykh 
Muhammad ’Ali "Abdallah Abu-Luhum. 


Reform Warns of Conspiracy, Political Stalemate 


94L.D0001D London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
22 Oct 94 p 26 


[Article by Lutfi Shatarah from Aden and Hamud 
Munsir from Sanaa] 
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[Text] Press sources in Sanaa yesterday revealed that it is 
planned to assassinate 11 key Yemeni Socialist Party 
[YSP] leaders, including ’Ali Salim al-Bid, elected 
deputy chairman of the Presidential Council. This coin- 
cided with the release of the final statement on the 
Higher Preparatory Committee meeting of the Yemeni 
Grouping for Reform [YGR], which is a partner in the 
government. The statement called for resolving disputes 
within the coalition leadership through dialogue and 
speedy action in order to take the country out of the 
present crisis, and to try to remove the symptoms and 
effects of division. The statement also called for expe- 
diting unification and merging the armed forces, pro- 
tecting constitutional legality, and keeping it free of 
party struggle. The People’s Assembly has played its role 
and performed its primary controlling tasks. Moreover 
the government should be isolated from political dis- 
putes, should assume its responsibilities, implement its 
programs, and pay attention to economic plans. 


The statement also called for enabling the political and 
popular forces to play the role of constructive opposition 
and formulate a national program defining priorities and 
the time-table to implement them. The statement also 
called for announcing the agreement reached by the 
coalition partners to ensure commitment to them. 
Finally, the statement called for conceiving a responsible 
media policy free of altercations. 


The YGR statement said that the YGR’s higher com- 
mittee held an extraordinary meeting on 20-21 October 
during the critical conditions the country was experi- 
encing and the dangers and harm threatening the future 
of the country. It stressed the need to carry out a regular 
evaluation of the YGR’s performance in the coalition 
which it accepted to be part of on a clear basis and 
principles, and to adopt suitable stands toward this 
participation in light of objective facts. 


The YGR warned against the danger of exploiting public 
issues in the game of political conflict and involving 
them in party frictions. 


The statement said the question of the proposed consti- 
tutional amendments, which the coalition parties have 
agreed upon, provides the most suitable ways of adapting 
to contemporary changes and removes much of the legal, 
political, economic, and social impediments contained 
in the present Constitution. 


The statement said in this regard that the People’s 
Assembly should undertake the implementation of this 
task, since it is empowered to carry out constitutional 
changes. 


The YGR statement described the crisis Yemen is now 
facing as the most explosive in view of the dangers 
involved which threaten to destroy all that has been built 
and accomplished, foremost of which is the unity of the 
Yemeni homeland and the democratic and consultative 
achievements, all of which are endangered unless some- 
thing is done before it is too late. 
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The statement said: “The Higher Committee has studied 
at length the present crisis. Because of the vestiges of the 
transitional period, the country and the people have had 
a heavy load added to the burden they already shoulder. 
Methods and behaviors of the pre-unity era are still 
present, since acclimatizing to the basic changes has not 
been realized. The situation clearly demonstrates the 
dominance of various types of corruption. This is evi- 
dent in the dominance of the government, of capricious- 
ness, of selfish conflicts, and weak spiritual faith, the 
squandering of wealth, and the decaying thought.” 


In light of this evaluation, the YGR seemed to be 
pursuing a line similar to that of the opposition parties 
and not a party to the crisis. The YGR Higher Com- 
mittee charged its leadership with following up its efforts 
to contain the crisis by adhering to dialogue and man- 
aging the dispute within the frameworks agreed to 
instead of managing the crises outside their framework, 
since this does not contribute to reaching a solution and 
dealing with the situation. At the same the YGR con- 
demned the media behavior and what it called press 
leaks aimed at fanning the flames of disputes and wid- 
ening the gap. 


The YGR once again condemned the actions that took 
place during the transitional period at the various levels, 
saying they are characterized by the dominance of the 
policies inherited from the pre-unity era, pursuing the 
policy of division and indulging in it to the extent that 
the country stood on the edge of the precipice. Political 
life has become characterized by intrigues and conflict. 
This is accompanied by an acute deterioration in the 
economic and security situation. The people’s standard 
of living has deteriorated, and the state of security in the 
country has been seriously destabilized. 


The YGR believes that what is happening today is just a 
continuation of what the situation was during the tran- 
sitional period, the inability to adapt to the changes after 
the elections. This is a clear reference to the current 
disputes between the General People’s Congress [GPC] 
and the Yemeni Socialist Party [YSP]. 


In light of this unstable situation, the YGR leadership 
has fixed a date for the YGR general conference to be 
held within a period not exceeding one month from now, 
as a precaution against any development in the political 
situation in the country in general. 


Meanwhile, press sources revealed in Aden yesterday 
that there is a large scale campaign to assassinate YSP 
members including |! key leaders. These are: ‘Ali Salim 
al-Bid, YSP secretary general, who was elected deputy 
chairman of the presidential council; Salim Salih 
Muhammad, YSP assistant secretary general and 
member of the Presidential Council; Dr. Yasin Sa’id 
Ni’man, president of the central committee secretariat 
[as published] and a former parliamentary speaker; 
Haydar Abu Bakr al-’Attas, head of the government; 
Haitham Qasim Tahir, the defense minister; Salih 
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Munsir al-Sili, Aden governor; and Jarallah "Umar, 
member of the political bureau and minister of culture. 


The newspaper SAWT-AL’UMMAL, a sympathizer of 
the YSP, said that those who have laid down the assas- 
sination plan justify their actions by saying that these 
people have deviated from the path of unity and democ- 
racy. The paper did not reveal the identity of the party 
accused of planning to execute this plan and how the 
plan was obtained. It is noted that the YSP has provided 
security measures to its members. The authorities in 
Aden have taken extraordinary security precautions in 
major installations in the city, such as Aden Interna- 
tional Airport and the television and radio stations. 
Semiheavy weapons such as anti-aircraft guns have also 
been deployed. 


Observers believe that these security measures probably 
aim at strengthening security in the city where al-Bid has 
taken refuge. He reuses to return to Sanaa to take up his 
new duties in the elected Presidential Council. 


In the 18-point plan it submitted to the other coalition 
partners (the GPC and the YGR), the YSP called for the 
need to implement the agreement on removing military 
camps and all military displays from the cities and 
making the provincial capitals secure and demilitarized. 
But these measures are contrary to the YSP proposals on 
this issue. The YSP sources view this as a step to 
strengthen the security plan in Aden and to establish 
more security and stability in the provinces. 


The same sources said the YSP has unquestionable 
evidence regarding the number of those accused of 
Carrying Out assassination attempts and explosions 
against its leadership. The YSP is demanding the official 
quarters and the security authorities to bring to trial all 
those accused of committing acts of violence against the 
YSP cadres. 


Well-informed sources denied that there is a plan to 
assassinate the YSP leadership, saying that what is being 
talked about is just rumors that have spread rapidly 
among the YSP followers. The present political crisis in 
the country has helped the speedy spread of such rumors, 
particularly because of the attacks launched by newspa- 
pers of the YSP and the GPC 


Editorial Analyzes Relations Between Parties 


94LDO001E London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
13 Oct 93 p 17 


{Article by Khayrallah Khayrallah] 


[Text] What happened in Yemen could satisfy every- 
body; it could be a first step toward overcoming the 
political crisis. It could also impede resolving the crisis 
and therefore what happened simply postponed serious 
discussion of the reasons behind it. 


The Yemeni Socialist Party [YSP] can say that it was its 
viewpoint that triumphed with the adoption of the 2-2-1 
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formula, that is by maintaining the ratio of its represen- 
tation in the presidential council. But the General Peo- 
ple’s Congress [GPC] can find great satisfaction in the 
votes President ’Ali ‘Abdallah Salih and his colleague in 
the GPC list, "Abd-al-’Aziz ’Abd-al-Ghani, obtained. If 
anything, these differences in votes indicate that the 
GPC actually dominates the new People’s Assembly. 


But all this remains to be point-scoring for one party 
against the other. Perhaps the most important point the 
GPC scored is that it showed that it is a party that can 
conduct an internal dialogue to address internal issues 
and how to deal with them. In other words, the GPC has 
shown flexibility and ability to absorb the Yemeni facts 
as they come. When the tug of war with the YSP 
intensified, it was possible to reach a formula that leaves 
the bridges open. 


What matters now is that what happened looks like 
renewal of the presidential council’s term of office, more 
than election of a new one. It is greatly hoped that this 
extension is not also an extension of the crisis. It can be 
said though that there is the likelihood of plunging once 
again into the negative aspects of the transitional period 
which brought to the fore the problems of the two ruling 
parties, while the next stage could bring to the fore 
problems of the three merged parties together. 


Therefore, it is necessary, more than any time before, to 
consider the presidential council elections as a bridge to 
move to the new transitional period through more dia- 
logue. The country cannot move from one transitional 
period to another transitional period. Moreover, the 
government and the opposition can meet in the People’s 
Assembly, though not on the level of a body like the 
presidential council, which so far has shown that it was 
hardly useful for the post unity era. 


In any case, it is better to discuss issues quietly, even if 
dialogue between the big ones is conducted by proxy. In 
the final analysis Yemen cannot but benefit from the 
experiments of the countries of the Horn of Africa. Not 
everybody can be convinced that there is need to secure 
a modern means to rule by amending the Constitution 
without the YSP feeling that it has been left out. The 
Yemenis will remain the best people at devising equa- 
tions and formulas to deal with the most complex 
problems. 


Afghan Arabs Proceed to Yemen Disguised 
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[Article by Lutfi Shatarah] 


[Text] Press sources have disclosed that terrorist groups 
and a number of leaders of the “Afghan Arabs” are 
proceeding to Yemen during the coming few days and 
that others have already arrived by way of an African 
Arab country. The same sources indicated that the 
members of the last group expected to reach Yemen 
would be carrying Afghani, Pakistani, and Sudanese 
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passports. The group has been assigned the cover name 
“al-Tabligh” so that it could proceed to Yemen. 


The Yemeni newspaper SOOT AL-’UMAL today pub- 
lished information indicating that Dr. Ayman al- 
Zawahri, the most notorious of the leaders who drew up 
those plots, which were executed in Egypt through ter- 
rorist operations and other operations involving vio- 
lence, has arrived in Yemen with other groups. Al- 
Zawahri is wanted for trial in Egypt. 


It is worth noting that the attorney general’s office in 
Hadramawt governorate asked for the death sentence for 
five defendants thought to be members of the the “al- 
Jihad”’ organization; they had taken part in an assault on 
a military post. 


The prosecutor’s office also asked for severe sentences 
for five other defendants who are charged with taking 
part in a confrontation with those present at an Army 
post in the Hadramawt desert last May. An colonel and 
two soldiers were killed in this encounter. 


In other events, sources close to Vice President ’Ali 
Salim al-Bid, who continues his retreat in Aden and 
refuses to return to Sanaa, indicated that al-Bid has set 
up a number of conditions and demands from the 
delegation headed by ’Abd-al-Wahhab al-’Unsi, deputy 
prime minister and general secretary of the Yemeni 
Grouping for Reform, to relay a verbal message to 
President “Ali "Abdallah Salih in which al-Bid made 
conditions for his return the implementation of previous 
agreements as well as neither resorting to the belittling of 
issues nor escaping from finding solutions to the crisis, 
which the country currently faces. 


Al-Bid summarized his conditions as follows: 


¢ Putting on trial terrorists and those responsible for 
assassinations and explosions and questioning those 
behind these operations. 

¢ Holding local government elections. 

¢ Removing military camps from the capital city, 
Sanaa, as well as from other main cities. 

¢ Indicting the corrupt and putting an end to manipu- 
lating public funds. 

¢ The rearrangement of the state’s apparatuses 
according to technological and administrative 
efficiency. 

¢ The reenforcement of the foundations of a discipline 
and law controlled state. 


It is to be noted that a delegation from the American 
foreign ministry met al-Bid in Aden for 80 minutes, yet, 
what went on in that meeting was not disclosed. Previous 
to its meeting with al-Bid, the American delegation met 
with a number of political and intellectual figures in both 
Sanaa and Aden. 











60 NEAR EAST 


Editorial Advocates Direct Dialogue 
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[Article by Khayrallah Khayrallah] 


[Text] It is no secret that the political struggle going on in 
Yemen is not necessarily in Yemen’s interest. Yemen has 
managed to regain her unity and enter a new era using 
the proper path of democracy. The earlier this political 
struggle comes to an end, the better the chances will be 
for a direct dialogue instead of the mediated one cur- 
rently going on. A direct dialogue makes possible to 
present problems as they are without going around 
issues. The major problem is that, since the results of the 
elections proved that the Socialist Party remains the 
strongest party in the southern and eastern governorates, 
this party is not willing to give up its share of authority. 


If the proposal to merge the two parties that were 
previously in charge of the governments—namely the 
Popular General Congress and the Socialist—had suc- 
ceeded, it would have been possible to reach an accord 
by which the Socialist Party would have retained its 
authority through the vice president of the Presidential 
Council, who retains much authority. However, as all the 
attempts of the merger failed, the Congress Party, 
headed by Lieutenant General ‘Ali “Abdallah Salih, had 
to review his calculations. Would it be possible that 
heading the state, which according to the amended 
Constitution, is delegated to a president and vice presi- 
dent, be shared by these two men who are affiliated to 
two different parties, which are at times allied, yet, more 
often they are competing in everything? 


From the viewpoint of the Socialist Party, it can neither 
cancel itself nor even imagine itself in the opposition, as 
was advocated before the elections by Mr. Jarallah 
‘Umar [al-Kuhali], currently, the minister of culture. 
This is because the party considers itself not only as 
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having a share in the authority, but also as having a share 
in the country itself and, in particular, that its leaders are 
always proclaiming that they handed over a completely 
independent country in order to achieve unity! 


While it is possible to go on debating forever, by looking 
back at the achievements of the past, it is possible to look 
forward to the future. With regard to this matter, it is to 
be remembered that the short “golden” period that 
elapsed since the declaration of unity was that period 
when there were cordial relations between President *Ali 
“Abdallah Salih and the vice president of the Presidential 
Council Mr. *Ali Salim al-Bid. Practically speaking, this 
cordiality led to holding the elections as it had led before 
to the unity. Until further notice, unity and the elections 
seem to be the only two achievements fulfilled in Yemen 
since the 26 September Revolution and the take-off of 
the armed struggle in the south. Currently there seems no 
need to speak about the past and its achievements. This 
is because unity remains just a historic event if not 
exploited for the benefit of the ordinary citizen. Simi- 
larly, elections remain some great act associated with a 
certain period if they do not lead to the development of 
the state institutions. Until the current time, it is clear 
that the basis for getting out of the struggling stage is to 
resume once again the direct dialogue. There seems no 
alternative to presenting problems as they are with 
complete frankness. There is no alternative to the exist- 
ence of a minimum of understanding between ‘Ali Salih 
and ‘Ali al-Bid. This understanding could be brought 
about only through the mediation of a personality having 
the wisdom of Shaykh ‘Abdallah Bin Husayn al-Ahmar. 
The past seems useful, not in the framework of speaking 
about achievements, but in the framework of investing 
these achievements for finding future solutions. It is to 
be noted that Yemenis have benefited from past experi- 
ences at least in one area, that of being convinced that 
the language of violence leads nowhere, that a dialogue is 
crucial and that silence ts in itself a kind of dialogue. 
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Regime Accused of Financing Egyptian Extremists 
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27 Aug 93 p 7 


[Article by Adil Disuqi] 


[Text] The financing of radical religious groups in Egypt 
is the core of the ongoing trials in a nuiuber of cases 
involving extremists. These trials and questioning have 
disclosed that there was a plot behind financing these 
groups with the necessary funds to execute their opera- 
tions represented in political assassinations, haphazard 
explosions, confronting security forces and stealing their 
weapons, striking at tourists and other operations, which 
represent what could be described as daily challenges 
between security forces and these groups. 


The security apparatuses have carried out investigations 
that revealed that there was a relationship between 
increased financing and intensified armed operations 
and bloody ferocity. The investigations also revealed 
that the phenomenon of foreign financing became 
apparent, not only to security agencies, but also to the 
Egyptian citizen. One feature of this phenomenon is that 
of renting furnished apartments in high-income residen- 
tial areas of Cairo where the monthly rent could be as 
high as 3,000 pounds. Some of the extremists groups’ 
leaders also buy land to establish cattle breeding farms, 
while others set up personal investment projects. 
Another feature is that of buying weapons and explo- 
sives, prices of which have lately increased tremen- 
dously; the price of an automatic weapon could be as 
high as 5,000 pounds, that of an automatic gun 8,000 
pounds, and that of an “A.R.B.J.” shell 15,000 pounds. 


The extremist groups meet the expenses of their cadres, 
the families of those under arrest, and those who have 
been convicted as well as of lawyers who defend the 
members under arrest. 


Security sources affirmed that foreign financing of extrem- 
ists was confirmed by monitoring the accounts of groups’ 
leaders and their families, particularly those leaders found 
outside Egypt including Shaykh "Umar *Abd-al-Rahman. 
Foreign financing was also confirmed when, during its raids 
on extremists’ residences, security forces seized huge sums 
of foreign currency from those residences. 


The same sources also indicated that many of the leaders 
of the extremists groups, including Tal’at Yasin 
Hammam and Muhyi Shahrur, tended to establish 
investment projects by buying reclaimed lands in far off 
places such as al-Nubariyah, Ismailia, and al-’Arish. 
They made these investments either using false names or 
by getting power of attorney documents from their 
families. These projects are carried out in order to 
furnish jobs for the groups’ cadres far away from the 
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security apparatuses. This arrangement also allows for 
self-financing and secures the convening of meetings for 
their organizations. These groups have also chosen far- 
off desert regions for military training. 


These sources also drew the attention to the “quick 
acquisition of wealth” phenomenon for those returning 
from abroad, specially from Afghanistan; they establish 
investment projects. The sources also found out that the 
change of the extremists groups’ operations since the 
attempt to assassinate the Egyptian minister of informa- 
tion, Safwat al-Sharif, until that of the interior minister, 
Major General Hasan al-Alfi, indicated that these groups 
were getting increasing financing. The sources estimated 
that any operation, such as the two assassination 
attempts, cost more than 100,000 pounds each. 


The sources added that “there was a foreign plot pre- 
pared in Tehran for causing disturbances in some Arab 
countries and giving the regimes there daily trouble. The 
Iranian plot aims at stopping both development opera- 
tions and economic reform, which has achieved some 
sort of progress, particularly in Egypt, Algiria, and 
Jordan. The plot also aims striking at tourism and 
creating a kind of persistent challenge to these systems.” 


The sources indicated that “the process of questioning 
some of those who returned from abroad, specially those 
returning from Iran, Afghanistan, and Sudan, has 
revealed—with definite proof—the involvement of these 
people. The security apparatuses would announce these 
findings at the proper time.” The sources affirmed that 
some of those returning from abroad confessed that 
Egyptians were being trained in Tehran accoding to the 
methods approved by the Revolution Guard“. 


Movement of Kurds Monitored in Cooperation 
With Turkey 


93AE0601A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
27 Aug 93 p 4 


[Text] A Turkish military and security committee 
assumed the search and inspection of some sections of 
Iranian-Turkish borders that are thought to have bases 
used by Kurdish rebels. The committee, which is headed 
by Rida Uq Damir, deputy minister in the Turkish 
ministry of foreign affairs, includes also a number of 
army and police officers. Yesterday, the committee, 
accompanied by high-level Iranian security officials, 
toured the Zefah border region. 


Earlier on, Ankara accused Iran of allowing the Kurdi- 
stan Workers’ Party to establish an operational base and 
a broadcasting station in the Zefah region. Last week it 
seemed that a group of Workers’ Party militants infil- 
trated into the Turkish Zefah region and attacked a 
Turkish convoy killing some of its guards. 


"Ali Akbar Velayati, the Iranian minister of foreign 
affairs, and his Turkish counterpart, Hikmet Cetin, 
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agreed to revive the Combined Security Committee, 
which had been established when the two countries were 
members of the Central Treaty Organization (CENTO). 
Accordingly, Iran allowed Turkey to inspect the border 
region last November. 


One of the duties of the committee is to monitor the 
movement of antagonistic elements on both sides of the 
border. 
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Some Turkish media agencies and a number of leading 
Turkish political figures had accused Iran of supporting 
the Kurdistan Workers’ Party and the Turkish “Hezbol- 
lah” party in their attempt to destabilize the Ankara 
government. They also claimed that the present inspec- 
tion was carried out eight months after the agreement to 
implement it, therefore, giving the Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party the opportunity to transfer its bases away from the 
Zefah region. 
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